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Thurfday, -November 2, 1710. 

longa eft injuria^ longae 
Ajnhages j fed fumma fequtMr fafiigia rerum, 

tT is a prafticc I have generally followed, 
^ t0 con verfe in equal freedom with the de- 
fei*ving men of both parties j and it was ne- 
v€i- \vithont fomc contempt, that I have ob- 
ferved perfons, wholly out. of employment, 
affe6l to do otherwife. I doubted, whether 
any man could owe fo much to the fide h'C 
was of, altliough he were retained by it ; but 
without fome great point of intereft, either in 
poflcflion or profi>c£t, I thought it was'tlie 
mark of a~low ai)d narrow fpifit. 

It is hard, that for fome weeks paft I have 
been foi'ced, in my own defence, to fallow a 
proceeding that I have fo much condemned in 
others. But feveraj of my acquaintance, 
among the declining party, are grown fo in- 
fufterablypeeviib and. iplehctick, profefs luch 
violent appi*elienfions for the publick, and re- 
prcient the ftate of things in fuch fonnida-bic 
idea.s, that I find myfelf diipufed o ihal in 

Vp*.. Vlir. b their 
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* THE EXAMINER. N^xj^ 
their affliSlions; although I know them to be 
gioundlefs and in»ginary, or, which is worfe,> 
purely afFefted. To ofier them comfort onc- 
bjr one, would be not only ah cndlefs, but a 
dilbobliging tafk. Some of them, I am con =^ 
vinced, would be lefs melancholy if there 
were more occafion. I fhall therefore, inftead 
- of hearkening to farther complaints, employ 
fome part of this paper for the future in let» 
ting fuch men fee, that their natural or ac- 
quired fears are ill-groumfed, and their arti* 
ncial ones as ill-intended ; that all our pre* 
fcnt irtconveniencics are the confequence of 
the very counfels they fo much admire, which 
wobld ftill have encreafed ff thofe had con- 
tmued 5 and that neither our conftitution in 
church or ftate cottld probably have beea 
long preferved without fuch metliods as have 
been already taken. 

The late revolutions at court have given 
room tp fome fp\ecious obje^ions, which I 
have heard repeated by well-meaning men, 
juft at they had taken them up on the credit 
of others, who have worfe defigns. They 
wonder, the Queen would chufe to change 
her miniftry at this junfture, and thereby 
give uneafinefs to a general, -who hath been 
S) long fuccefsful abroad, and might think 
himfelf injui-ed, if the entire miniftry werq- 
not of his own nomination j that there were 
few complaints of any confequence againft the . 
late men in power, and none at all in parlia^ 
mcnt, which on the contrary paficd votes in. 

favour 
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favour of the chief minifter 5 that, if her ma- 
jefty had a mind to introduce the other party^^ 
it would have been more feafonable after a' 
peace, which now we have made defperateby 
^iriting the French who lejoice at thefe chang- 
es, and by the fall of our credit which ufi- . 
q^ualifies us for carrying on the wai" ; that the' 
parliament, fo untiniety difTolved, had been 
tfiligent in their fupplies, and dutiful in their 
behaviour 5 *that one confequence of theftf 
dianges appeai-s already in the fall of the , 
llocks 5 that we may ibon expeft more and 
worfe 5 and Jaftly, that all this naturally tends 
to break the fettlement pf the aown, and call 
over ^e Pretender* ^ ^ ' 

. Thefe, and the like notions, are plentifully 
(battered abroad by t!ie' malice of a iniinea 
party, tp render the Queen and her admin i- 
QratioA odious,- and to inflame the nation. 
And thefe are what> upon occaGon, I fliall 
endeavour to overthrow by difcoveving the, 
£alAiood and abfurdity of them. 

It is a great unhappinefs, when, in a go- 
vernment conftituted like ours, it (hould be 
fo brought about, tliat the continuance of 3 
war mufl be for the kjtereft of vaft numbers 
(civil, as well as military) who otherwife 
-would have been- as unknown as their origi- 
na]. I think our prefent condition of af- 
fairs is admii-ably dcfcribed by two verfes in 
iucan : 

Hinc ufura t/orax^ a^vidumque in tempore 
foenus 5 

Hinc coneujfa fides y et muUU utile jbellum. 

B 2 Whidv 
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^ rHE EXAMINER. N«. 13. 

Wliicba without any great force upon the 
^ords, may be thus tran fluted : , 
' Hence are deri<ved thofe exorbitant inte^-efis 
4tnd annuities ; hence tbofe large difcounts for 
4cdn)anc£ and prompt ^payment i hence puhlick 
credit is jbaken j and hence great numbers find 
their profit in prolonging the 'war. 

It is odd, that among a free trading peo- 
ple, as- we call ourfelves, there fhould lo ma- 
ny be found to clofe in with* thofe counfels, 
who have been ever averfe from all overtures 
towards a peace: but yet there is no great 
myftery in the matter. Let any man obderve 
the equipages in this town, he (hall find the 
greater number of thofe, who make a figure, ' 
to be a fpecies of men quite different from any 
that were ever known before the revolution ; 
confifling either of generals and colonels, or 
of thofe, whofe whole fortunes lie in funds; 
and flocks : So that/Wufr, which, according 
to the old maxim, was ufed to follow land^ 
is now gone over to money 5 and the country 
gentleman is in the condition of a young heir$ 
out of whofe eflate a fcrivener receives half 
the rents for intereft, and hath a mortgage on 
the whole 5 and is therefore always ready to 
feed his vices and extravagancies, while there 
is any thing left. So that if the war continue 
fome years longer, a landed man will be little 
better than a farmer of a rack-rent to the 
army and to the publick funds. 

It may perhaps be worth cnouiring, from 
»<rhat beginnings and by what fteps we have 

" * ' ^ ' been 
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No.ij. THE EXAMINER. f 

"been brought into this defperate condition : 
and in fearch of this we muft run up as high 
as the revolTltion. 

Moft of the nobility and gentry, who Jr- 
Vitcd x)ver the prince of Orange, or attended 
him in his expedition, were true lovers of 
their country and its conftitution in church 
and ftate ; and were brought to yield tO| thofe 
breaches in the facc^ffion of the crown, out 
of a regatxl to ths neceffity of the kingdom 
and the fafety of the people; v(hich did, and 
could only,' make them Jawfiil ; but witjtout 
intention of drawing fuch a pra6Uce into pre-, 
cedent, or making it a ftanding meafure by 
ivhich to proceed in all times to come 5 and 
therefore ^we find thetr counfeis ever tended 
to keep things, as ' itiuch as poflible, in the 
old courfe. But foon after, an under fett of 
men, who had nothing to lofe, and had nei- 
ther borne the burthen nor heat of the day, 
found means to whifper in the king's ear, 
that the principles of loyalty in the church of 
England were wholly inconhftcnt with the re- 
vohitton. Hence began the early praftice of 
careffing.the Diflenters, reviling the unjverfi- 
ties, as maihtainers of aibitrary power, and 
reproaching the clergy' vtrith the doftrines of 
iS'zwie right, pitfi^oe obedience, and non-re- 
^ance. At die fame lime,^ in order to fatten 
wealthy people to the new government, they 
propofed thofe pernicious expedients of bor- 
rowing money by vaft prenAums, and at ex- 
orbitant intercft ; a praaice as old 2AEumenes, 
B 3 « ' one 
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k THE EXAMINER. N« !> 

•ne oi.Aiepcander's captabct who, fetting up 
for himfeif after the deatli of hU mailer, per^ 
fmi4^d his i^djncipal officers to lend hUn great 
iGams, after which they were forced to f<^ow 
him for their owa fecurity. 

This introduced a number of new de^ctroug 
men into bufinefs and credit* It was ai'guedy 
that the war cmild not laft above two or three 
campaigns ^ suid. that it was ^a/Ier for th^ 
iubje&s to raife a fund for paying intese^^ 
than to tax them annually to the full expeace 
of the war. Several peribns» whp had fmall 
or incumbered eftates, fold th^j and tumeq 
their money into thofe fupds to great a4vaa<« 
tage: merchants, as well as other monied 
inati> finding trade wa^ , dangerous, puifueq 
the iame method. But the war continuingi 
and growing more expenfive» t^s were iiw 
creafed, and funds multiplied every year, til{ 
they have airived at the monit'ous height we 
now behold them ^ and tl^at, which was at 
iird a corruption, is at laft grown neceifaryi 
mnd what everv good fiibje& muft now fall ixk, 
with, altliougJi he may he l^Uowed to wlili it 
might foon l^ve an end ji bgcaxife it is with s^ 
kingdom as wiJth a private fortune, when: 
every aew incuxnbrance adds a double weighl. 
By this means the wealth of a loation, that 
uied to be reckoned by the value of land, i% 
now computed by thje rife and fall of ftocks : 
and although the fouiuiation of credit be ftilt 
the fame, and upon a oottom that can never 
be (haken, and although all intereft be duly 
paid by the publick j yet, through the con- 

ti'ivance 
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KM3- THE EXAMINER. 7 

trivance and cunning of ftock-jobbers, there 
hath been brought in fuch a complication of 
knavery and cozena^^ ftich a myftery of ini- 
quity, jind fech an umnteljigible jargon of tenns 
to involve it in, as were never known in any 
other age or country in the world. I have 
heard it affirmed by perfons (killed in thefe 
<alculatipns, that if the fund« appropriated to 
tlVe payment of intci"cft and annuities were 
-added -to the yearly taxes, and the four*(hil- 
ling aid ftri6^1y exacted in all counties of the 
kingdom, it would very near, if not fuUy» 
fupply the occafions of the wiar \ aft leaft fuch 
a part as, in ijie opinion of very able perfons, 
bad been at that time prudent not to exceed. 
For I make it a queftioni, whethw any wife 
prince or ftate in the continuance of a war, 
which was not p«rely dcfenfive, or immodi* 
ately 3t his own door, did ever propofe that 
lits expence ihauld perpetually exceed what he 
vras able to impoie annually upon his fubje6^s ? 
Neither, if *he war laft many years longer, do 
I fee ho\v.4he next generation will be able to 
Ijegin another 5 which in the courfe of hu- 
man affairs, and according to the various in- 
tcrefts and ambition of princes, may be as 
. neceffary for them, as it hath ^een for us. 
And if our fathers had left us as deeply in-^ 
volved, as we are likely to leave our chiidi'en, 
I appeal to any man, wh^ fort of figwre we 
ihould have been able to make Aefe twenty 
years pail. Befides, neither our enemies nor 
allies are upon the fame foot with us in this 
particular, France and Heiiau^,. our jaeareft: 
'^ ■ 'B 4. . neigh- 
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J, THE EXAMINER. , NM3. 

neighbours, and the fartheft engaged, will 
nmch fooncr recover thcmfelves after a wai* : 
the firlt by the abfolute ^ower of the prince, 
who, being mafter of the lives and fortunes of 
his lubjciSts, will quickly find expedients to 
pay his debts 5 and fo will the other, by their 
prudent adminilhation, the greatncfs of. their 
trade, tiieirwonderful parfimony, thewilling- 
lieis of their people to undergo all kinds of 
taxesj and iheir juftice in applying as well as 
colle6^ing them.- But above all we are to cdn- 
, fider, th^it France and HoUaxd fight on the con- 
tincntf«ither upon or near their own territories, 
'and the greateft part of the money circulates 
among tliemielve? ; whereas ours croiTes the 
fea, either to Flanders ^ Spaifty or Portugal, and 
«very penny of it, whether in fpccie or returns, 
is fo much loft to the nation for ever. 

Upon thefe -confiderations alone, it was the 
moft piitdent coiirfe imaginable in tl)e Queen, 
to lay hold of the dlfppAtion of the people 
for changing the pai'lian^ent aind miniftry at 
this junfture, and, extricating herfelf, as fodn 
as po/Tible, out of tlie pupillage of thofe, who 
found their accounts only in pei-petuating the 
war. Neither hsive we the leaft reafon to 
doiibt, but the enfuing parliament will aflift 
her Majesty with the utmoft vigour, until 
hei' enemies again be brought to fue for peace, 
and again oSer fuch terms as will make it 
both honourable and lafting j only with this 
difference, that the miniftiy perhaps will not 
again itrfufe them. 

Attdiet pugna^i 'vitio parentiim 

RarUi Jutventus, NUM- 
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NUMBER XIV. 

Thurfday, November 9, 1710. 

E quibus bi *vacuas implent fermombus aures^ 
Hi narrata ferunt alio : menfuraquefBi 
CrefcUi et atuiitis aliquid no<vtis adjictt OMtor* 
JJIic Credulitasy iiUc iemerarius Error ^ 
^anaque Laetitia eft^ eonfternaxique Timores, 
Siditioque recensy dMoque auton Sufurri. 

T AM prevailed on, through the importu- 
•*• nity of friends, to interrupt the fcherae I 
had begun in my laft ^aper, by an Effay upon 
the art of PoHucal laying. We are told, the t * 
4le*vil is thefatbir ofljes^ and 'was a lyar from 
ibe beginning i £0 that, beyond contradiction, 
the invention is old : and, which is more, his 
£rft EfTay of it was ^vatly politicaly employed 
VI tmdermining the authority , of his prince, 
and reducing a third part of the fubje6ls from 
their obedience; for which he was driven 
down from Heaven (where, 2ls Milton expref- 
•feth it, he had been Viceroy of a great 
^ujefiem province) and forced to exercife his 
talent in inferior regions among otber fallen 
fpiritSj or poor deluded men, whom he ftill 
daily tempts to ffis o^wnjin^ and will ever, do 
ioy till he be chained in tbe bottomle/s pit. 

But although the devil be the father of lyes, 

he feen^s, Ijke othei;* great inventors, to have 

loft much of his reputation by the continual 

improvements, that have been made upon him. 

B5 Who 
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JO THE EXAMINER, N«. 14.*. 
Who firft reduced lying into an art, and 
adapted it to politicks, k not ib clear from 
hiftory ; although I have made foihe diligent 
enquiries. * I 4iaU therefore coailder it onlv 
according to the modern fyftem, as it hath 
' been cultivated liiefe twentf yean paeft In the 
fouthem part 4>f owe own iiland. 

The poets tell us, that after die giants ^i)«fe 
overthrown by the gods, the ^atth in reveag* 
produced their daft OTspring, which was Famei 
And the fabk is tkiw 4ntei^ettd ; That^^ 
when tumults and feditions are jjuieted, ru- 
mours and falie reports ar« pientifutly fprea4 
through a nation. So that, by this account, 
lying is th« laft relief of a routed^ earth^b^rn, 

• rebellious party in a ftate. But here the -rao- 
^ems have made great additions, applying 
this ait to the gaining of power andpreterv* 
ing it, as well as rovenging themftlves after 
they have U>ft it $ as the fame inilrunents are 
made ufe of by animals to ieed themfelves 

' when they ar-e hungry, and to bite thofe that 
tread upon them. 

But the fame genealogy cannot always be 
admitted for poUticid lying ; I (hall therefore 
jdefire to refine upon -it, by adding fome cir- 
^mftanoes of its birth and parents. A poli^ 
^ical fye is fometimes born oi|t of a difcarded 
l^atefman^sliead, and thence delivered to be 
nurfed and <landled by the rabble, Some- 
ijmes^it ispt^uced a-monfter, and licked into 
fliape s at other times it comes into the world . 
completely -formed> and is (polled m the lick- 

] ^*^ 
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»«».t4. THE EXAMINER. ii 
dngp It is often bcsm an infant in the regular 
way, aj}d i-oauii^es Umt to mature it; and 
-aheii it fees tne light in its full growth, but 
* dwindks ^^Y ^Y degrees. Sometimes it js 
•Qf noble birth i and foraetimes the i^awn of 
VLjhck-ji^bfr. lUre iticreams aloud at the 
opening ^ the womb $ ajod iJfere it is deli* 
vered with a *wkijher» I know .a fye^ that 
now disturbs half the jcingdom with its noiie* 
.which, al^ougb too pnni^ and gi«at at pre<* 
fynt to ownitS'paiiei^ts, I can jreraember ita 
nvbifper-Jmd* To conchi^e the nativity pf 
^is monfter ; when it comes into the world 
. .without ^ftingi. it i^ Ai^l bom $ and whei^ver 
,tt lofes its/«(^, it dies, 

iKo wonder if tan tAfanti fo miraculous in 
-its birth, ihould be defined for |;reat adven- 
tures^ and accordingly we fee it hath been 
ihc gu4ir4iatiJj^mt of a prsvmUng p(irty for 
almoft twenty years. Jt can •conquer Jcing- 
'doms without' Aghtoig, and fometunes .widi 
4lielQis of a battle. It .gives aR4 refumqs 
employments $ can fink a mountain to a mole* 
hill, and raife a mole-hill to a mountain % 
hatli preiided for many years at committec^s 
-of ele^iions; can waih a biack-mpar vfWitt i 
jnake a faint of lus athti^ and a patriot of a 
j^rofiigate ; can fumiih fowgu vumfiers with 
intelligence j and raiCe or let fall the credit 
<)f the nation^ Thia^goddefsi^ies with a, huge 
jfiokwg'glafi in her hAflds D9 dazzle the croud, 
^aod make ijiem fee, ^CQording as ihe t^rru^ 
ijt, their .nun in thcii':interell, and tlieir ii^- 
^^eteft in :th«ir Jnun#. lo this.gijkf* y^w will bc- 
B ^ hold 
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IB THE EXAMINER. No. 14. 
hold your beft friends clad in coats powdei^ed 
v/ith Jteur de lis and triple cronvnsy their gir- 
dles himg round -with chairty and headsy artd 
nxjoodenjhoes'^ and your worft eneifties adorn- 
ed with the enfi^s of liberty, property, indul^ 
ence, moderatioft, aVid a cornucopia in their 
lands. Her large wings, like thofe of a fly- 
ing fifli, are of no ufe but while they are 
moift J (lie therefore dips them in mud, and 
foaring aloft fcatters it in the eyes of the 
multitude, flying "with great iwiftnefs j but 
tt every turn' is farced to ftoop- in dirty nuays 
for new fupplics. 

I have b6ei> fbmetimes thinking, if a man 

had the art of the fecond fight for feeing ^p#/, 

as they have in Scotland fer feeing fpirits, now 

admirably he might entertain himfelf in this 

tcwn by obfeiVing the different fliapes, fizes, 

and colours of thofe fwarms qf lyes^ whidi 

buz about th<f heads oi fome people, like flies 

about ahorfe's ears in iummer j or thofe le- 

' gions hoVering -every afternoon in Excba^i^ 

'alliyy enough to darken the air ; or over a 

'chib of difcontented grandees, and thence felit 

down in cargoes to be fcattered at ele6^ions. 

There is one effential |x>iut wherein a poli- 
tical lyar differs from others of the faculty ; 
that he ought to have but. a ihprt memory^ 
which is neceflary according'to the various oc- 
cafions he meets with every hour of differing 
from himfelf, and fwearing to both fides of.« 
contradiction, as he finds the perfona difpofed, 
with whom he hath' to deal. Indefcribing 
the virtues and vices of mankind; it is. con- 
■ - Tcaient, 
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.N«.x4. THE EXAMINER. 14 

venienty upon every article, to have fome 
eminent perfon in our eye, frora'ivhom we 
. copy our defcription. I have ftriftly obferved 
this rule $ and my imagination this minute 
reprefents before me a certain great man \a'\ 
famous for this talent, to the conftant prac- 
tice of which he owes his twenty years repu- 
. tation of the moft ikilful head in England for 
the management of nice affairs. The fupe- 
riority of his genius conHiis in nothing elfe, 
. but an inexhauftible fund of political lyes^ 
which he' plentifully diftributes every minute 
he fpeaks, and by an linparalleled generofity 
forgets, and confequentiy contradi^s, the next 
half hour. He ncvei: yet confidered, whether 
any proportion were true or falie, but whether 
it were convenient for the preient minute or 
company to affirm or deny it \ fo that if you 
tkiqj^ &t to^re&ie.upon hun, by interpreting 
cvei-ji.thiiig he fays, as we do dreams, by the 
contrary, you are ftill to feek, and will And 
yourfelf equally deceived whether you believe 
or no : the only repedy is to fuppofe, that you 
have heard fome inarticulate founds without 
any meaning at allj and belldes, that will 
take off" the hoiTor you might be apt to con- 
ceive at the oaths, wherewith he perpetually 
tags both ends of every propqfition \ although 
at the fame time, I think, he cannot, with any 
|uftice, be taxed \uth perjury, when he in- 
voked God and Chrift ^ becaufe he hadi often 
fairly ^ven publick notice to the world, that 
he believs in neither. 

W The late earl of JVharton^ 

Som 

~ / 
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Some people- ma^ think, that fuch an ae*- 
complilmnent a$ l^is csm be of no great iiTe 
to tlie owner, or his party, after it ha^«beeii 
often pra6bired and is become notoiuous $ but 
xhty are widely miftaken. Few lyes carry the 
inventor^s mark, and the moft proftitute ene- 
my to truth may fpfead a ^ttfand without 
being known for the author : bended, as the 
vileft writer hath his rea4erS| jfo the great«ft Jyar 
hath his believers : and it often happens, that 
if a ^ be believed only for an hour, it hadi 
done rts work, and there is no fartlier occa* 
fion for it. Faljbfiod fiksy^nA truth come$ 
iimping after it 5 io that when men .come to 
ht undeceived, it is tqolate j the )«ft ii over, 
and the tale -has had its eflFe6l : lUce a man, 
who lias thought of a good ropartee, • when 
the diicourfe is chan^d, or the coim^any 
par c i ; or like a phyudan; wh6 hack ibund 
out an infallible medicine^ stfter the patient i« 
dead. : . •'•;• 

' Coniidering that natin^ difpofition -in taan^ 
men to iye^ and in mi^ttitudes to -he/ienfe, 1 
have been perplexed what to do with that 
rnaxim fo n*equent in every body'** mouth j 
that truth iviil at iafi pre^uaU* -Were hath 
'thi«- iftand of ours, for the greateft psttt of 
twenty years, lain under the influence of fuch 
counfels and perfons, whofe .principle and in* 
tercft it was to coixupt our manners, blin4 
bi!r underltending, drain our wealth, and ia 
time deftroy our conftitution both in jcbur^h 
aiid (late j ami we at laft ^ere 4>roughi tO'tbe 
.... very 
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very brink of ruin 5 yet, by the means of 
perpetual reprefentations^ have never been 
able to difiing^iini between our envies an4 
frieuds. We have jfeen a great part of the 
nation's money ^ol into the hands of thofe, 
who, by their birth^ education, sind merit^ 
touid pretend no higjier than to wew our li- 
veries ; while others, who, by their credit, 
quality, and fortune, were only able to give 
reputation and fuccels tothe revolution, were 
not only laid afide as dangerous and ufelefs, 
but loadcn with the fcandal of Jacobites, men 
of arbitrary principles, and penjioners to 
France ; while Truth, who is faid to lie in a 
njofU, fcemed now to be buried thei'e under a 
heap of ftones. But I remember, it was an 
ufual complaint among the Whigs, that the 
bulk of the landed men was not in their inter- 
pft, which fome of the wifeft looked on as 
an ill omen ; and we faw it was with the ut-t 
moft difficulty, that they could prefcrve a ma- 
jority, while *he .court and miniftry were on 
their fide, till they had learned thoie admira- 
ble expedients 'for deciding elcftions, and in- 
fluencing diftant boroughs by ptywerful 'mo^ 
ivves from the city. But all this was mere 
force and conftraint, however upheld by moft 
dextrous artifice and management, until the 
people began to apprehend their properties, 
their religion, and the monarchy itfelf in dan- 
g^ \ ,tivEn. we faw them greedily laying hold 
Cn the ^firft occasion to interpofe. But of this 
mighty change in the difpohtions of the peo- 
ple I fiiall dkbourfe more at large in ib-ne 

followin|j 
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following paper} wherein I ihall endeavour 
to undeceive or difcover thofe deluded or de- 
luding peribns, who hope or pretend, it is 
only a fhort madnefs in the vulgar, front 
which they may Ibon recover J whereas, I be- 
lieve, it will appeal- to be very different in its 
caufes, its fymptoms, and its confequences $ 
and piH)ve a great example to illuftratc the 
maxim I lately mentioned, that truth (how- 
ever, fometimes late) njitHlat lafipi[f<vaU^ 



KUMB. 
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N U M B ER XV. 

• Thurf4ay* November 16, 1710. 

ffiedioque ut limHe curras^ 
Icare^ aity ttameo ; nefi demiffior ibiiy 
Unda gravet pennas \ficelJior^ ignis fldurat, 

tT muft be avowed, that, for fome years 
■*■ paft, there, have been few things more 
wanted in England th«LQ fuch a paper,, as this 
ought to be : and fiich as I will encjLeavour to 
make it, as long as it fhall be found of any 
ufe, without entering into the violences of 
either pai fy. Confldering the many grievous 
mifreprefentations of perfons and things, it is 
highly requiiite at this junfhire, that the peo- 
>le throughout the kingdom ihould, if pofll- 
Je, be tet right in their opinions by fome 
impartial hand : which hath never been yet 
attempted ; thofe, who have hitherto under- 
taken it, beiAg, upon every account, the leafl 
qtialified of ail hum^n kind for fuch a work^ 
We live here under a limited monarchy, 
and under the do6lrine and difcipline of ajgi 
excellent church. We are unhappily divided 
into two parties, both which pretend a mighty 
.zeal for our religion and government, only 
they difagree about the means. The evils, 
we muft fence againfl, are on one ilde fana- 
ticifm and infidelity in religion, and anaichy, 
under the name of a common- wealth, in go- 
vernment J. 
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vernmcnt ; on the other fi4p, popery, flavery, 
-and the pretender from France, • Now to in-» 
form and direft us in our fentiments upon 
thefe weighty points, here are on one fide two 
ftupid illiterate fcriblers, both of them fana^ 
ticks by profeflion, I mean the Revkuu and 
Ohfiri/Otor 5 op the other fide^ we have an 
open iV(i5»^ror, whoTe chara6l:er a&d pcrfon, 
as well a$ learning and good fenfe difcovered 
upon other fubje£is, do indeed deferve refoeft 
and efteem $ but his Rehearfal and the rcA of 
his political papers M^e yet more pernicious, 
than thbfc of the foiTOer two. It the gene- 
rality 0^ the people know not how to toik or 
tbink^ until they have read their lejfon in the 
paper* of the week, what a misfortune is it, 
that their duty /hould be conveyed to them 
'through ftiph t/ehides as thofe ? For, let fome 
gcntiiemeo think what they pleafe, I cannot 
but fuipeS, tliar the two worthies liirftmen- 
-tio.ned have,, in a^degreej done mifchicf among 
us ; the mock autSoritative manner of the 
one, and the infipid mirth, of th^ other, how- 
ever infupportabJe to rcafonable ears, being 
of a level . with' great numbcrei among the 
loweft part of mankind. Neither wad the 
author of the Kehearfial^ while he continued 
that paper, lefs infeftious to many perfons of 
better figure, wlio perhaps were as well qua- 
iiiied, and much lefe prejudiced, to judge for 
themfHvcs. • ' ^ 

It was this reafon, that moved me to take 
the ntatter out of thofe r^ugh^ as well as thofe 
dirty hands j to ie,t the remote and uniuftruA- 
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eci.part of the nation £be» that they have been 
miued on both iides by mad ridiculous e;^-^ 
tccmcs, at a wide 4ii^ance on lesich.flde from 
tbctnitb J whjic t^c riglit path Is Co broad and 
plain as to be e^ly kept, if .they were ,on?e 
,piit into it. ' 
• Further : I h^d lately entered on a rcfolu- 
tiou to take very little notice of other paperj, 
unltfa it were fiiioh, wheri^ the malice and faf- 
ihodd had fo great ^, mixti;rc of wit and fpjj- 
lity as would niake them dangfirous : which, 
m thcprefent circle of Jcribt>ler5, from twelve;- 
jpeuce to a half psnny, I could cafily forefciB 
\W)ul^ not very frequently occur. But herb 
9jg^in I am forced tq djUpenie vrith my leiblu- 
fioUf althou^ it be pnlj ^o tell my reader, 
•^Iiat «neafure« I am Kke to take pw fuch oc- 
^cafion^ for the future. ^ was told« that the 
mper called T-he Obffrw^tir .W4S twice fijled 
\z&, vRei^.wiri^ remarks upon a kte Examiner* 
Thcic J ri^d with the iSrft. opportunity, and, 
'to ipeak in the ncws-writei's pnrafc, tliey givp 
nue ^ec/ififi^ fir ttufnj ff^culaimis, '\ obfei*ved 
whh fiagular nleaiure the nature of ihofe 
itfhfgjf which tiie owneis of them ufually call 
jnfkverSf and with what dexteritv this match - 
fm author tad fallen i«to tlie wnok art and 
cant of them. To tranfcribc here and there 
jhrec or foui* detached .lines of Icail weight In 
a difcourfe, and by a foolifli comment mif- 
tike every Syllable of the meaning, is what 
I have kno-Hk^n many, of i^ fuperior clafe to 
^is formid;^ble adwrfary, .€nUt;lc an Anfvjer. 

Thi? 
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This is what he hath exaflly Hone in about 
• thrice as many words as my whole di^i^rJe ^ 
'which is fo mighty an advantage overnjef, 
' that I fhall by no means engage in Co unequil 
a combat 5 but, as f^r as I can judge of my 
own temper, cntirdy difmifs him for the fii- 
ture ; heartily wifhing he had a match exa^ly 
of his own nze to meddle with, who (hould 
only have the odds of tmth and honefty, 
which, as I take it, would be ;ui ef{e6hial 
'way to filencehim for ever. Upon this occa« 
lion I canriot fprbear a fhort ftory of a /ana* 
tick farmery who lived in my neighbourhood, 
and was fo |p*eat a difputant in religion^ that 
the fervants m all the families thereabouts re- 
ported, how he had confuted the bilhop and 
alMtis cler^I I had then a footman, who 
was fond of reading the Bible 5 and I bor- 
rowed a comment for him, which he fliidied 
fo clofe, that in a month of two I thought 
him a match for {ixs farmer. They ■ diiputed 
at feveral houfes, with a ring of fervants and 
other people always about them ; where Ned 
explained his texts fo full and clear to the ca-* 
pacity of his audience, and Ihewed the infig- 
nificancy of his adverfary's cant to themeaneft 
uuderftanding, that he got the whole countrjr 
on his fide, and the fanner was cured of hiS 
itch of difputation for ever after. 

The worft of it is, that this fort of outra- 
geous party-writers I have fpoken of above, 
are like a couple of make-bates, who inflame 
fmall quarrels by a thoufand ftories, and by 
keepiug friends at a drftance hinder them 

from 
• 
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froiti tohiing to a good nnderftanding ; as 
■Aey certainly would, if they wertf fuffered 
to meet and debate between themfelves : for 
let any- one examine a reafonablc honeft man 
of citJicr fide upon thofe opinions in religion 
and govemmenf, which both parties daily 
ImfTet each other about 5 he fliall hardly find 
one material point in difference between them. 
I would be glad to aik a gueftion about tnva 
great men of the late miniftry, How they 
came to be Wligs f And, by ^hat figure of 
ipeech hftlf a dozen others, lately put into 
great employments, can be called Tories ? I 
Soubt wnoever would ftrit the definition to 
•the paibns, muft make it direftly contrary 
to wlrat we underftood it at the time of the 
revoltition. 

In order to remove thefe mifapprehenfions 
among us, I believe, it will be neceffary, up- 
on occafion, to dcteft the malice arid falfhood 
of fome popular maxims, which thofe idiots 
icattcr from the prefs twice a week, and draw 
an hundred abfurd confequences from them. 

For example; I have heard it often ob> 
jefted as a great piece of infolence in the 
clergy and others ta fay or hint, that the 
church *was in danger^ when it was voted 
odierwife in parliament fome years ago j and 
the queen herfelf, in her laft fpeech, did 
o^nly condemp all fuch infmuations. Not- * 
yrithftanding which, I did then, and do ftill, 
believe the church hath, fince that vote, been 
in very imminent danger; and I think I 
might then have faid fo-i«rithout the leaft of* 
' "^ , fence . 
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fence to her m^e&yy .or either of the tw^. 
houfes. The queen's words, as near as I. 
can remember, mentioned the church be^n^j 
in danger from her adminiftration \ and \ybo- 
cver fays or thinks that, defervcs, in my opi- 
nion, to be hanged for a traitor: but, that, 
the church and (late may be both in danger^' 
under the beft princes that ever .reigned, and 
without the leaft guilt of theirs, is fuch a- 
ti-uth, as a man muft be a great ftrangcr to 
hiftoiy and common fenfe to doubt. The 
■wifeft prince on earth may be forced by the 
neceffity of his affair;?, and the prefcnt power' 
of an unruly faf^Ion, or deceived by the craft, 
of ill-defigning men. One or two minifters, 
moft in his confidence, may at fir A have good 
intentions, but grow corrupted by time, by 
avarice, by love, by ambition, and have 
fairer teims ofi'ered them to gratify their paf-. 
fions or interclls from one Jet of men than 
another, until they are too far involved for a 
retreat ; and fo be forced to t?ikt fe*v€n fpirits 
more icicked than thcmfelves.- This is a vciy 
poffible cafe 5 and will not the loft fiate tf 
fuch men be nxcrfe than the firft ? that is to 
fay, will not the publick, which was fafe at 
firfi, grow in danger by fuch proceedings as 
tliefe? iind fliall a faithful fubjeft, who ~ 
forefees and trembles at the confequences, be 
called difaffeiicd,^ bccaufe he delivei's his opi- 
nion, although the prince declares, as fee 
juftly may, that the danger is not owing to 
his adminirtration ? Or 0iall the prince him- 
filf be blamtd, when, in fuch a junfturcv 

he 
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he puts his zffairt into other hands *with the 
umverfal applaufe of bis people P As to th« 
vote againft thofe, who fiiould affirm the 
church was in danger, I think it likcwife re- 
ferred to danger from, or under, the queen^s 
adminiftration, (for I neither have it bv me, 
nor can fuddenly have recourse to it) ^ but if 
it were otherwise, I know not how it can re- 
fer to any dangers, but what were paft, or at . 
that time prefent 5 or how it could aiFeft the 
future, unlefs the fenators were all infpired^ 
or at leaft that majority, which voted it: 
neither do I fee it is any crime, farther than . 
ill manners, to differ in opinion from a ma- 
jority of either or both houfes ; and that ill 
manners, I muft confcfs, I have been often 
guilty of for ibme years paft, although I hope 
never (liall again. 

Another topick of great ufe to thefe weeJHy 
infiaitters is the young pretender in Francey 
to whom their whole party is in a hij?h mea- 
fure indebted (or all their greatne^ j and 
whenever it lies in their power, they may per- 
haps return their acknowledgments, as, out 
of tlieir zeal for frequent re^volutions^ they 
were ready to do to his fuppofed father 5 
which is a piece of fecret biftoryj that I hope 
will one day fee the light 5 and I am fure it 
fliall, if ever I am mafter of it, without re- 
garding ivbofe ears nuiy tingle. But at pre- 
fent the^ word pretender is a term of art in 
their profeflion. A fecretajy of ftate cannot 
dejire leafve to reftgny but the pretender is at 
bottom \ the queen cannot diiiblv^ a parlia- 
ment. 
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ment, ttit it is a plot to dethrone herfelf and 
bring in the pretender ; half a fcore .ftock- 
jobbers are playing the knave in Excbdnge- 
alley, and there goes the pretender with a 
JjPonge, One would be apt to think, they 
bawl out the pretender fo often to take off 
the terror 5 or tell fo many lyes about him to 
flacken our caution ; that whep he is really 
coming by their conninjancey we may not be- 
lieve them J as the boy fcrved the (liepherds 
about the coming of the nuolf: ^ or perhaps 
they fcare us with the pretender , . becaiife they 
think he may be like (ome di feafes,' that ^ome 
<with a fright. Do they not believe, that the 
queen's prefent miniftry love her/najefty, at 
leaft as well as fome others loved the church ? 
And why is it not as great a mark of difaf- 
fe^ion now, to fay the queen is in danger^ as 
it was fome months ago to affirm the fame of 
the church ? Suppofe it be a falfe opinion, 
that the queen's right is hereditary and inde^ 
fen[ihle\ yet how is it poflible, -that thofc who 
hold and believe fuch a doctrine, can be in 
the /r^/^«</^V intereft ? His title is weaken- 
ed by every alignment, that ftrengthens hers : 
it is as plain, as the words of an a6V of par- 
liament can make it. That her prefent ma!- 
jefty IS heir to the furvivor of the late king 
and queen her fifter : is not that an hereditary 
right f What need we explain it any farther ? 
I have known an article of faith expounded 
in much loofer and more general terms, and 
that by an author, whofe opinions are very- 
much followed by a certain party. . Suppofe 
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we go further, and examine the word ind^- 
fee^bUy with which fome wiiters of late have 
made themfclves io merry : I confefs, it is 
hard to conceive how any law, which the fu- 
preme powei* makes, may not, by the fame 
power, be repealed ; fo that I fliall not de- 
termine, whether the queen's right be indC'* 
feaJUfUy or no. But this I will maintain; 
that wrhoever affirms it fo^ is not guilty of a 
crime \ for in that fettlement of the crown af- 
ter the revolution, where her prefent majefty. 
is named in remainder, thei*e are (as near as 
I can remember) thefe remarkable words, ta 
nvbicb <we bind our/elves and our fofierity for 
e*ver. Lawyers may explain this, or call 
them words of form as they pleafe ; and rea« 
fbners may argue, that fuch an obligation is 
againft the very nature jof government $ but 
a plain reader, who takes the words in their 
natural meaning, may be excuTed in thinkin^f ' 
a right fo confirmed is indefeafibU \ and if 
there be an abfurdity in fuch an opinion, he> 
is not to alifwer for it. 

P. S. When this paper was going to the 
prefs, the printer brought me two more 
Objer^atorsy wholly taken up in iiiy 
Examiner upon lying, which I was at 
the pains to read \ and they are jui^ 
fuch an anfwer, as the two others { 
have mentioned. This is 9^11 \ bavci 
to fay on that matter, 

C IJUM. ' 
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NUMBER XVL 

fr!itiri3ay, Novcniber 23, 1710. 

S^ fitnt bofd ctves 'j qUi belU^ quidcmidepa^ 
tridhene merentesi nifi qui patriae benefi* 
damemlnerutttf . 

T W I L L employ this ptefent paper upon a 
•*• fubje6V, \^hich of latenafh vei*y very much 
affefted me, which I have conficlered with a 
good deal of application, and made fcveral 
enquiries about among thofe perfons, who, 
I tnought, were beft able to inform -me 5 and 
if I deliver my fentiments with feme free- 
dom, I hope it wiil be forgiven, while I ac- 
company it with that tendernefs, which fo nice 
sgpomt requires. 

I feid in a former paper (Numheri^,') that 
one fpecious objection to tihe late removals at 
court was the fear of giving uneafinefs to a 
general, who hath beep longfiiccefsful abroad j 
and accordingly, the common clamour of 
tongues and pens for fome mbntfes paft hatli 
run againft tne bafenefs, the inconftancy, and 
ingratitude of the whole kingdom to the duke 
of Marlborough t in return of the moA emi- 
jient fervices, that ever were perfonned by. a 
fubjcft to his countiy 5 not to be equalled in 
hiftory: and then, to be fure, fome bitter 
llroke of dctraftion againft Alexander and 
Cafari^ wlio never did us the leaft injury, 
1 Beiidesy 
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BefideSy the people^ who read Plutarch^ cobm 
upon us with paialUls drawn from the Greeks 
and Romans, who ungratefully dealt with I 
know not how many of their moft deferring 

generals: while the profounder politicianB 
ave feen pamphlets^ whe^e Tatitiu and Ma* 
(biavel have been quoted to (hew the danger 
of, too re^lendent a merit. If a granger 
Ihould hear theft furious out-cnes of ingra« 
♦itude agajnft our general, without knowing 
the particulars, he would be apt to enquire* 
where was his tomb, or whether he were aU 
lowed chriftian burial ? not doubting tnit w€ 

tad put biiti to fome ignominious death. Ory 
ath he been tried for his lif«, aAd very ner«i 
irowly efeaped ? hath 4ie been aeeufed or high 
fcrimes and miideiheatiors? hath the prince 
feized on his eft&M^ and left him to ^^^^ ^ 
tiath he be6n hooted at, as he paned the 
flreets, by an ungrateftjl n&blc ? have nei- 
0icr honours, offices, nor grants been confer-* 
fed on him or his family? hare not he and 
they been barbaroufly ftript of -them td! f 
have not lie and his fbrccybeen iU paid abroad ? 
and doth not the prince, by a fcanty Ihnited 
commiflion, hin^ him m>m purfuing hi« 
trum methods in the con4i»^ of the war? 
hath he no power aft all of di^odtfg of com- 
mifllons as he pleaieth? is he not fcverely 
ufed by th(5 miniftry or parliament, who year- 
ly call him to a ^ri£k account ? hath the fe- 
Aate ever thanked him for good fuccefs, and 
have they not always publickly cenfurcd him 
".'■>• ^ ■ c a ' for 
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.for the leaft mifcairiagc ?— Will the accufers, 
of the nation join iflue upon any of thefe par- 
ticulars : or, tell us in what point our damn- 
able fin of ingratitude lies?— Why, it is 
plain and clear j for while he is commanding 
abroad) the queen diflblves her parliaments 
-And changes her miniftiy at home j in which 
4tHi'verfitl calamity no lefs than fwo perfons^ 
allied, by marriage to the general, have loft 
their places. Whence came this wonderful 
jfympathy between the civil and militarjr 
powers ? Will the troops in Flanders refute 
%o fight, unlefs they can have their onjun lord 
Jceeper, tkeir own lord prefident of the coun- 
cily tbeir own chief governor of Ireland^ ahd 
their own parliament ? In a kingdom, where 
the people are iree, how came they to be (b 
fond of having their couafels under the in- 
fluence of their army, or thofe tliat lead it ? 
who, in all well-inftituted ftates, had no 
commerce with the civil power, farther than 
to receive their orders, and obey them with- 
out referve. 

When a general is not fo popular, either 
in his army or at home, as one might expe^l 
from a long cpurfe of fuccefs j it may per- 
haps be afcribed to his tjui/dont, or perhaps to 
his complexion. The poiJeflion ot fomc one 
quality, or a dcfc^ in fome- other, will ex- 
tremely damp the people's favour, as well as > 
the love of die foldiers. Befides, this is not 
an age to produce favourites of the people, 
while we live under a queen, who engroneth 

ail 
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Yo>pooi. ; his own and liis^cWs^s empl<^ 
fnents at five years valuCi i^eckoning only true 
iLSown and avowed Salaries, slIk very low 
rated at 100,000/. Here is a good deal above 
}ialf a million of money ; and, I dare fay, 
thofe who are lotideft with tiie clamour of in*- 
gratitude, will readily owh^ that all this is 
tmt a trifle, in compatifon of what is wr* 
ioU. 

The reafon of my stating this account is 
only to convince Ac world, that we are not 
4quite fo trngrateftil ^liier as the Greeks or th« 
iR^mans ; and in order to adjuft 'this matter 
with all fdimcft, I fhall confine rayfelf to the 
latter, vAto were much the more geneiXHis of 
the two, A viftorious general of Rome, in 
the heighth of that empire, having entirely 
)fubdued his enemies, was rewarded with the 
larger triumph, and perhaps a ftatue in the 
Forum, a bulJ for a facrifice, an embroidered 
garment to appear in, a crown of laurel, a 
monumental trophy with infcriptions, fome- 
times five hundred or a thoufand copper 
^oins were flruck on occafion of the vidlory. 
which, doing honour to the general, we will 
place to his -accounts and laftly, fometimesj 
although not very trequcntly, a triumphal 
arch, Thefe are all the rewards, tlaat I cai^ 
call to mind, which a vi^lprious general re- 
<:civ^ after his return from the moft glorious 
expedition; having conquered fome great 
kingdom, brought the king himfelf, his fa^ 
imiljr, and nobles, to adorn the tiiumph in 
chains j and made the kingdoni either a Ro^ 

man 
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man province^ or at beft a poor depending 
ftate in humble alliance to tliat empire. Now, 
of all th^fe rewards I find but two, which 
were of real profit to the general j the laurel 
cro'wnf made and fent him at the chaige of 
the publick, and the embroidered garment ; 
but I cannot find, whether this laft was paid 
for by the fenate or the general : however we 
will take the more favourable opinion } and 
in all the- reft admit the whole expence, as if 
it were ready money in the general's pocket, 
l^ow accordmg to thefe computations on both 
fides, we will draw up two fair accounts; 
the one of Roman gratitude, and the other of 
£W/{^ ingratitude, and let them together in 
Iballance. 
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all our lore, and all our veneratron ; and 
•where the only way for a great general or 
minifter to acquire any de^c of £bordinate 
affection from the publick muft be by alt 
marks of the moft entire fubmijlon and re^ 
JpeSi to her facred perfon and commands; 
otherwife no pretence of great fervices, either 
in the field or the cabinet, will be able to 
ikreen them from univerfal hatred. 

But the late miniftry was clofety joined to 
the general by friendihip; intereft, alliance, 
inclination, and opinion ; which cannot be 
affirmed of the prdent : and the ingratitude 
of the nation lieth in the ^to^Xt's joining ae 
one man to wifli, tliat fuchi a miniftry ihould 
be changed. Is it not at the fame time noto« 
rious ,to the whole kingdom, diat nothing but 
a tender regard to the general was able to 
preferve that miniftry fo lon^, until neither 
. G<A ner man could fuffer their continuance f 
Yet in the higheft ferment of things we heard 
few or no reflexions upon this great com- 
mander ; but all ieemed unanimous in wifli* 
inghe might ftill be at the. head of the con- 
fedeiate forces ^ only at the fame tiiiie, in 
caie he were refolved to refign, they chofe ra* 
ther to turn their thoi^ht fomewhere elfe than 
throw up all in defpair. And this I cannot 
but add, in defence of the people with regard 
to the perfon we are (peaking of^ that, in the 
high ftation he hath been for many yearr 
pait, his real drfeSs (as nothing human is 
without them) have in a detracting 1^ been 
reiy ipai'ingly mentioned either in libels br 
C 3 con- 
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fconveifation, and all hn fiuceffes very fredy 
and univerfaily applauded. 

There is an ^^kive and a paOire ingra^- 
Aitude : applyiiiig both to this occaSon* 
wt may fay, the firft is, when a prince or* 
j)€bple ijotuins good fervices with cruelty or 
til ufage; the other is, when good fervices 
are not at all, or very meanly rewarded. Wc 
have already flpgken of the forracr;* let u« 
therefore in the fecond place examine^, how 
^he fervices of oiir general Jbave been reward- 
ed; and wlictber, npon that article, either 
prince or peopie live been guilty of ingra» 
titude? 

Thofe are the naoft Taluable rewards^ which 
are given to us from- die certain ^knowdcdge 
lof uie doftor, that thtsy jit jour ^ttrnptr heft t 
1 ihall therefore iay nothing of the title of ^^i^, 
•or the garter y which the queen beftowed up- 
on the general in the beginning of her 
^ign ; but I ihall came to mare fiibftatitial 
it^ancesy and mention nothing, v^ch hath 
ajot been given in the face of the worid; 
The lands of W^^dftock may, I believe, be 
reckoned >wmth 4.9,000/. 4 on the building of 
Bieriheim cafile ioo,acK>/. *hayc been ah*^y 
expended, althousliit^ not yet near iiniih- 
^$ the ^rtnt<if 5000/. ^per armum on the 
i>oft office |« richly wordi 100,000 /. ; hie f>rjn. 
cipality in Gentuu^ «nay be computed at 
30,060//.; .pi&ures, jetfrns, xmd other gifts 
from foreign princes, 6o,oao /. tl^e 'gi*ant at 
the Pidl-maUy the rangerfliip, Gfr. for want 
«f more catain juiotdedge^ ii(ay be called 
- . > ' '\ '■' jo,ooo/. J 
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This is an account of the vifible profits on 
^th fides; and if (he Roman general had 
any ftivate ferquifiteSy they may be eafily 
difcountedj and by more probable computa« 
tions 3 and differ yet more upon- the balance. 
If we confider, that all the gold and filv^ 
for fafeguards and coniributioKs^ alfo all n^a* 
tiuite^rii^s taken in the war, were openly 
expofed ill the triumph, and then Ipdged \tk 
the capital* for the publick fervice. . 

So that, Upon the whole, we ire not yet 
quite fo bad at luirfti as the Romans were at 
beft. A^d I doubt th<|fe, who rsdfe this hi- 
deous cry of ingraj:ituile, may be mightily 
iniftaken in the confcquencc they propde 
from fu^h complaints. I remember a iaVing 
^Sneca, Mtutos^ ing^aioi ifWettmut, fmrif 
facimusi we/«^many ungra^cfiil perfbns iii 
the world, but we maAe more, by letting tod 
high a rate upon our pretenfions, gnd Tind^r7 
valuing the rewards wc receive. When un- 
rcafonablc bills are brought in, they ought to 
be taxed, or cut off in the middle. Where 
there have been long accouhts between two 
perfonsf I have known one of them pcxpe* 
tually making large den^nds, and preilmg 
for payments ; who, when the accounts were 
pail up On both fides, was found to be debtor 
for fome hundreds. I am thinking, if a 
proclamation were Iflued out for every man 
to fend in his bill of merits, and the lowe^ 
price he fet tliem at, what a pretty fum it 
would amount to, and how many fuch iflanda 
as ^it muft be fold to pay them. I form 
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2ny judgmeAt from th6 pra^ice of thofe^ who 
fometlmee. happen to fey tbemfelvt^^ and, I 
dare afiirm> would not be fo unjuft to take a 
farthing more, ,than they think is due to their 
^feferts. I wUl inftance only in one article t 
a \b'\ lady of my acquaintance appropriated 
twenty fix pounds a year out of her allow- 
ance cor certain ufes, which her woman [r] 
received, and was to pay to the lady or her 
order, as it was called for. But after eight 
years it appeared, upon the flrifleft calcula^ 
^on, that we woman had paid but four pounds 

J^l -^i^pofed to be her lale majefty queen Anne* 
rj The matter was this : At the Qu ken's ac- 
ion to the government, ihe ufed to lament to me, 
♦hat the crown being impovcriflicd by former grants, 
ihe wanted the power her predeceiTors had enjoyed 
to reward faithful fervants \ and ihe deflred me to 
take out of the privy purfe 2000/. a year, in order 
to purchafe for my advantage.-— As her Ma jisty 
was fo good to provide for my children, and as the 
offices I enjoyed by her favour brought me in more 
than I wanted — I cooftantly declined it till the 
ttmC'^lhe was pleafed to 4ifmifs me from her fer- 
«rice* Theii indeed — ^I fent the queen one of her own 
letters, in which /he had preflbd me to take the 
2000/. a year ; .and I wrote at the fame time to ask 
her majefty, whether ihe would allow me to charge 
in the privy purfe -accouBts, which I was to fend 
her, that yearly fum from, the time of the cffcTp 
amooRting to 18,000/. Her majefiy was pleafed t* 
anfwer, 2 might charge it. This therefore J[ did* 
Account of the conduii of tb* dowager ducbefs tf 
Marlborough, p« 2^, ^95, 

a year. 
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a year, and funk two and twenty for her own 
pocket. It is but fuppofing,' inftead of twen- 
ty- fix pomids, twenty-fix tnoufand j and by 
tnat you may judge, what the pretcnfions of 
modern merit are, vehcre it happens^to be its 
©wn paymaftcr. 
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N UM BE R XVn. 

Thurfday, November 309 i y^o* 

^uas res -luxuries in flagitiisi .avaritia in ra*- 
piniSf Jkperbia in contumeliis i^ctre po^ 
tu^et\ earvmnesfefty hoc uno praetor e /per 
ttienniuM pertuHffe aiebant. 

TxrHEN I firft undertook this paper, I 
^^ wa» refblved to concern myfelf only 
with Mngs; and not with pgrfont, . Whether 
I have kept or broken this refolution, I can* 
Bot i«colle£l ; and I will not be at the pains 
to examine, but leave the matter to thofe 
little antagoniils, who may want a topick for 
tfiticiiin.' Thus much I 'have difcovered^ 
taat it is in writing as in bpilding; whei-e^ 
after all our Schemes and calculations, we are 
migbttly deceived in our accounts^ and often 
forced' to make ufe of ahy materials we can 
find; that the woi-k may be kept a* going. 
Besides, to fpeak my opinion, the tMngs X 
havs. bccaJidnto mention are fo clofely linked 
to pjtrfens, that nothing' but time (the father 
of obli*viop) can Separate them. Let me put 
2r paralldi cftfe :. Aippofe I fhouid. complain,, 
that laft week my coach was within an inch 
of overturning in a fmooth even wayj and 
draw^ii' by vety geiJtle hoifcs 5 t9 be ftire all 
my friends would imm ediately iSy the fault^ 
upon Jobny becatllFTlirey kncwlie ih^ ./rip- 
-VoL. Vm. D ^ded 
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JUUdxn my coach-box. Again, fuppoie 1 
fbould difcover fome uneaiineS to &ad myfelf, 
I knew not how, orer head and ears in debt^ 
although I were fure my tenants paid their 
rents very weU, and that I never Ipent half 
jny income, they would certainly adviie me 
to turn off Mr. Oldf9x[d\ mj^ecekuri ^^ 
take another. If, as a juftice of peace, I 
ihould tell a friend, that my ivammts and 
mittimus's were never drawn up as I wouid have 
them $ that I had the misfortune to fend an 
boneft man to goal and difinifs a knave $ he 
would bid me no kneer truft Cbmrles and 
Harry [ilf my two ckrks, whom he knew 
to be ignorant wilful, aifuming, and tU-in* 
clined feUowa. If I ihould add, that m^ 
tenants made me very uneafy witb their 
Iquabbles- and broils among diemfelves i he 
would counfel me to caihifr IHU Btgamjf [/]^ 
the femfcbal of my manor. Ana li£jiy, if 
my neighbour and I happened to have a mif- 
vndtrfbnding about the deHnfin rf a mef- 
fage^ what could I do lefs than i&ip and dilk. 
card the hUmderitsg or maUaom nttcal» wh» 
tarried it ? 

It is the fame thing m the condu£k of pub* 
lick affairs, where they have been mana^^ 
with rafhnefs or wilfulnefs, cormption, ig-- 
aorance, or iB^ttftitt. Barely to relate the 



\d\ L. Goddpbin. 



^ ^ £• StmdtrlanJ, tad Hmy StyU, ef^. wtte at 
this time lecrttaries of ftate. 
[/jL.C—1 rC— -^. 
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faBs, at leaft while they are frefli in menvory, 
will as much refle£b upon the ferfotu con- 
cerned^ as if we had told their names at 
length. 

1 have therefore iince thought of another 
expedient, frequently praclifed with great 
iafely and fuccefs by fatyrical writers \ which 
js that of looking into hlftory for fome cha- 
racter bearing a refemblance to the peiibn wo 
would defcribe : and with the abfblute power 
of altoingy adding, or fupprefllng.what cir* 
ounfbmces we pl^e, I conceive we muft. 
kave here very bad luck, or very little ikill, 
to fail. However, fome days ago m a cof* 
fee-houie looking into one of the politick 
weekly papers, I found the writer had fallen 
into this fcheme \ and I happened to light on 
that part, where he was defcribing a perfon, 
who from fmall beginnings grew (as I re- 
member) to be conftable of Framciy and had 
a very haughty impermu nvife. I took the 
author for a friend ' to our foBion • (for fo, 
with great propriety of fpeech, they call the 
<|ueen and roiniftry, almoft tKe whole clergy» 
and nine parts in ten of the kingdom) ; and 
I faid to a gentlemen near me, mat although 
I knew well enough what peribns the author 
meant^ yet there were feveral particulars in 
the bujban^s character, wbich I could not 
reconcile j for that of the ladyy it was juft 
aud. adequate enough. But, it feems, I mif* 
took^ the whole matter, and applied all I had 
read to a couple of perfons, who were not at 
that time in the writer's thoughts* 

D 1 Novir, 
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Now, to avoid fuch misfortune as this, I 
have been for fome time confulting Li*ty and 
Tacitus to find ont the charafteror a Princtpt 
fenatusy a Praetor urbanus^ a Sluaeflor aera-- 
rius, a Caefari ab epiftolis, and a Ftoconjuh 
but among the worft of them I cannot dif^ 
cover one, from whom to draw a parallel 
without doing iiijury to a roman memory j 
fo that I am compelled to have recourfe to 
*rutly. But, this author relating fafts only 
as an orator, I thought it would be bcft td 
obferve his method, and make ian extraft 
from fix harangues of his againft Vnrresy only 
ilill preferving thie form of an omtion. I re-; 
member a yoimger brotlier of mine, who dc- 
cfcafed about two months ago, prcfented the 
world with a {J)eech of Aktbiades againft an 
Athenian brewer. Now I am toM for cer- 
tain, that in thofe days there was no ale in 
4tbens-y therefore that fpecch, or at Icaft « 
g-eat part of it, mtift needs be ^mrious. 
The difference between my brother an4 mfi 
is this 5 he makes Afcibiaaes fay a mat deaf 
more than he really did, and I make Cicer0 
fay a great deal lefs. This f^errgs[g1 had. 
been the Rotnan gioremor of SicUjf for three 
years ; and, on his return from his govern- - 
ment, the Sicilians entreated Cicero to inw- 
peach him in the fenate; which h^' according- 
ly did in feveral orations, from whence X 
have faithfully trandated and abftra£bd that 
which follows s 

[g\ Earl of ff^arun, lord lieatenant of JreUnd, 
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** My Lo&ds, 
•* A pernicious ofMnton hath for fome time 
** prevailed, not only at R»me, but among 
*^ our neigbbottring nati^is, that a man whtf' 
•• hath money enoughs although he be ever 
•• €0 guilty, cannot b* condemned in this 
** place. But, however induftrioufly this 
^' opmion be fpreadto caft an odium on th6' 
** fenate, we have brought before your lord- 
•< fliins Cdius Ftr^es\ a perfon for his life 
** and anions already condemned by all 
** men ; but, as he hbpes and gives out, by 
** the influence of his wealth to be here ab- 
** folved. In condemning this map y6u hav6 
•• an -oppoitunJty oi belying that general 
•* icandal, of redeeming the credit Ufi bjf 
*^ farmer judgments y and recovering the love 
''of the Roman people, as well as of oiur 
** fiei|rhbour8. I have brought here a man 
•* berore you, my lords, who is a robber of 
** the publick treafure, an overtumer of law 
** and jufti<fe, and thQ difgrace as well as 
**■ deftru^on of the Sicilian province 5 of 
•* whom, if you ihall determine with equity 
•* and due feverity, your authority will re- 
'* main entire, and upon fuch an eftabliih- 
*• ment as it ought to be : But if his great 
•• riches will be able to force their way through 
** that religious reverence and truth, which 
** become fo awful an aiTembly, I fliall how- 
** ever obtain thus much, that the defe6^ will 
** be laid where it ought j and that it fl^ill 
*^ not be obje^ed, 3iat the criminal was 
D % "no 
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*< not produced) or that there wanted an 
^^ orator to accufe him. This man, mv 
<' lordsy hath publickly faid, that thoie 
<' ought to be afr^d or ac€u(ation«» who 
** have only robbed enough for their- own 
<' fupport and maintenance : but that he hath 
*' plundered fufficient to bribe "numbers | 
*^ and that nothing is fo high or fo holy, 
f*^ which money cannot corrupt. Take that 
*/ fupport from him» and he c^ have no 
<' other left : for what eloquence will be able 
*^ to. defend a man, who& life hath been 
<f tainted with fo many fcandalous vices, and - 
*f who hath been fo long condemned by the 
*f univerfal opinion of uie world ? To pafs 
<^ over the foul ftains and ignominy of his 
^^ youth, his corrupt management in all em- 
*{ woyments he hatti borne, his treachery and 
** irreligion, his injuftice ^nd oppreillon ^ he 
** hath left of late fuch monuments of his 
U viUanies in Sicily ^ ' made fuch hayock and 
** confufion there, duringt. his ^government, 
** that the province cannot by ?iny means be 
*^ reflored to its former ftate, and har41y re- 
*\ cover itfelf at all under many years, and 
*\ by a loh^ fucceiEon of |^ood governors. 
*^. While this man governed m (ji^tiiland, the 
** . Sicilians had neither the benefit of our 
*^ laws nQr their own, nor even of cqmmon 
** right. In Sicily no man now poflefles 
^^ more, than what the goveiDof^s lull and 
** avarice have overlooked, or what he was 
*^ forced to negjeft out of mere wearinqfa 
*l f nd faticty of oppr^fliqn. Every thing, 
. ' *' where 

liigitizedbyGOOgiv 



No. 1^. THE EXAMINER. 43 

** where he preHded, was determined by hit 
♦* arbitrary will j and the beft Aibie£ls he 
*' treated as enemies. To recount nis abo- 
'* minable debaucheries would offend any 
" ^ modeft ear, fince fo many could not pre- 
*' ierve their daughters and wives from his 
*' luft. I believe there is no man, who ever 
'* heard his name, that cannot relate his enor- 
•' mities. We bring before you in judg- 
" ment, my lords, a publick robber, an 
** adulterer, a dbfiler of altars [^]> 
•• an enemy of relieiori, and of all that is 
^ facred. In Sicily ac fold all employments 
** of judicature, magiftracy, and truft, places 
** in die council, and the prieftbood itfelf» 
^ to thehigheft bidder | aiid has plundered 
•• that ifland of forty millions of fefterces* 
^ And here I cannot but obferve to your 
^^^ lordihips, in what manpeir Verrts paiTed 
** the day: the momii^ was fpent in taking 
** bribes and felling employments; the reft 
** of it in drunJcennefs ana luft. His dif- 
^* (ourfe at table was fcandaloufly unbecom- 
^* ing the dignitv of his ftation \ noife, .bru'- 
** tality, and oofcen^efs. One particular 
'* I cannot omit $ that, in the high charafter 
*• of governor of ^fWpr, upon a folemn dav^ 
'* a day fet apart for publick prayer for the 
'* fafety of the commonwcalui, he ftole at 
*' evening in a chair to a mariMd woman of 

' [A] The ftory of ^ the Vx^JVharton ii true ; who, 
widi iome odier nvretches, went into a pnlpt^, ani 
icfiled it in the moft filthy maaaerii 

D 4 •' infa- 
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** infamous cliarafter, againft all decency 
*^ and prudence, as well as agalnil all laws> 
*' both hupnan and divine. Didft thou think^ 
* ' O Verres I the government of Sicily was 
*• given thee with fo large a commifliony 
"' only, by the power of that, to break all. 
*' the bars of law, modefty, and duty 5 to 
** fuppofc all men's fortunes thine, and leave 
*^ no houfe free from any rapine and luilf r* 
etc. 

This extra^, to deal inecnuonfty, hath 
coft^e more pains, than I think it is worth ^ 
having only fei-ved to convince me, that mo- 
dern coiTuptions are not to be paralleled by 
' ancient example?, without having recourfe to> 
poetry or fable. For inflance, I never read 
m ftory of a law ena^ed to take away the. 
force of all laws whatfoeverj by which a 
man may fafely commit, upon the laft of 
Juney wnat he would infallibly be hanged 
for, if he comnAitted it on the iirft of Jv^ $ 
by which the greateft criminals may efcape, 
provided they, continue long enough m power 
to antiquate their crimes, and by uifling them 
a while can deceive the legiflatufe Into an 
nmnefyy of which the ena6lors do not at that 
time torefee the fronfequence. A cautious* 
merchant will be apt to fufpeA, when he finds, 
a man who has the repute of a cunning dealer^ 
and with whoin he hath old accounts, urging 
for a general releafe. When I refiedl on 
this proceeding, I am not furpriiibd thatthofe^) 

wh» 
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who contrived a parliamentary ^tf/ajf^ for their 
crimes, are now afraid of a new revolution 
J^9tige for their- money: and if it were pof- 
ftblc to contrive a^fl«^^,.tbat c*uld only af- 
ftGt thofe. who, had need of the ,pthcr, pet- 
baps it would not be ill employed. 
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NUMBER XVIir. 

Thurfday, December 9, 1710. 

^ippe uhifas ^ferfum atque nefas \ tot Bella 
per9rhim\ ^ammuUae fceUrum fades F - 

tAM often yiolently tempted to let tho 
* world freely know» who the author of this 
paper is ; to tell them my name and titles at 
length ; which would pi-erent abundance of 
inconfiftent criticifms I daily hear upon it. 
Thofe who are enemies to the notions and 
opinions I would advance, are fometimes apt 
t« quarrel with the Examiner as defective m 
point of wit, and fometimes of truth. At 
other times they are fo generous and candid 
to allow, it is written by a elub, and ^ that 
very great bands hAVtjSngers in it. As for 
thofe who only appear its adverfaries in print, 
they give me but very little pain. The pa- 
per» I hold, lies at my mercy, and I can 
govern it as I pleafe ; therefore, when I be* 
gin to find the wit too bright, the learning 
too deep, and the fatyr too keen for me to 
deal with (a veny frequent cafe, no doubt» 
where a man is conftantly attacked bjr fuch 
(hrewd adverfaries) I peaceably fold it up, 
or fling it afide, and read no more. It would 
be happy for me to have the fame power over 
people's tongues, and not be forced to hear 
my own work niled at, and commended, 
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liity dmes a day $ affeftmg all the while a 
countenance wholly unconcerned, and join- 
%ng, out of policy or good mannert, with 
the judgment of both parties : this, I con- 
feis, is too great a haitHhip for fo bafliful 
and unexperienced a writer. 

But, alaSy I lie under another difcourage- 
ment of much more weight. I was very un- 
fortunate in the choice of my party, when I 
fet up to be a writer. Where is the merits 
or wnat opportunity to difcover our wit, our 
courage, or our learning, in drawing our 
pens for the defence of a caufe, which the 
t^uECN and both houfes of parliament, and 
nine parts in ten of the kingdom, have Co 
ttnanlmouily embraced ? I am cruelly afraid^ 
we politick authors muft begin to leflbn our 
cxpences, and Ue for the future at the mercy 
of our printers. All hopes are now gone of 
writing oudHves into places or penfions. A 
certain ftarveling author, who ^worked under 
the late adminii&ation, told me, with a«lieHvy 
heart, about a month ago, that he, and fome 
Mfaers of his brethren, had fecretly offered 
fheir ftrvice, dog-cheap, to the prefent mi*.. 
Hiihy, but were all refufed j and are now 
maintained by contribution, like Jacobites or 
fanatiiks, \ have been of late employed, 
out bf ^xie^ commiferation, in doing them 
good onces : for whereas fome were of opi- 
nion^ that thefe hungry zealots (hould not 
be fulfered any longer in their malapert way 
to fnarl at the prefent courfe of publick pro- 
ceedings.! axid- whereas othfii'^propofed) that 
P 6 they 
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they ihould be limited to a ceitain numbtrji 
and permitted to write for their mafitrtf iii 
the faifle manner as counfel are afligned for 
other criminals, that is» to fay all they caa 
in defence of their client, but not reflex up* 
on the court} I humbly gave my advice^ 
that they Ihould be fuffered to write on, as 
they ufed to do $ which I did purely out 6f 
regard to their perfons ; for I hoped it would 
keep theip out of hArms«>way, and prevent 
them from falling into evil courfes $ which^ 
though of little confequence to the publick» 
would certainly htfmal to tbmfd*ves* If I 
have room at the,b9ttom of this paper, I 
will tranfcribe a petition to the prei^nt mi-* 
niftry, fcnt me by one of thcfe authors iu 
behalf of himfelf and fourfcore others of his 
brethren, . 

For my own pait, notwithftanding the 
little encouragement to be hoped for at this 
time from the men in power, I (hall conttnue 
my paper, till either the world or myfelf 
glow weary of it : the latter is eafily deter- 
mined \ and for the former, I ihajl not leave 
it to the partiality of either party, but to the 
infallible judgment of m)r pnnter* One 
principal end I defigned by it, was to unde- 
ceive thofe welUmeaning people, who hapi^ 
been drawn unawares into a wrpn^ ienfe of 
things either. by the common pre]udice$ jof 
education and company, the great perfdnal 
qualities of ibme party leaders, or tlie foul 
mifreprefentations that were conftantly made 
of hU, who durft differ fix>in them in the 
4 fmaUell 
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fmallei^ article* J have knowii. fuch . men 
ftrUck with the thoughts of Come late changes^ 
which, at they.4H«teBd to think, were made 
without any i-eafon vifihle to the world. In 
anfwer to thi8> it is not fufiiciept to alled^e, 
what np bo^y doubts^ that a good and wife 
prince may be allowed to phange his mioif- 
ter» without givlnjg a reafon to his fubjedsf 
becaufeitis certain, that he will not make 
fuch a change without veiy, important rea* 
fon9 $ and a good Aibje^l ought to fuppoie, 
that. in fuch a' caf^, tbcre are fuch reafons, al<* 
though he be not appri£sd oi them j other* 
wiie he mu|l inwardly tax his prince oi ca-* 
pricioufi^efs, in^onftaiiicy, or ill defign. Such 
reafons indeed may not be obvious to perfons 
prejudiced, or at a great diftance» or (liort 
thinkers $ and therefore if they be no fecreta 
of ftate, nor.ai^y ill confeauences to be ap- 
prehended from,. their pubUeation, it is no 
uBComnaendable work in any private hand to 
lay them open for the iatisfa6lion of all mep« 
And if what I have ..already faid, or ihall 
hereafter lay, of this kind, be tho^ght to 
reflect upon pgrjbtut although none haiie been 
named, I know not how it can poiTibly^ be 
avoided* Thie^queen in her fpeech m«nt)on^« 
nvitb great conc^ntt that << the navy. and other 
*< offices -are burthened with heavy debts ; 
*' and defires, that the like may be prev^pted 
** for the time to come.'* And, if it be way 
poiltble to prevent the continuance of an evil, 
iiiat hath beeA fo long gi-owing i^oaus,. tkn4> 

• .it 

Digitized by Google 



^» THE EXAMIHEK. I^.tt. 
is arrived to Htch a heighdi ; Atrdy thofe cor«. 
mptions and mifmanagements muft have been 
great, which firft introduced them» before our 
taxes were eaten up by annuities. 

If I were able to rip up and diA:over, in all 
their colours, only about eight or nine thou*- 
fand of the moft urandalous abiifes, that have 
been committed in all parts of publick ma* . 
nagement for twenty years^pskft by a certain 
fett of men and their inftrumeats, I fliould 
reckon it fome fervice to my countiy and pof- 
terity. But to fay the truth, I ihotild be glad 
the authors names were conveyed to future 
times along with their a£(ions. For although 
the prefent age may undoiland well enough 
the litde hints we give, the parallels we draw, 
and the characters we deicribe $ yet all this 
will be loft to the next. However^ if thefe 
papers, reduced into a nu^f dmrmhk form^ 
ihould happen to live till our grtod-children 
are men, I hope they may have curioiity 
chough to conmlt annals and compare dates 
in order to find out^ what names were then 
intrufted ^tli the conduct of aH^rs, in the 
coniequences whereof themfelves will fo deep* 
)y ihare \ like a heavy debt in a private fa* 
mily, which often lies an incumbrance upon 
ta eftate for three generations. 

But leaving the care of informing poftentjr 
^ to better pens, I (hall, v(4th 4ue regard to 
truth, difcretion, and die iafety of my peHbn 
from the men of the net^^fm^Ud nnderatkm, 
continue to take all proper opportunities of 
kttipg the mifled pan of the people fee» how 
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iycfdy they have been abufed, and In what 
ymticiilary, I (hall alio endeavour to don- 
vince them, that the prefent courfe we are in 
m the moft probable means, with the blefling 
«f God, to extricate- ourfelves out of all our 
wuicnities* 

Among thoft, who are pleafed to 'write or 
talk agamft tlii? paper, I have obferved » 
ftrasge manner of reasoning, which I fhould 
be glad to hear them explain themfelves upon. 
They make no ceremony of exclaiming upon 
all occafions againft a change of miniftry inf 
§b critica} and dangerous a conjun£hire* 
VFhsit fhall we, who heartily approve and 
jom Sn thofe prdceeilings, fay in defence of 
<hem f We own the jun^re of affairs to be 
:is they defcribe : we are pulhed for an an- 
swer ; and are forced at laft freely to confefs, 
that the corruptions and abufes in every 
branch of the admhiiftration were fo nume- 
tons and intolerable, that all tlungs muft 
kaye ended in ruin ¥nthont fbnie Q>eedy re* 
Ibrreation. This I have already aiferted in 
a fonner papery and die replies I have read, 
€>r heard, have been in plain terms to affirm 
the direft contrary ; and not only to defend 
and celebrate the lateperfons and proceedings^ 
but to threaten me with Jaw and vengeance 
0>r cafting reflexions on fo many great and 
bonourable men, whofe birth, 'Virtue, and 
0MGiiej, 'wko/e morals and nUgion, 'wbojt 
ttfoe of their country, and its* confiitution in 
dtmrch andfiide, were lb univerfally allowed { 
and all this let off with gdious comparifons, 
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refie^mg on theprefent dioice: is not diisia 
plain and dir-e6b teims to tell aU the worlds 
that the queen hath in a moft dangerpus crids 
turned out a whole fett of the beft minifters» 
that ever ferved a prince, without any raan* 
ner of reafon, but her royal pleafure, an4 
brought in others of a charaifter dire£lly con- 
trary P And how io vile an opinion as this- 
can coniift with the leaft pretence to loyalty or 
good manners, 'let the world determine. 

I confefs myfelf {o little a refiner in poH-^ 
tkk9, as not to be able to difcoverwhat other, 
motive, befides obedience to the Queen, a 
ienl'e of publick danger, and a true love of 
their country,; joined with ipvii)cible cou^a^^, 
could fpirit up thofe great men, who have, 
now under her majefly's authority undertaken 
the dire^liou of affairs. Whiat can they ex— 
pe6l, but the utmofl efforts of malice, frpm • 
a fett of enraged domeftick adverfaiies pcrp^' 
tually watching over their condu6l,* eroding- 
all their defign^, and uUng every ^vt to fo- 
ment diviflons among them, in order to joia- 
v^ith the weakeil, upon any rupture ^ Tiie 
difficulties tl^ey muft encounter are nine times 
more and greater than ever ; and the profpecls 
of intereft, after the reapings and gleanings 
of fo many y:ears, nine times lefs* Every 
misfortune at home or abroad, although the - 
necejfaiy confequecce of former oounfeis, .will 
be imputed to tjienxj and allthe good fupcei* , 
given to the merit of former fSiemes^ -A , 
fkarper hath held your cards all the. ev.en- . 
ing, played booty, and loft youi- ,nio.ney,i 
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and, when things are almoft defperate, you 
cniploy an honeft^ntlem^n to retrieve your 
lories. 

I would alk, whether the Queen's ipeech 
doth not contain her intentions m every pard- 
cvlzr relating to the publick, that a good fnb- 

{"eft, a Briton, and a Proteftant can pofiiblv 
lave at heart ? ** To carry on the war in au 
** its parts, particularly in Spain, with the 
•? utmoft vigour, in order to procure a fafe 
*' and honourable peace for us and our allies | 
*^ to find fome ways of paying the debts of the 
•* navy 5 to fupport and encourage the church 
•* of England j to prcferve the Britifl) confti* 
•' tution according to the union ; to maintain 
•• the indul^nee by law allowed to fcrupu* 
•* lous confciences 5 and to employ none but 
** fuch, as are for the Proteftant fucceillon in 
*« the houfe of Hanover J"^ It is known 
enough, that fpeeches on thefe occafions are 
ever digefted by the advice of thofe, who are 
in the chief confidence ; and confequently, 
that thefe are the fentiments of her majefty's . 
ninifters, as well as her own \ and we itt^ 
the two houfes have unanimoufly agreed with 
her in every article. When the leaft counter- 
paces are made to any of thefe refolutions, it 
will then be time enough for our malecon- 
tents to bawl out popery, perfecution, arbitra» 
ry power, ahd the pretender. In the mean 
^mlle» it. is a little hard to think, that this 
ifland can hold but fix men of honefty and 
ability enough to ferve their prince and coun- 
try ; or that our fafety ihould depend upon 
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their credit, any more than it would upon the 
breath in their noftrils. Why fliould not a 
r£Volution in the miniftry be (bmetimes necef- 
fary, as well as a revolution in the crown ^ 
It is to be i^refumedy th^ former is at leaft as 
lawful in itfelf, and perhaps the exoeriment 
not quite fo dangerous. The revoiutioH ef 
€titjun about the efirtb was formerly thought 
a neceflary expedient to folve appearances, al«. 
though it left many diiHculties unanfwered | 
until philofophers contrived abetter, which. 
is that of the earth's revolution about Utitfun^ 
This is found upon experience to iaye much 
dme and laboyr, to correct many i^gulai^. 
motions, and is better fuited to the reijpeft 4uc> 
from a pUuut tg 9'fix$dJ^ar% 
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NUMBER XIX. 

Thufiday, December 14, 1710* 

Santquibus in fatyra *videarnims acer^ it 

ultra 
Legem umkre opus : fint neruis altera^ quk-^ 

CompCjfid, pars eJkptUat^ 

"nrHEN the printer came laft week for hit 
^^ towy he Inrought along with him a bun- 
tfe cf thoie p^rsy whicii^ in the phrafe of 
Wb\g-<qgee-bQufesy have ffwiaged ojf tit Ex' 
aamniTi moft of which I had never feen or 
leard of before. I remember fome time aga 
inoneof the.7A//fri tp have react a letter^ 
whereia ieveral reaibns^ are afllgned for the 
fceiient corrvptibn and degeneracy of our 
tafb^}. but, I think, the wnter hath omitted 
^le principal one, wliiekl take to be the pre- 
judice of parties. Neither can I excuXe either 
2de of this infirmity : I have heard the ar- 
lanteft. drivellers pro and ton commended for 
^leirihrewdneTs,. even by men of tolerable 
pidgment $ and the beft performances explod> 
cd as nonfenfe and fhipidity. This indeed 
nay partly be imputed to policy and pru- 
dence it but it is chiefly owing to diat bhnd* 
Bcfk^ which prejudice and paflion cafi: over 
tfie under^anding :. I mention this,, becauTe I 
f^iink it properly within my province in qua- 
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Kty of Examiner. And, having granted 
more than is ufual for an enemy to do, I muft 
how take leave to fay, that (o vt^csk a cuu/e, 
and To ruined a fafftou, were irevtr provioed 
ifirith pens more refembiing their condition, or 
kfs f\iited to their occafions, ' 

NoH tedi auxiiio^ nee defenfmbus ifiis 
*lefnpus eget. 

This is the more to be wondered at, w!iea 
we confider, they have the full liberty of tlie 
prefs $ that they nave no other way \cn Co re- 
cover themfelves y and that tl^ want not 
men of excellent parts to let their arguments 
in the beft Hght iliey will bear. Now, if 
two men would argiie on both iide» wi^fair- 
nefs, ^ood fenfe, and good mamiers, it wouM 
be* no ill entertainment to the town, and peF-» 
haps be the mpft^ e^fe^ual means to reconcile 
tts. But J am apt to think t^t men of great 
genius are hardly brought to p r oft i tnte their 
pens in a very odioiis caufe; which, befide^ 
is more properly undertaken bv noile and 
impudence, by grofs railing and ietunlity, 
by calumny and lying, and by little trifling 
cavils and carpings in the wrong place, wbicfi . 
thofe ivbtfflers ufe for arguments and aniwcrs. 

I was well enough pleailni with a ftory of 
one of thefe anfwerers, who, in a paper lalt 
week, found many faults with a late caloi- 
lation of mine. Being, it Teems, more deep~ 
ly learned than his fellows, he was refi>lved 
to begin his aniwer with a latin verle, as wdf- 
as other folks. His buiinefs was to look <Hit 
for fomcthing againft an 'Examiner, that 
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^pottldpretend to tax accounts ; and turning 
over Ptrgiihe had the luck, to find thefe words, 

fugiant examna taxos : 

So down they went, and out they would have 
come, if one of his unlucky prompters had 
not hindered it. 

I here declare, once for all, that, if thefe 
people will not be quiet, I ihall take the 
Dread out of their mouths, and aniWer the 
Exttminer myfelf ; which, I protefl:, I have 
never yet done, althougjh I have been often 
charged with it; neither hftve thofe anfwers 
been ¥rritten or pubiiflied with my privity, as 
malicious people are pleafed to give out 5 nor 
do I believe tjie common nvhiggifi report, 
that the authors are hired by the miniftry to 
give my paf cr a value. 

But the friends of this paper have given 
me more uneaAneft with their impatience, 
than its enemies by their anfwers, I heard 
myielf cenfured laiV.weck by fome of the for- 
mer for promifing to difcover the corruptions- 
of the late adrainiftration, but never perform- 
ing anything. The latter, on the other fide, 
arc thundering >out their ^anathemas againft 
rtkc for difcovering fo many. - 1 am at a lofs 
iow to decide between thefe contraries, jtnd 
fliall therefore proceed after my own way, as 
I have hitherto done; my defign being of 
more importance,, than that of wtiting only 
to gratify the fpleen' of one iide, or provoke 
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^at of die other« although it mspf oocaJkoaalAf- 
have both effects. , 

I ihali tiierefore go on to relate fome fadtp 
that^ in my humble opinion^ were no hind- 
rance to the change of the miniftry. 

The firft I ihafl mention, was that of^in-' 
tcoducins certain new phrafes into the co«rft 
ftyle, which had been very feldom^ or .neiner*. 
made uie of in .former times. They^ufualijr 
Ktfi in the folbwin^ terms i '** Ma^am, I 
'^ cannot ftrve you white fuch a one is inem- 
^* ployment^ , I defire, humbly> to zeigamy 
** commiilion, if Mr. ' ■ continues fecre- 
" tary of ftate. 1 cannot anfwer that the 
*' city will lend sioney, unlefs my 1-«<L — -^ 
'* be prefident of ^he ^ounciL I muft l»eg. 
** leave to furrender, except — — has the 
^ ftaff. Imuftnot accept tlie feals, nnle&. 
** —comes into the other office.'*. This 
hath been the language of late f&acs fiotm 
fubjecls to their prince. Thusthej iliood upoa., 
terms^ and mull have their own conditions t» 
iiiin the nation. Nay^ this dutiful manner, 
of capitulating had ipread fo far, that every 
under-ftrapper began at len^h to perk up BnA . 
affume $ he txp$Bed a regiment \ or hu Jim 
mufi he a, nu^or 5 or bis hrotber a colUBor ^ 
elfe he threatened to vote acanrSng to his£OU^ 
fcience. 

Another of their glorious attempts waft the 
claufe intended in the biUy^r the eucourofe^ , 
ment of leaminst by taking off the obligatiom 
upon fellows of colleges in both univer£tieft 
t9 enter upon holy orders: the defign X)f 
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vrluch, as I have heard the undertakers oftoi 
confefsy was to remoye the care of educating 
yoiuth out of die hands of the clergy, who 
«re apt to infufe into their pupils too great a 
regard for the church and die monarchy. But 
there was^a farther feciet in this claufe, which 
may beft be difcovered by the firft projeAors, 
or at leaft the garhkrs .of it \ and theie are 
known to be Cmins and ^tndali in conjunc- 
tion with a moft piimf lawvert their difdpie. 
^ What ihall we ^ to their prodi«ous fkill 
in aritbmitick, diicovered fo cbnftantly in 
their decifion of eledlions ; where they were 
able to make out by the rule rf falfe^ that 
thrti were more than thru and twenty, and 
J^en ^kan/ifijf f Nay, it was a maxim, which 
I never heard any or them dilute, that, in 
determining ele£tions, they were not to con« 
iidery where the right lay, but which of the 
eatu&dates was likdier to be true to (he ctrnfe^- 
This they ufed to illuftrate by a very apt and 
decent iimilitude of gaming with a fharper \ 
if you cannot cheat as well as he> you are 
certainly undone. 

Anotner caft of their politicks was that of 
endeavouring to impeach an innocent lady [/]« 
for no reafon imaginable, but her faithful and 
diligent iervice to the queen, and the favour 
her majefty bore to her upon that account, 
when others ^had afted contrary in fo 'fhameful 
a manner. What elfe was the crime ? Had 
flie treated ber. royal mifirefi with infolence or 

negUa ? 
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m^leaf Had flie enricbed herfdf iy a hmg 
fra&ke tf hrihery^ and obtatning exorbitOKt 
grants^ Had (he en^Jkd htrnuxjtflfs fa-- 
nfoursy 'witiout admttmg'anjf accefs but through 
ber means'^ Had ihe bMped empl»ynunts upotg 
Jherfelfyberfamilyy and dependants f Had fhe 
an imperious haughty behawourf Or, after all» 
was k aperfe^^ blan^lery and miftake of one 
ferfon for another f I have heard of a man 
who lay ail night on a rough parement, and 
in the morning, wondering what it could pof- 
fibiy be that made him reft ib ill, hamsened to 
fee a ^thef under him> and imputed the un- 
feaiineis of his lodging to that. I remember 
likewife the ftory of a giant in Rabelais^ who 
vfed to feed upon nvind-ntiih $ but was un- 
fortunately choaked with a fmall lump of 
Jreflf butter before a warm ovem 
' And here I cannot but obfisrve, hjow very 
refined ibme people are in their geaerofity and 
ffratitude. There is a certain great pckfon (I 
Shall not iay of what fex) who, for many 
years paft, was the conftant mark and butt, 
a?ainft which our prefent malecontents ufed to 
difcharge their refentments upon, whom they 
beftowed ail the terms of fcurnlityy tl^ ma- 
lice, envy, and indignation could invent^ 
whom they publickly ac<^ifed of eirery vice^ 
that can poflefs a human heart ; pridey coyct'« 
oufnefs, ingratitude, oppreifion, titachery> 
diilimulation^ violence, and fury, all in the 
highest exi^mes .* but of late they haytei chan^.* 
ed their language on a fudden ; that peribn is 
now the moft faidifol and jvily that ever 
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fervcd a prince 5 that perfon, originally dif- 
fering from them in principles as far as eait 
from wefty but united in praiS^ice, and falling 
together^ they are. now reconciled, and find 
twenty refembiances between each othei^ 
which th«y could never difcover befoi-e. Tanti 
efi^ ut placeam tibi, per ire I 

But to return : How could it be longer 
(uffered in a free nation^ that ^all avenues to 
preferment ihould be fliut up, except a very 
few } when one or two ftood conftant centry^ 
who d9cked all favours they handed down, 
or fprdad a huge inviiible net between the 
prince and fubjed^, through which notliing of 
value could paiTs? And here I cannot but 
admire, at one c^nfequence from this manage* 
ment, which is of an extraordinary nature, 
Generally fpeaking, minces, who have ill . 
minifters, are apt to ^fter in their reputation, 
as well as in the love of the people s but it 
was nbt fo with the queen. When, the fun is 
overcaft by thofe clouds he exhales from th» 
earth, we ftill acknowledge his light and in- 
fluence, and at iaft fi^d he can difpel, an4 
drive them. down to. the horizon. The wifei^ 
prince, by the necofiity of affairs, the mifre- 
prefentations of dedgning men, or the inno-^ 
cept mift^kes even of ^ goodpredeceflbr, may 
find himfelf encompafTed by a cfew of cour- 
tiers, whom time, opportunity, and fuccefs, 
have miferably corrupted: and, if he can 
fave himfelf and his people from ruin, under ' 
the'oytff^ adminiftration, what may not his * 
Cubjcds hope for, when, with their univcrfal . 
£ applaufCji 
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a)>t>laure, he changeth hands, ftird makedir 
ufeofthc^^? 

Another great ob)e£^ion with ne igainft 
the late party was the cruel tyranny th^ put 
upon canfdence by a barbmrous mquffithM, re- 
fiiiing to admit the leaft toieraiiom or iMdul^t 
giMce, They impofed an hundred tijfis i but 
could never be prevailed on to MJpeife with^, 
or take ojff the imalleft, or even to admit of 
occafiotud confnmniy ; but went on daily ^a« 
their apoftle Tindal expre£feth tt) narro^vi^g 
their terms of ammuniomt pvonoundng nine 
parts in ten of the kingdom beretichi and 
muttingthem out of the pale of their churchy 
Thefe veiy men, who talk Ui much of a com* 
frebenfion in relmon amon^ us, how came 
they to allow fo httle^of it inpeUticiSf which 
is tbeir foU religion^ You ihall hear them 
pretending to bewail the animofities kept up 
between the church of England and difienters^ 
where the differences in oninion are fo few 
and iaconfiderable } yet diefe very fons of 
moderation were pleafed to exeommumcaU e« 
very man, who difa^^reed with thbm in the 
{milltSt article of thtiT political creed, or who 
refuied to receive any new article, how diffi- 
cult foever to digeft, which the leaders im- 
pofed atpleafure to £brve their own intereft. 

I will quit this fubje6k for 'the prelent, 
when I have told one ftory. <<. There was a 
*' great, king in Scytbia, whofe dominions 
'< were bounded on the north by the poor 
«* .mountainous territories of a petty lord, • 
<* who paid hgmage. as the king*s vaflal. 

<<Th« 
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" The Scytbian prime mifit/fer, being largely 
•« Mbedy indire^ly obtained his mafter^scon- 
** ient to fuiier this lord to build forts> and 
^' provide himfelf with arms^ under pretence' 
** of preventing the inroads of the vCartars. 
'< This Uttle depending (bvereigny findine he 
''he vr^s now in a condition to be trouble- 
^' /ome, began to infift upon terms, and 
** ^realtenecH upon every occafion, to unite 
** with the Tartars ; upon which th^ prim€ 
'' miifififrf who began to be in pain about his. 
'' had, propoied ^ match betwixt his mafter 
'< and the only daughter of this tributary 
** lord, which he had the |;ood luck to bring 
** to pafs i and from that time valued himfeff 
*'* ;» author of a moft elorious uffson^ whick 
'* indeed was grown of abfolute n^^ty by 
** his corruption.** This paffage, cited lite-, 
rally from an old hiftory of Sarmatia, I 
diought fit to fet down on purpofe to perplei^ 
little fmatterinf remarkers, and put them 
V^9 th^ bttn( tor an af plicatioi». 
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N U M B E R XX. 
Thuriaay> December ii, 1710. 
^^"^fugnacemfcirentfaptente minor an* 

T AM very much at alofs how to procee4 
* upon the fubje6l intehded in this paper^ 
^hicii a new incident hath led me to engage 
in., The fubjeft I mean, is that of ytf/Sr^x 
and the army \ but being a matter wholly out 
of my trade, I fhall handle it in as cautious z^ 
manner, as I am able. ^ . 

It is certain, that thft art. 6f war hath fuf-\ 
fdted gisear changes almoft in every age and 
country of the world j however, there are 
ibme maxims relating to.it, that will be eter- 
nal truths, and which every reafonable man 
iTiu ft allow. 

' In the early time of Greece apd Kome^ the 
armies of thbfe ftates ^ere comjiofed of their 
citizens, who took no pay, becaufe the quarrel 
was their own : and therefore the war was 
ufually decided in one campaign ; or, if it laft- 
cd longer, yet, in winter, the foldiers returned 
to their feveral callings, and were not diftin^ 
guifhed from the reft of the people. The^»- 
thick governments in Europe^ although they 
were of military inftitution, yet obferved al- 
moft the fame method. I fliail inftance only 
ImIv in England: thofe who held lands ht 
cafite «f tlic king, were obliged to attend 

him 
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Scipio himfclf, had prefiimed to move the /?- 
tiatg to continue their commUknfor lifey they 
\trould certainly have fallen a facrifice to the 
jealoufy of the people. Cafar indeed (be- 
tween whom and a certain general Tome of 
late, wid) much diicretion, have made a par- 
^lel) had his command in Gaul condnned 
to him for five years? and was afterwards 
made perpetual dtSator^ that is to fay, gene- 
' Tfdfor life \ which gave him the power and 
the will of utterly deftroying the Roman li« 
berty. 3uty {n nis time, the Romans were 
v^ry much degenerated, and great corruptions 
had crept into their morals and difcipline. 
However, we fee there ftill werp fome remains 
of a noble ^irit among them $ for when 
Cafor fent to be chofen con/ul^ notwithftand- 
ing his abfence, the^ decreed he fliould come 
in pfsrfon, give up his command, and feterf 
more majorum, 

^ It is not impoflible, but z general mxy de* 
fire iiich a commiflion out of tnadverien^, at 
the infiigation of his friend^ or perhaps of his 
enemies ; or merely for the hen^t and honour 
of iti without intending any fuch dreadful 
confequences \ and, inthatcale, a wife prince, 
or ftate, may barely refufe it without mewing 
any marks of their difpleafure. But the re- 
queft in its own nature is highly criminal, and 
ought to be entered fo upon record, to terrify 
pthers in time to come fron^ venturing to make 
it. 

Another maxim to fee obferved by a free 
ft(tte cnga^ in war is> to keep the military 

power 
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power in abfolute fubjefbion to die civile nor 
ever fuffer the former to in4uence or interfere 
widi the latter. A general and his aimv are 
fer<vanUy hired by the civil power to aw, as 
t^iey are dire^ed from thence, and with a 
commiflion large or limited, as the adminl- 
(bration ihail think fit ; for which they are 
largely paid in profit and honour. The whole 
fyflem^ by which armies are ^y^mtd^ is quite 
aUen from the peaceful infbtutions of ttates 
at home ; and if the rewards be To inviting 
as to tempt a fenator to take a pofl in the 
army, whilft he is there on his duty, he ought 
to confider himfelf in no other capacity. I 
know not any fort of men fb apt as foldiers 
are to reprimand thofe, who prefume to in- 
teifere in what relates to their trade; When 
they hear any of us, in. a coffee* houfe, won- 
dering that fuch a vi£lory was not purfued i 
complaining that fuch a town coft more men 
and money than it was worth to take it ; 
or that iuch an opportunity was \o(k of 
fighting the enemy ; they prejCeijtJy reprove 
us, and; often with juflicc enough, for med- . 
dling in matters out of our fphere ; and clear-^ 
ly convince us of our miAakes by terms of 
ait, that none of us underftand. Nor do we . 
efcape fo ; for they refleft with the utmoft 
contempt on our ignorance \ that we, who (it 
at home in eafc and fecurity, never ftirring 
from our fire-fides, fhould pretend, from 
books and general reafon, to argue upon mi> 
litary affairs $ which, after , all, if we may 
judge fii'om the fiiare of inteile^iuals in fome 

who 
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him in his wars with a certain number of 
V men, who all- held lands from them at eafy 
rents on that condition. Thefe fought with* 
out pay^ and, when the fervice was over, 
returned again to their farms* It is recoixied 
of ff^iiiiam Rufus, that being abi'ent in Nor^ 
nuui(fyy and engaged in a war with his bro-» 
ther, he ordered twenty thonfand men to be 
raifedy and Tent over from hence to fupply his 
army \ but having ftnick up a peace before 
they were embarked, he gave them leave to 
difband, upon condition tliey would pay hin^ 
ten (hillings a man, which amounted to a 
mighty fum in thofe days. 

Confider a kingdom as a great family, 
whereof the prince is the father, and. it will 
appear plainly, that mercenary troops are only 
firwants armed either to awe the children at 
home, or elfe to defend, from invaders, the 
family, who are otherwife employed, and 
chufe to contribute out of their .ftock for pa)r- 
ing tlieir defenders, rather than leave their 
affairs to be neglected in their abfcnce. The 
art of making ioldiery a trade, and keeping 
armies in pay, feems, in Europe^ to have had 
two originals ; the firft was ufurpation ; when 
populai' men deilroyed the liberties of their 
country, and feized the power into their own 
hands, which they were forced to maintain by 
hiring guaids to bridle the people. Such 
were anciently the tyrants in moft of the 
fmall ilates ot Greece ; and fuch were thofe 
in feveral paits of Itafy about three or four 
£ 3 centuries 
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ibenturies agO) %s Macbiofuel informs us. The 
other original of mercenary armies feems to 
have rifen from larger kingdomSy or common > 
Wealths, which had fubdued provinces at i| 
diftance, and were forced to maintain troops 
upon them to prevent infurreftions from the 
natives. Of diis fort were Macedon, Car-^ 
tikage, and Rome of old j Venice and Holland 
at this day, as well as moft kingdoms in £«- 
rope* So that mercenary forces in a fi-ee 
ftate, whether monarchy or -common^weahb^ 
item only neceffary either for prefervipg their 
conquefts (which, in fuch governments, it is 
not prudent to extend too far), or elfe for 
maintaining war at a diftance. 

In this laft, which at prefcnt is our moft 
important cafe, there are certain nliaxims, that 
ail wife governments have obferved. 

The firft I fhall mention is, that no pri^ 
fuate man fhould have a commiflion to be 
general for lifey let his merit and fervices be 
ever fo gi-eat. Or, if a prince be unadviicdly 
brought to offer fuch a cOmmifHon in one 
hand, let him (to fave time and blood) deli- 
ver up his cro<wn with the other. The 
Romans, in the heighth and peifeftion of their 
government, ufually fent put one of the new 
fonjuls to be general againft their moft formi- 
dable enemy, and recalled the old one ^ who 
ofteh returned before the next election, and, 
according as he had merit, was fent to com- 
mand in fome other part ; which perhaps was 
continued to him for a fecond, and fonietimes 
{| third year. But if Faufuf AmUiuSt or 

S(ipk 
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who kre faid to excel that way, ' Js not Co very 
profound, or difficult a fcience. But, if therei - 
DC any weight in what they offer, as perhaps 
there may be a great deal, furely thefe gentle- 
men have a much weaker pretence to concern 
therofelyes in matters of the cabinet, whjch 
are always either far above, or much befide 
their Capacities. Soldiers may as well pretend 
to preicribe rules for trade, or determine 
points in ph^Iofophy, to be moderators in an 
affembly of. divines, or direft in a court of 
ittftice, as to mifplace their talent in examin- 
ing affairs of ftate, efpecially in what relates 
to th^ chaicje (f ffiintfttrsy \mo are liever fo 
KkeJy to' be ill chofen as when approved by 
tl^fem. It i)troirld be endlefs to (hew, how per- 
nicious all ft^ps of this nature have been in 
iliany parts and agesr of' the world, 1 ihall 
otxly prodtiCe'two at' prtftnt ; orie in Rokef 
ttie' dtier in England, .The firft is of Ctefdr s 
\^hen'he c'drtie.to the city with his foldiers to: 
ftttU the. minifiry y ti^trc was»an end of their 
litierty for evet. The fecond v*rai in the great 
rfebelrion'kgainft king Cbarlei the firft : the- 
king and both houfes werq agreed upon the^ 
t^rms of a peace ;' but the officers ot me arniy 
(as Ludhtv i^lat^s it) fet a guard upon the 
houfe of cdmmons, took; a lift of the mem- 
bers, and kept all, by force, out of the 
houfe, except thofe who^ were for bringing 
the king to a trial. Some year* after, when 
they ere£t6d a military government, and ruled 
the iiland by Major generals, we received moft , 

admirable ' 
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suimirable inftaaces of their Hull in politicks. 
To fay the truth, fuch formidable &ickler$ 
can have but two reaibns for defiring to in-> 
terfere in the adminifbation $ the firn 19 that 
of C^/ar and Cromtvellf of which God for-* 
bid I ihould accufe or fuipe6l any body, Ance 
the fecond is pernicious enough, and that it, 
tofref(trnt$ tbofe in prwir tvko arefirfer^ 
petuating a ivoTp ratbfr than ftp others ad- 
^smtid, nt^hOf theyar0fur$i 'will i^fe idl pro^ 
ftr meai$s U promote a fafe and ionourabU 

. Thirdly, fince it is ob&rved of armies^ 
that in the prefent age they are brought to 
fome degree of humanity, and a mgre regu- 
lar demeanor to each other and to the world, 
than in former times, it is certainly a good 
maxim to endeavour preierving this ti^mper 
among them^ withput which they would 
ibon &renenite into favagis* To tliia end. 
it would be prudent, among other things, to 
forbid that deteftable cuftom of dnnkiM^ t9 ' 
the deunmMtiofp or confi^fion of a|iy peribn whatr 
foever. 

. Such de^rate afts, and thp opinions Iut 
fuAd along with theip into heads already inr 
flamed by youth and wine, are enoygh to 
fcatter madnefs and ilbdition through a whole 
camp. So feldora upon tb^r knees to prav^ 
afid fo often to curje ! this is npt pro{>erly 
atheifh), but a fort of anti^refman prefcribed 
by the devil, and which an ameift of con^-r 
n^ofk fenfe would fcorn as an abfurdity. I 
have heard it mentioned as a common pra6^ice 
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tail autumny fime ^wbere &f ' other, to drink 
damnatiofi and confufi^ (and this with cir* 
cumftances very aggravating and horrid) to 
the nenjs minijiryt and to thofe who bad any 
band in turning' out the old^ that is to fay, 
to thofe ])erfons whom her majefty has thought 
fit to employ in her ereateft affairs^ with 
Something mare tban a glance i^ainfl the queen 
btrfelf. And if it be tnie^ diat the(e orgies 
were attended with certain doubtful <bjords of 
Jfanding by tbeir general, whO| without quef- 
dony abhorred them, let any ma^ coniider 
the confequence of fUch difpoiitions> if they 
iliould happen to fpread. I could only wiih 
for the honour of the army^ as well as of 
the queen and miniftr^y that a remedy had 
been applied to the difeafe in the fiate and 
time where it grew^ If men of nich prin- 
ciples were able to propagate them in a camp, 
and were fure of a general for life, who had 
any tin6hire of ambitioRi we might foon bid 
farewel to miniilers and parliaments^ whether ' 
new or old. 

I am only forry, fuch an accident hath hap- 
pened towards the clofe of a war $ when it is 
chiefly the intereft of thoie gentlemen, who 
have pofts in the army^ to behave themielves 
kk fuch a manner, as might encourage the 
legiikture to make fome provifion for them, 
when there will be no further need of their 
fervice. They are to coniider themfelves as 
perfons, by their education, unqualified for ^ 
many other ftations of life. Their fortiuies 
will not fufier tbem to retain to a party after 
* « tta 
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its fall, nor have they weight or abilities to 
help towaicls its r'tfyrrtSton* Their future 
dependence is wholly upon the prince and 
parliament, to which they will never make 
their way by foUmn execrations of the mini^ 
firy 4 a miniftry of tlie queen^s own ele6lion, 
aiid fully anfwering the wiflies of her people. 
This unhappy ftep in fome of their bretbrer^ 
may pafs for an uncontroulable argument, 
that politicks are not their bufinefs, or theif 
clement. The fortune of war hath raife4 
i'everal pcrfons up to fwelling titles, and great 
commands over numbers of men, which they 
are too apt to transfer along with them inta 
civil life, and appear in all companies, as if 
they, were at the head of their regiments, 
with a fort of depoitm^nt, that ought to 
have been dropt behind in that fliort paffage . 
to Harnxiicb, It pvts me in mind of a dia- 
logue in Lucians wher^ Charon y wafting one 
©f their predeccflbrs over Styx^ ordered hi(U 
to ftrip off his armour and hne clQaths, yet 
ftill tbQttght him too. heavy 5 " But, faid hg^ 
** put off likewife that pride and prefump- 
** tion, thofe high fwelling words, and that 
** vain-glory j*' bc^aufe they were of no ufe 
on the Qther fide of the water. Thus, if all 
that array iof military • grandeur were con-. . 
fined to thft propf^r fcenc^ it would be much. 
more for the intereft qf the ©.wners, and lef^ 
off^nfiye to their feUo>vrfubj|e6is. 
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NUMBER XXI. 

Thurfday, December 2S, 1710J. 

Jfam et majfifum inftituta tueri, facris cert-^ 
moniifque r^tinemih, fapientis eft, 

Ruituraque femper 
Stat (mirum!) moies. 
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rHOE VER is a tcue lover of our con- 

ilitution, muil needs be pleafed to Tee 

y/haX fuccefsful endeavours are daily made to 

' reftorc it in ev€ry branch to its anticnt fonn» 

from the languiihing condition it hath long 

lain in, and with fuch deadly fymptoms. 

I have already handled fome abufes during 
the late management ^ and (hail, in convenient 
time, go on with the reft. Hitherto I have 
confined myfelf to thofe of the ftate j but, 
with the good leave of fome \y/io think it a 
matter of fmall moment, I fliall now take li- 
berty to fay fomething of the church. 

For feveral years paft tliere hath not, I 
thlnky in Europe been any fociety of men 
upon fo ynhappy a foot as the clergy of Eng- 
land\ nor more hardly treated by thofe veiy 
perfons, from whom they deferved mych bet- 
ter quarter, and in whofe power they chiefly 
had put it to ufe them fo ill. I would not 
wiHip^ly mifi^eprclent fa6is \ but I think it 
genex'ally allowed, by enemies and friendu, 
that the bold" ajfid bi-avc defences made before 
;. VOI^. VIII. fm"' ^^*^ 
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the rj'volution againft thofc man); invafions of 
our rights proceeded principally from the 
clergy ; who ai-e likeVvife known to have re- 
Jefted all advances made them to clofe with 
the meifures at that time concerting j while 
^he dijfentersy to ^ratify theii* ambition and 
revenge, ftll into uie bafeft compliances with 
the coult, approved of all proceedings by 
their numerous- and fulfome addreffes, and 
took employments and commiffions by viitiie 
of the difpenfing povyer, again ft the dire^ 
laws of the lartd. All this is fo true, that 
if ever the pretender comes in, they will, 
next to thofe of his o\7n religion, have the 
faireft claim r.nd pretenflons to his favour 
from their merit and eminent fervices to his 
fu^^ofed fither, who, without fuch encou- 
ragement, would probably never have been 
mifled to go the lengths he did. It fiiouid 
iikewife be remembiered to the everlafting ho- 
nour of the London divines, that in thofe 
dangerous times they writ and publiflied the 
beft cclleiiion of argtiments againft popery,^ 
'that ever appeared in the world. At the ne- 
'voltition the body of the clergy joined hearti- 
ly in the common caufe (except a few, - whofe 
hifferings perhaps have atoned for their mif- 
takes) like men who are content to go about 
for avoiding a gulph or a precipice, but come 
into the old ftrait road again, as foon as they 
can. But another temper had now begun ta 
prevail : for, as in the reign of king Charles 
the firft feveral well-meaning pcojple were 
ready to join in refomaing fome ^ibufesj while 
• others. 
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others, who had deeper defigns, were ftill 
calling out for a thorough refwmationi which 
aided at laft in the ruin of the kingdom : fo, 
after the late king's coming to the throne, 
there was a reftlefs cry from men of the fame 
principles for a thorough revolution ; which, 
as /ome were carrying it on, muft hav^ ended 
in the deftru6libn of the monarchy and 
church. 

What a violent humour hath run ever fince 
againft the clergy, and from what corner 
fprcad and fomented, is, I believe, manifeH: 
to all men. It looked like a fet quarrel 
againft chnfiiamty ; and, if we call to mind 
iinreral of the leakers, it muft, in a great 
meafyre, have been aftually fo. Nothing 
was more common in writing and converfa- 
tion, than to hear that reverend body charged 
in grofs with what was utterly inconfiftent ; 
defpifed for their poveit)', liated for their 
riches; reproached with avarice, and taxed 
with luxury ; accufed for promoting arbitrary 
.power, ana for reiifting the prerogative; cen- 
&i«d for their pride, and fcomed for their 
ni«amncis of fpuit. The rcprcfentatives of 
the Jower clergy were railed at for difputing 
the power of the bifliops by the known &b- 
horrers of epifcopacy 5 and abufed for doings 
nothing in the convocations by thofe very 
men, who helped to bind up their hands. 
The vice, the folly, the ignorance of every 
iinslc man, were laid upon the chara6^er s 
their jurifdi^ion, cenfures, and difcipline 
trampled under feot; yet mighty complainu 
F 2 againft 
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agalnft their exccffive power: the men of wit 
^employed to turn the priefthood itfelf into 
ridicule : in ihoit^ groaning every where un- 
der the weight of poverty, oppreflion, con- 
tempt,' and obloquy. A fair retuili for the 
time and money fpent in their education tt> 
fit them for the fervice of the altar 5 and a 
fair encouragement for worthy men to cbnie 
into the churcli ! However, it may be fbme 
comfort for perfons of tliat holy function, 
that their divine founder, as well as hi« harr 
htngery met with the like reception: '^ohn 
came neither eating nor drinkiagy and they 
fa^y He hath a de'vii^ the Son of man came 
eating and drinking^ and they y^, Beboid a, 
glutton and a nxtine-hibber^ etc 

In this deplorable ftate of the clei-gy, no- 
thing but the hand of providence, working 
by its glorious inftrument the Quebn, could 
have been able to turn the people's hearts fo 
furprifingly in their favour. This princcfs, 
deftined for the fafety of Europe^ and a blei- 
Cng to her fubje6ls, began her reign with a 
noble bencfadion to the church 5 and it wa* 
hoped the nation would have followed iuch 
an example 5 which nothing could have pre- 
vented, but the falfe politicks of a fctt of 
men, who form their maxims upon thole of 
cvciy tottering commonwealth, which is al- 
ways ftruggling for- life, fubiifting by expe- 
dients, ana often at the mercy of any power- 
ful neighbour. Thefe men take it into their 
imagination, that trade can never flouriih, 
unleii the countiy becomes a common recep- 
1 tacie 
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tacle for all nations, religions, and lan- 
guages ; a fyftem only proper for fmall po- 
{mlai* ftates, but altogether unworthy and be- 
ow the dignity of an imperial crown j which 
•with us is beft upheld by a mbnarchy iti pof- 
feflion of its juft prerogative, a fen ate of 
nobles and of commons, and a clef?y eila^ 
bliilied in its due rights with a fui table main- 
tenance by law. But thefe men come with 
the fpirit oi Jhof 'keepers to frame rules for 
the adminiftration of kingdoms; or, as if 
they thought the whole art of government 
confifted in the importation of nutmegs y and 
the curing of herrings. Such an ifland as 
ours can afford enough to fupport the ma- 
jcfty of a ■ crown, the honour of st nobility, 
and the dignity of a magiftracy : we can en- 
courage arts and fciences, maintain our bifhop^ 
and clergy, and AifFcr our gentry to live in a 
decent, hofpitable manner ; yet fti|l there 
vrill remain hands fufilcient for trade and ma- 
Bufaclures, which da always indeed defcrve' 
the beft enco.uragemcnt, but not to a degi-ee 
of fendine every living foal into the ivare^ 
houfe or the 'work/hop. 

This pedantry of republican politicks hath 
done infinite mifchief among us. To this 
■we owe thofe noble fchemes of treating chrif- 
tianity as a fyftem of fpeculati<ve opinions ^ 
which no man fliould be bound to believe ; 
of making the beings and the worfliip of 
God, • a creature of the ftate ; -in confequencc 
of thefe, that the teachers of religion ought 
F 3 to 
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to hold their maintenance at pleafure, or live 
by the alms and charitable colleftion of the 
people, and be equally encouraged of all 
opinions | tliat they (hoijld be prefcribed whst 
!to teach by thofe, who are to learn from them $ 
and upon default hare a ft^ff and a pair of 
Jboes left at their door : with many other 
proje6ls of equki piety, wifdom, an^ good 
nature. 

Bvt, God be thanked, they and their 
fchemes are vaniflicd, and their places /ball 
kno-w them no more. When I think of that 
inundation of atheifm, infidelity,, profane- 
nefs, and licentioufnefs, which was like to 
overwhelm us, from what mouths and hcait* 
}t firft proceeded, and how the people joined 
with the Queen's endeavours to divcit thi? 
flood, I canaot butrefleft on that remarkable 
paffage in the Re*velationSf where the ferpenf 
nvitb SEVEN beads cafi out of his mouth iva^ 
ter after the woman like a flood y thai bt 
might caufe her to be carried a^wa^ of the 
flood: but the EARTH helped the woman, 
and the earth opened her mouthy and fvcal- 
fotAjed up the flood, ivhicb the dragon had cafl 
out of bis mouth. For the QuEEN having 
changed her miniftry fuitable to her own wil- 
dom", and the wilhes of her fubjefts, and 
having called a free parliament, and at the 
fame time fummoned the convocation by her 
royal writ, as in aU times had been accujiom- 
ed'y and foon after their meeting, fent a moll 
gracious letter to the archbiihop of Canter- 
^«ry to be conjmuhicfilted to the biftxops and 
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cler^ of his province; taking notice of 
** tne loofe and profane principles, which 
** had been openly fcattered and propagated 
** aipong her fubje^ls : that the confultations 
** of the clergy were particularly reqtiirue to 
'* reprefs ana prevent fiich daring attempts, 
** for which her' fuhje^s, ivom all parts of 
** the kingdom, have fliewn their juft ab- 
*' horrence : fi£ hopes the 'endeavours of the 
** clergy in this refpe^l will not be tinfuccefs- 
** ful ; and for her part, is ready to give 
** them all fit encouragement to proceed in 
** the diipatch of fuch bufinefs, as properly 
** belongs to them ; and ■ to grant them 
•* powers requifite to caiiy on fo good' a 
** work •/• in conclufion, *f earneftly rc- 
** commending to them to avoid difputesj 
'* and determining to do all that in her lies 
^^**^ to compofe and extinguish them." 

It is to be hoped, that this la^ part of her 
majefty's letter will be the firft flie "will pleaic 
to execute; for, it feems, this very letter 
created the firft difpute j the fa6l whereof t9 
thus related : Tlie upper houfe having form^ 
£d an addrefs tt> the Qxjeen, before they re«- 
«eived her majefty's letter, fent both addiefJi 
and letter together to the lower houfe, with 
a meffkge excu£ng their not mentioning the 
letter in the addrefs, becaufe this was formed 
before the other was received. The lower 
houie returned them with a defke, that an 
addrefs might be formed with due re^rd and 
acknowledgments for the letter. Atter fome 
F ♦ diffi. 
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difficulties, the fame addrefs was fcnt down 
again with a claufe infeited, ifiaking fomc 
Ihort mention of the faid letter. This, the 
lower liouie did not think fufEcient, and 
fent it back with the fame rcqueft ; whcrc- 
uppii the archbifhop, after a m©rt confulta- 
tionwithyiw^ of nis brethren, immediately 
adjourned the convocation for a month \ and 
no addrefs at all was fent to the Queen. 

I underftand not eccleliaftical aSairs well 
enough to comment upon this matter j but it 
ieems to. me, that all methods of doing fer* 
vice to the church and l^iagdom, by means 
of a convocation, may be at any time eluded) 
if there be no remedy againii fuch ai^ inci« 
dent. And, if this proceeding be agreeable 
to the inftitution, fpiritual ajfemblifs • muft 
needs be ftrangely contrived, very different 
from any lay fenate yet known in the worlds 
Surely, from the nature of fuch a fynod, it 
muft be a very unhappy circumftance, wheiji 
the majority of the biftiops draws one way, 
aMid that of the lt>wer clei^gjr another, Thlp 
latter, I think, are not as this time ftsilpe6led 
for any principles bordering upon thofe pro* 
feffed by enemies to epifcopacy s and if they 
happen to differ fi-om the greater part of the 
frefent fett of biihops, I doubt it will call 
fonu things to mind, that may turn the fcale 
of general favour on the infei:ior clergy's 
fide ; who, with a profound duty to her ma- 
jefty, are perfeftly pleafed with the prtfent 
^rn of affairs^ Bendes, _curiot(s people will 
be Apt to enquire ifito tlie dates of fome pro- 
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motions^ tt) call to mind what defigns were 
then upon the anvil j and from thpnce make 
taaUciotts deduSiions. Perhaps they 'will ob- 
ferve the manner of voting on the bifiiops 
bench, and compare it with what ihall pafa 
in the upper houfe of convocation. There i« 
however one comfort ; that under the prefeat 
difpofitions of the kingdom a diflike to the 
proceedings of any of their loivlihips, even 
to the number of a majority, will be purely 
perfonal, and not turned to t!ie difadvaritage 
of the order. And for my part, as I am a 
true lover of the church, I had mther find 
the inclinations of the people favourable to 
epifcopacy in general, than fee a majority of 
prelates cried up by thofe, who are knovjn 
enemies to the character. Nor indeed hath 
any thing given me more offence for fereral 
years paft, than to obfei*ve, \\o^ fome of that 
bench have been careifed by certain perfons j 
and others of them openly celebrated by the 
infamous pens of atneifts, republicans, and 
fanaticks. 

Time and mortality can only remedy thefc 
inconvcniencies in the chui'ch, which are not 
to be cured, like thofe in the ftate, by a 
change of minifiry. If we^ may guefs the 
temper of a con*vocation from the choice of a 
prolocutor J as it is ufual to do that of a houfe 
of commons by the fpeaker, we may expe€l 

great things from that reverend body, who 
ave done themfelves much reputation by 
■pitching upon a gentleman of fo much piety, 
wit, and learning, for that office j and one, 
F s wh# 
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who is fo thoroughly verfed in thofe parts 
pf knowledge, which are proper for it. I 
am forry, that the three latin fpeechcs deli - 
vered upon prefenting the prolvcutdr were not 
made publick ; they might perhaps have given 
us fome light into the diijpofition of cacU 
houfe : and befides, one of them is faid to 
be fo peculiar in the ftylc and matter, as might 
have made up in entertainment what it wanted 
Wi inftru^ion. 
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NUMBER XXII. 

Thurfday, January 4^ i7H« 

ifuUaefunt occubkres infidiae^ quam eae^ quae 
latent in fimulatione officii^ aut in aUquo ne^ 
ceffitudinis nomine. 

The foUonving ankuer is tvritten in ibe true 
fyhi ani 'vottb the ufual xandour of fucb 
pieces ; lubicb I have imitated to the heft of 
myft^ill, and doubt not hut the reader wll 
be e^tremelj fatisfied ^whb it. 

The EXAMINER crofs-examined 5 or, 
AfiiU4mpwer to ibe laft EXAMINER. 

IF I durft be fo bold with this ?iuthw, I 
iivould gladly aik him a familiar queition { 
Fray, /r, nvho made you an examiner?^ He 
talks, in one of his infipid papers, oteigbf 
«r nine thoufand corruptions, while ive wei^e 
9X lhe.head of affairs 5 yet in all this time he 
bath hardly produced fifty : 

Parturiunt monteSf etc. HoR. 

But I (hall confine myfelf at prefent to his 
laft paper. He tells us, the queen began her 
reign <witb a noble benefaJ-lion to the ehurcbi, 
Here's prieft craft witli a witnefs ! This is the 
conflant language of. your bigh-iierf. to cal 
F 6 ' 
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thofe, who are hired to teach the religion fjf 
the magiftrate, by the name of the church* 
But this is not all ! for in the very next line 
he fays, it <was hoped the nation nvould hante 
folhiAjed this example. You' fee Utit faSiion 
begins already to fjpeak out % this is an open 
demand for tne abby lands ; this furious zesl- 
lot would have us prieji-ridden again, like 
our pqpiih anceftoi's 5 but it Is to be hoped 
the government will take timely care to fup- 
prefs fuch audacious attempts 5 " elfc we have 
fpent fo much blood and treafure to very little 
purpofe in maintaining religion and the re'vo^ 
Ivtion. But what can we expe6l from a man, 
who at one blow endeavours to ruin our trade ^ 
A country^ fays he, mayfiourijh (thefe are bis 
own words) ivifhout being the common recep^ 
facie for all nations y reliponsy and languages* 
What ! we mruft immediately banifli, or mur- 
•der the Palatines ; forbid all foreign mer- 
chants not only the Exchange, but the king* 
dom J perfecute the diffenters with fire and 
faggot ; a:nd make it high-treafon to fpeak 
any other tongue but Engli/h, In another 
. plac6 he taJks of a ferpent with fe*ven*heads^ 
which is a manifeft corni^ion of the text % 
for the vfOtdiSy Je^en heads, are not mention*, 
cd in that verf©. However, we kriow what 
ferpent he would mean 5 z ferpent with/ovr- 
teenUgs \ or, indeed, no ferpent at all, but 
feven great men, who were the heft viinifters, 
the trueft proteftantSy and the moft difinterefted 
patriots^ that ever fervcd a prince. But no- 
thing is fo incoijfiftent as this writer. I know 
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not \rhether to csdi him a whig or a tory, ^a 
proteftant or a papift ; he finds iiaillt with 
convocations ;' {aysy'th^are aJftmbUesftroMge^ 
fy contr$<ved ; and yet lays the fault upon us^ 
that we bound their hands : I wxih we could 
have bound their tongues too. But^ as faft 
as dieir bands were bound, they could make 
a fiiift to hold tiiQir pens, and have, their Ihare 
in the goilt of ruining the hopefulleil party 
and miniftry, that ever prefcribed to a crown. 
This captious gentleman is angry to fee a 
majority of prelates cried up bythofe, fwio are 
enemies to the cbaraBer : now I always 
thought^ that the conceiiions of enemies were 
more to a man's advantage, than the praiXe 
of his fiiends. Time and mortality ^ he fays, 
can only remedy thefe incon^ueniencies in the 
church i that, is, in other wonds, when cerr 
tain bishops are dead, we Aiall, have others of 
bur own ftamp. Not fo fa^: yeu are .not 
yet ib fure of ydur game. We have already 
got one con^ortable hfs in Spmn, although 
by 2i general of our own : for joy of which 
our junto had a meny iheeting at the houfe 
of their great pro&Iyte, on the very day we 
received the happy news. One or twa more 
fuck blows would perhaps fet us right again ; 
and then we can employ moitality, as well 
as others. He concludes with wishing, that 
three letters, fpoken ix/ben the prolocutor <was 
pre/ented, ivere made publich, I fujipofe h« 
would be content with one $ and that is mor6-- 
than we fliall humour lum (o grants Howt 
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ever> I hope he will allow it podibk to have 
grace, widiout either eloquence or {adtfi 
which is all I fliall fay to this malicious iiff- 
fmexdo. 

Having thus, I hope, given.41 full andfu- 
tijfadory answer to die Examiner' i laft pa- 
per, I mall now go on to a more in^portant 
affair, which is, to prove, by (everal uade- 
niable iuiibm(;es, that tbs late miniftry and 
their abettors were true friends to the ichurch. 
j[t is yet, i confefs, a ftta^t to the clei^, 
wherein this friendlhip did confift. For in- . 
formation therefore of tliat reverend -body, 
that they may never forget their benefaftors, 
as well as of all others who may :be equally 
ignorant, I have determined . t» di^lay our 
merits to the world upon that weighty article. 
And I could wifh,.that v^t J am to fay 
were to be wi^itten in brats for an eternal me^ 
marial{ the rather^ becaufe for the future 
the church rauft endeavour to ftand uofup- 
ported by tho(e patrons, who eypised in do> 
ing it their laft good ogice, and will never r^e 
to preferve it any^m6re. 

Let us therefore produce the pious endea*- 
vours of tbefe church defenders, who were 
its patrons by their power and authority, as 
well as ornaments Ji it by their exemplary 
lives. 

Firfty St. Paul tells us, there mufi be be^ 
rejies in tie church, that the truth may be ma" 
nifeft \ and therefore, by due coiu'fe of rea- 
foning, the more hereiles there are, the more 

mani- 

Digitized by Google 



K^t*. THE EXAMIN'ER, S7 

manifeft wilji the truth be made. This be- 
ing maturely confidered by thefe Iover« of the 
church, they endeavoured to propagate as 
many berefies as they could, that the uglit of 
truth might ihine the clearer. 

Secondly, Tp /hew their zeal for the 
church's defence, they took the care of it in-, 
tirely out of the hands of Gad almighty (be- 
caufe that was a foreign jurif4i&ton) and 
made it their own creature , depending alto- 
gether upon them ; and iftiied out their or- 
ders, to ^indaly and others, to give publick 
notice of it. 

Thirdly y Becaufe charity is the moft cele- 
brated of all chriftian virtues, therefore they 
extended theirs beyond all bounds; and, iur 
ftead of fliutting the church agamft dijfenterst 
wrere ready to open it to all comers^ and break 
^onon its <walbi rather than any ihould want 
room tp enter. The ftrength of a ftatc, we 
iknow, confifteth in the number of people, 
iiow different focver in their callings; ana 
why fhould not the ftrength of a church con- 
iift in the fame, how different foever in their 
creeds ? For that reafon they charitably at- 
tempted to abolifh the tefty which tied up fo 
many hands from getting employments, in 
order to proteft the church. 

I know veiy well, that this attempt is ob- 
jefted to us as a crime by feveral malignant 
foriesi and denied as a flander by many un- 
thinking people among ourfelvcs. The lat- 
ter are apt, in their defence, to alk fuch 
^lapftioi* as tbefc; Was your fjf refeaiedfi 
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Had tve not a majority ? Might fvue not ba've 
^one it, if *we pleafed? To which the othei-s 
anfwer, You did ivbat you could: you pre- 
pared the nvay, but you found a fatal impedi- 
ment from that quarter i ^whence the fanciion 
of the lanu muft come -y and therefore , to fave 
. your credit, you condemned a paper to be burnt, 
ijubicb yourfel'vej had brought in* But alas ! * 
the mifcaiTiage of that noble projeft for the 
fafcty of the -church had another original 5 
the knowledge whereof depends upon a piece 
of fccret hillory, which I fliail now lay 
open. 

Theic church -protectors had dire<5lcd a 
prejbyterian preacher to draw up a bill for 
repealing the /^/. It was accordhigly done 
with great art 5 and, in the preamble, Uvcral 
exprerfioni of civility to the efabUJbed church j 
and when it came to the qualifications of all; 
thofe, whp were to enter on any office, the 
compiler had taken fpecial care to make them 
large enough for all cbrifians wlutfo^ver, by 
tranfcribing the very words (only formed in- 
to an oath) which Quakers are obliged to pro- 
fcfs by a former act cf parliament ; as I (hall - 
here fct them down : /, A. B.. profefi faith 
hi God the father, and in Jcfus Chritt his 
eternal fin, the true Gcd ; and in the Holy 
Spirit, one God, blrjfcdfor e'vertnore ; and do 
AcknjO'wledge the holy f crip tures cf the Old and 
Ne<zu TfJIament to be given by di-vine iiifpira^ 
tion» 1 his bill was carried to the chief lea- 
ders, for iheir app^baiion,- with thefe ter- 
rible words turned into au oath. Wh.i| iliouid 

they 

Digitized by Google 



N». M. THE EXAMINER. $) 

they do ? Thofe few among them, who fan- 
cied they btlicved in God^ were fure they did 
not believe in Cbrift^ or the Holy Spirit y or 
one fyllable of tlie Bible ; and they wcie a$ 
Aire that every body knew their opinion in 
thofe matters, which indeed they had been 
always too fmccre to difguife j how therefore 
could they take fuch an oath as that, with- 
out ruining their reputation with tindaly 'To- 
landy Cvward, Coltinsy Clendofty and all the 
tribe of free-tbinkers, and fo gi*ve a /caudal 
to 'weak imbelie'versf Upon this nice point 
of honour and confcience the matter was 
hui]ied> the projeft for repealing the tefl let 
fall, and the/acrament Uft as the fmalkr evil 
of the two. 

Fourthly, Thefe pillars of the church, be- 
caufe the har^vefi'was great, and the labourers 
feiVy *and becaufe they would eafe the bifhops 
from that grievous trouble of laying on hands, 
were willing to allow that power to all men 
whatfoever, to prevent that terrible confe- 
quence of uncjmrching thofe, who thought a 
hand from under a cbak as effectual as from 
laiAjn Jlee'ves, And, indeed, what could 
more contribute to the advancement of true 
religion, than a bill of general naturaliza- 
tiott for priejl -hood? 

Fifthtjff In order to fix religion in the 
minds of men, bejcaufe truth never appears 
fo fair as when confronted with fajfhood, 
they dire6>ed books to be publifhed, that de- 
nied the being of a God, the divinity, of the 
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Second and mrd PerfoTtf the truth of sli re- 
velation, and the iromortality of the foul. 
To this we owe that gi'eat fenfe of religion, 
that refpeft and kindnefs to the clergy, and 
that true love of virtue, fo manifeft of late 
years among the youth of our nation. Nor 
could any thing be more difcreet, than to 
leave the merits of each caufe to fuch wife, 
impartial judges j who might otherwifc fall 
under the flavery of believing by education 
and prejudice. 

Sixthly i Becaufe nothing fo mu<?h diftra^s. 
the thoughts, as too rreat a variety^ of fub- 
je£h, therefore they had kindly prepared a 
bill to prefcribe the clergy what fubjefis they 
ihould preach upon, and in what manner, 
that they might be at no lofs 5 and this no 
dou1)t was a proper work for Aich hands, fo 
thoroughly verfed in the theory and praftice 
•of all chriftian duties. 

Se'ventbfy, To fave trouble and expcnce to 
the clergy, they contrived that co?ruocatio^ 
fliould meet as leldom as poflible j and, when 
they were fuffered to afl'emble, would never 
allow them to meddle with any bufinels 5 
becaufe, they /aid, the office of a clergyman 
was enough" to take up the nvhoJe man. For 
the fame reafon they were very deilrous to 
excule the bilhops from fitting in pai'lia- 
ment, that they might be at more leifure to 
ftay at hom^ and look ^ttx the inferior 
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I (hall mention at prefent, but one more 
inftance of their pious zeal for the church. 
They had fomewhere heard the maxin|> that 
Sanguis martyrum ef Jhmen ecclefiae j there- 
fore in order to fow^j this feed, they began 
with impeaching a dergyman : and that ^t 
might be a true maityroom in eveiy circum- 
ftance^ they proceeded as much as poflible- 
againft common law; which the long-robe 
fart of the managers knew, was in an hun- 
dred inftances dire6lly contrary to all their 
pontions, and 'were fufficientiy 'warned of it 
before-bond 'y but their love of the church 
pirevailed. Neither was this impeachment an 
affair taken up on a fodden j for a certain 
great perfon (whofc character hath been lately 
publimed by fome ftupid and lying writer) 
wlio very much diftinguifhed himfelf by his 
zeal in forwarding this impeacbmenty had fe- 
deral years ago endeavoured to perftaade the 
late king to give way to juft fuch another at- 
tempt. He told his majefty, there was a cer- 
tain clergyman, who preached very danger- 
ous feimons, and that the only way to puf 
a ftop to fuch infolence was to impeach him 
in parliament. The king enquired the cha- 
rafter of the man : fir, faid my lord,, the 
mo ft ^violent, hot\ pofitive fello'w in England $ 
fo fxtremely fwtlful, that I believe be nvouU 
be heartily glad to be a martyr. The king 
anfwered, Is it fo? then I am refol'ved to dif- 
appoint him j and would never hear more of 
the matter; by which that Jiopeful project' 
uph'appily mifcajried, 
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I have hitheito confined myl'elf to tbofc 
endeavoius for the good of the church, which 
were common to all the leadei-s and principal 
men of our party ; but, if niy pspcr were 
not drawing towards an end, I could pro- 
duce* feverai inftanccs of particular perfons, 
^ho, by their exemplary lives and anions, 
have confirmed the chara6ler ^o juftly due to 
the whole body, I Ihall at prelent mention 
only two, and illuftrate the merit of each by 
a matter of fa6l. 

That worthy patriot and true h'uer of the 
church, whom a late Examiner \% fuppofed 
to reflt'6l on under the name of Vtrres^ felt a 
pious impulfeto be a benefa6lor to the cathe- 
dral of Gbucejlcr\ but Ijow to do it in the 
raoft decent generous manner, was the qtief- 
tion. At hift he tJiought of an expedient : 
one morning, or night, he ftole into the 
<(hurch, mounted upon the altar, and thers 
did that, which, in cleanly phrafe, is called 
dijburthening of nature. He was difcovcred, 
prbfecuted, and condemned to pay a thou- 
land pounds j which fum v/as all employed to 
Jupport the churchy as no doubt the benefaQor 
meant it. 

There is another perfon, whom the fame 
writer is thought to point at under the name 
of Will B'fganiy. This gentleman, Jcnowihg 
that maiTiage fees were a confiderable per- 
quifite to the clergy, found out a way of ^ 
improving them cent, per cent* for the good 
of the cburtb* Hi^ i^lvention was to -marry 
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a tccond wife, whife the firft was alive, con- 
Yincin^ her of the lawfolnefs by fuch argu- 
ments, as he did not doubt would make 
otliers foHow the fame example. Thefe he 
bad drawn up in writing, with intention to 
pxjblJih for the general good ^ and it is hoped^ 
lie may no^w have leifuve to £i>iih them. 
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NUMBER XXUI. • 
Thurfaay, January it, 171 1. 

Mellum ita fufcifiatur, ut nihil aliud niji pax 
quaefita nndeatur^ 

T A M fatisfied, tfiat no reafonable man of 
* cither party can juftly be offended at any 
thing, I faid in one of my papers relating to 
the army. From the maxims I there laid 
down perhaps many perfons may conclude, 
that I had a mind^ the world fliould think 
there had been occafion given by fome late 
abufes amon? men of that pilling ; and they 
conclude rignt : ' for my intention is, that my 
hints may be underftood, and my quotati- 
ons and sdlegories applied : and I am m fome 
pain to think, that m the Orcades on one fide, 
and the lueftem coafb of Ireland on the 
other, the Examiner may want^;^^ in fe- 
veral parts, which I wifli I could fumifli them 
with. As to the French kmg, I am under 
no concern at all : I hear he hath left off 
reading my papers, and by wh&t he hadi 
found in them, diflikes our proceedings more 
than ever ; and intends, either to make great 
additions to lus armies, or propofe new terms 
for a peace. ^So falfe is that, which is com- 
monly reported of his mighty fatisfa£^ion in 
our change of miniftry. And I think it cleaf , 
that his Tate letter ot thanks to the tories oi 
Gnat Britain nuft eitker have been extorte<l 
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*rom him, againft his judgment 5 or was a 
caft of politicks to fet the peo]>ie againft the 
pi-efent miniftry ; wherein it hatli iMonderJullj- 
liicceedcd. 

But though I have never heard, or never 
regarded, any objc6^ions made againft that pa- 
per , which mentions the army j yet I intend- 
ed this as a foit of apology for it. And firft, 
I declare (becacife we iive in a miftaken 
vrorld) that in hinting at fome proceedings,, 
wherein a few perfons are faid to be concern- 
ed, I did not intend to charge them upon t)ie 
body of the army. I have too much detefted 
that barbarous injuftice among the writers of 
a late pai-ty to be ever guilty of it myfelf ^ 
I mean the accuiing focieties for the crimes 
of a few. On the other fide, I muft take- 
leave to believe, that armies are no more ex-^ 
empt fjom corruptions than other numbers of 
men. The maxims, propofed were occafion- 
ally introduced by the report of certain fa^ls, 
' which I am bound to believe are true, becaufe 
I am fure, confidering what hath paiTed, it 
would be a crime to think otherwife. All 
pofts in the army, all employments at courts 
and many others are, or ought to be, given 
and refumed at the mere pleafure or the 
pnnce 5 yet when I fqe a great officer broke, 
a change made in the court, or the miniftry, 
and this under the moft juft and gracious 
princefs that ever reigned, I muft naturally 
conclude, it is done upon pi'udent oonfidera- 
tions, and for fome great demerit in the fuf- 
fererSr fiat then, is not the puniflunent fuf- 
5 fisieaXf 
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£cient? Is it generous, or charitable, to 
trample on the unfortunate, and expofc their 
faults to the world In the ftrongeft colours ? 
And would it not fuit better with magnani- 
mity, as well as common good nature^ to 
leave them at quiet to their own thoughts and 
repentance ? Yes, without queftion j provid- 
eel it could be fo contrived, that their very 
names, as well as anions, might be forgotten 
for ever : Jiicb an acb of oblivion would be 
for the honour of the nation, and beget a 
bqtter opinion of us with pofterity ; and then 
I might have (pared the world and myfclf 
the trouble of examining. But at piefent there 
is a ci-ucl dilemma in the cafe ; the friends 
and abetters of the late miniflry ai'e . every 
day pubiiHiing their praifes to the worlds and 
cafting reflexions upon the prefent perfons in 
power. This is fo bare faced an afperHon 
upon the Queen, that \ know not how any 
good fubje6r can with patience endure it, al- 
though l\e were ever fo mdiflferent with regard 
to the opinions in difpute. Shall they, who 
have loft all power and love of the people, 
be allowed to fcattcr their poifon ; and fliall 
not thofe, who are at leaft of the ftrongeft 
fide, be fufFered to bring an antidote ? And 
how can we undeceive the deluded remainder, 
but by letting them fee, that thefe difcardei 
ftatefmen were juftlylaid afidej and produc- 
ing as many in dances to prove it as we can ? 
not from any perfonal hati-ed to then?, but in 
)uftification to the beft of queens. The m^ny 
icuiiilitics limye heard and read^ag^inii th»9 
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poor paper of mine, are in fuch a ftrain, tliat, 
confidering the prefent ftate of affairs, they 
look like a jeft. They ufually run after the 
following manner ; " What ! Shall this in- 
** (blent writer prefume to cenfure the late 
** miniftry, the ableft, the moft faithful, and 
** trueit lovers of their country and its con- 
*« ftitution, that ever ferved a prince ? Shall 
** he reflect on the beft houfe of commons, 
** that ever fat within thofe walls ? Hath not 
*' the queen changed both for a miniftry and 
f* parliament of Jacobites and high -flierj, who 
** are felling us to France, and bringing over 
*• the pretender ?" ^ This is the veiy fum and 
force of all their reafonings, and this is their 
method of complaining a^ainft the Examiner, 
In them it is humble and loyal to rcflcft upon 
the QiTEEN, and the miniftiy and parliament 
ihe hath chofen with the univeifal applaufe of 
her people : in us it is infolent to defend her 
majefty and her choice, or to anfwer their ob- 
jections by /hewing the reafons, why thole 
changes were iieceffaiy . t 

The fame ftyle hath been ufed in the late 
cafeconceming fome gentlemen in the army. 
Such a clamour was raifed by a fett of men, 
who had the boldnefs to tax the admini Orati- 
on with cruelty and injuftice, that I thought 
it neceflary to interfere a little by fhewing the 
ill confequences, that might arife from Tome 
proceedings, although without iapplication to 
particular perfbns. And what do they offer 
m anfwer ? Nothing but a few poor common 
places againft calumny and informer sywVxch 
*• ' (5 might 
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might have been full as juft and feafonalTle in 
a plot again ft the iacred perfon of the Queen.*' 
But by the way, why ai*e theilb idle people 
fo indifcreet to name thofe t*wo ivordj, which 
afford occafion of laying open to the world 
fuch an infamous fcene o^ fubordinaiion and 
ferjury^ as well as calumny and tnformingy as, 
I believe, is without example 5 when a whole 
cabal attempted an oniony wherein a condemned 
criminal[k} refufed to join with them for tfec 
reward of his life? Not that I difapprov« 
their fagacity, who could foretcl fo long be- 
fore by what hand they fliould one day fall, 
and therefore thought any means Juftifiable, 
by which they might prevent it. - 

But waving this at preftnt, it muft be own- 
ed, in juftice to the array » that thofc violences 
did not proceed fo far among them, as fome 
have believed j nor ought the madnefs of a 
jfcw; to lie laid at their doors. For the reft, I 
•t am fo far from ocnyirrr the due praifss to 
\hofe brave troops, who did their part in pro- 
curing fo maiY^ viflories for the allies j tliat- 
I could wifli, every officer and private ibldier 
had theii full ftiare of honoui in proportion 
to their dcferts ; being thus far of the Athe» 
nians mind, who, Avhen it was propofed that 
the ftatue of Miltiades (hould be fet up alone 
iii lomc public^ place of the city, faid, they 
wcuici agree to it, ^'hene<ver he conquered 
alone, but not befoie. Neither do I at all 
blaine the ofiicers cf the aimy for preferring 
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in their hearts the late miniilry before the pre«- 
ient ; or» if wifliing alone could be of any 
tife» for wiihing their continuance, becaule 
then they might be fecure of the war«s conti^* 
nuance too : whereas, (ince affairs have been 
put into their hands, they may perhaps lie 
wider fome appreheniipns of a peaces which 
no army, efpecially in the <;ourfe of fuccefs, 
was evei' inclined to j and which all wife dates 
have, in fuch a juntSlure, chiefly endeavour* 
ed. This is a point, wherein the civil anci 
military politicks have always difagreed s 
and for that reafon I affirmed it neceifary, in 
all free governments, that the latter (hould be 
abfoluteJy in fubje6lionto the former $ otherT 
vnCe one of thefe two inconveniencies muft 
arife, either to.be perpetually in war, or to 
turn the ci*vil inftitution into a military. 

I am ready to allow all that hath been faid 
of the valour and experience of our troops^ 
^rho have fully contributed their part to the 
great fucceffes abroad; nor is it their fault, 
that thofe important vi£lories had no better 
confequences at home, though it may be their 
4iJvantage, War is their tr<ule and bufinefs : 
to improve and cultivate the advantages of 
f occefs, is an affair of the cabinet \ and tlie 
negle^l of this, whether proceeding fron^ 
vreaknefs or corruption, according to the ufual 
uncertainty of wai's, may be of the moft far 
tal confequence to a nation. For, pray, let 
me reprefent our condition in fuch a light, as 
t believe both parties will allow, though per- 
G % hap^ 
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haps not the confequences I fliall deduce from 
it. yA/\ have been for above nine years bleft 
with a Queen, who, befides all virtues that 
can enter into the compoiition of a private 
pcrfon, pofleffeth every regal quality, that 
can contribute to mkke a people happy : of 
great wifdom^ yet ready to receive the advice 
of her counfellors : of much difcemment in 
chufing proper inftruments, when fhe follows 
her own judgment 5 and only capable of be- 
ing deceived by that excefs of goodnefs, which 
makes her judge of others by berfelf : frugal 
in her management, in order to co)itributc to 
the publick, which, in proportion, Ihe doth, 
and that voluntaj-ily, beyond any of her fub- 
}e^ : but from her own nature generous and 
charitable to all, who want or deferve ; and, 
in order to exercife thofe virtues, denying 
hcrfelf all entertainments of expence, wnich 
many others enjoy. Then, if we look abroad, 
at leaft in Flanders^ our arms have beea 
crowned with perpetual fucccfs in battles and 
iieges 5 not to mention feveral fortunate ac* 
tions in Spain. Thefe fafts being thus ftated, 
which none can deny \ it is natural to aik, 
how we have improved fuch advantages, and 
to what account they have turned? I (hall 
ufe no diicouraging terms. When a patient 
gfows daily worfe by the tampering of moun« 
tebanks, there is nothing left but to call in 
the beft phyficians, before the cafe grows def- 
perate. But I would aflc, whether France f 
or any other kingdom, would have made £» 
little vSt of fucn urodigiQus opportunities ? 

the 
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NUMBER XXIV. 

Thurfday, January i8, 1710-11. 

Parva momenta in Jpem metumque im^Uun$ 
ammas. ^ 

'TtOPBS are natural to raoft roen* efpeci* 
■^^ ally to fanguine complexions; and among 
|he vanous changes, that happen in the courTe 
of publick affairs, they are feldom without 
fome i^rounds. Even in defp^rate caies, 
where it is impoflibie they ihould have any 
foundation, diey are often aife^d to keqp si 
countenance, and make an enemy think we 
have fbme rdburce,. which they knew nothiag^ 
of. This appears to have been for fevera) 
months plft the condition of thofe people^ 
whom I am forced, for want of other phraf^ 
es, to call the ruined f arty. They have ta- 
km up, fince their fail, <ome real, and femo 
pretended hopes. When the earl of Sunder^ 
land was difcarded, they hoped her mafefty 
would proceed no farther in the change of 
her miniftry ; and fiad the iniblence to miire-> 
prefent her wprds to foreign ftates. They 
likewife hoped, that we fliould have fome ter^ 
rible lofs abroad, which would force us to 
junravel all, and begin again upon their bot- 
tom. But, of all their hopes, whether real 
f>r alfumed, their is none more exti-aordinary 

than 
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than that, which they bow would feem to 
place their whole confidence in : that this 
great turn of affairs was only occafioned by 
a fhort madnefs of the people, ^rom which 
they will recover in a little time, when their 
eyes arc open, and they grow dool and fober 
enough to confider the truth of things^ and 
how much they have been deceived. It is 
not improbable, that fome few of the deepeft 
iighted among thefe reafoners ai'e well enough 
convinced, how vain all fuch hopes muft b« t- 
but for the reft, the wifeft of them feem to 
have been very ill judges ot the people^s dif- 
pofitions; the want of which knowledge was 
a principal occafion to luften their ruin ; for 
farely, had they fufpefted which way the po-* 
pular current inclined, they never would have 
run againft it by that impeachment, I there- 
fore conclude, they generally are fo blind, as 
to imagine fome comfort from this fantaftical 
opinion j that the pet^p^e of England are at 
prefent diftrafled, but will ihortiy come to 
their fenfes again. 

For the fervice therefore of our advcrfarics 
and friends I fliall briefly examine this pointy 
by fhewing what are' the caufes and lymp- 
toms of a people's madnefs 5 and how it dif- 
fers from tlicir natural bent and inclination. 

It is MacbianteVs obfervation, that the peo- 
ple, when left to their own judgment, do 
feldom miftake their true interefls ; and in- 
deed they naturally love the conftitution, .they 
are bora under j never defiring to change, 
but uadci* great oppf eflions. However, tliey 
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the fruits wiiereof could never have fallen to 
the ground without the extremeft degree of 
folly and corriiption ; * and where thofe have 
lain, let the world judge. .Inftead of aiming 
at peace, while we had thfe ac^antage of the 
war, which hath been the petpetual maxim 
of all wife ftates, it hath been reckoned Ac- 
tions and malignant even to exprefs our wifh- 
es for it ; and fuch a condition impofed, as 
was n^vet oflfered to any prince, who had aa 
inc^ of ground to difpute ; quae enitn ^ 
conditio pacis^ in qua ^/, cum quo pacemfaci^ 
4iSj nihil concedi potefl ? 

*It is not obvious to conceive what could 
move men, who fat at home, and were called 
to confult upon the good of the kingdom, to 
be fb utterly averfe from putting an end to a 
long, expenfive war, which the viftorious j as 
well as conquered, fide were Heartily weary 
of. Few, or none of them, were men of the 
fword 5 they had no fliare in the honour ; they 
had made large fortunes, and were at tl|^ 
head of all aflSirs. But they well knew hy 
whaC^tenure they held their power 5 th^t the ' 
queen faw through their defigns 5 that they 
had entirely loft the hearts of the clergy s 
that the landed inen were again ft them ; tjiat 
they were detefted by the body oil? the people; 
and that nothing bore them up but their cre- 
dit with the bank, and other ftocks, which 
woiild be neither formidable nor ncceffary, 
wIhji tJie wai* was at an ^nd^ For thefe rea- 
fons they refolved to diftppoint all overtures • 
•f a pe2.c^« uutil they^ aiid their party ihould 
G ^' be 
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be To deeply rooted, as to make it ipapoflible 
to fliake them. To this end they began to 
precipitate matters fo faft, as»^ in a little time, 
xnuft have ruined ^he conftitution, if the 
crown had not interpofed, and rather ventur- 
ed ike accidental tfteSks of their malice, than 
fuch /dreadful confeouences of their power. 
And, indeed, if the former danger had been 

freater, than feme hoped or feand, I fee no 
ifficuity in the choice, which was the fame 
with his, who faid, h Bad rather be devour^ 
ed bv ivol^es than by rats, 1 therefore ftill 
infill, that we cannot wonder at, or find faujt 
with, the army for concurring with the mi- 
niftry, which was for proloneirig the war. 
The inclination is natural in them all i par*; 
donable in thofe, who have not yet made 
their fortunes -y and as lawful in the reft, as 
love of power, or Ipve of money, can make 
it. But as natural, as pardonable, and a| 
lawful as this inclination is, when it is not 
under check of the civil power, or when a 
^orrapt miniftiy joins in giving it too great 
a fcoue, the confequence can be nothing lefs^j 
than infallible iiiin and flavery to a ftatfi 

After I had finiihcd' thjs paper, the printer 
fent me two fmall pamphlets, called Tie. 
management of the ivar-, written with 
fome plaufibility, much artifice, and a- 
bundance of mifreprcfentations, as well 
as direft falihoods in point of faft. Thefe 
I have thought worth examining , which 
J fhall accordingly do, when I find, m^' 
opj^ oitunitv, * • ' NVM-r 
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are to be deceived by feveral means. It hath 
often happened in Greece^ and fom^times in 
Romtf that thofe very men/ who have con- 
tributed to (hake off a former tyranny, haye, 
inftead of reHorin^ the old conftitution, de- 
luded the people mto a worfe and more ig- 
nominious (lavery. Betides, all great changes 
have the fame efie£): upon commonwealths^ 
that thunder hath upon liquors, making the 
dregs fly up to the top 5 the loweft Plebeians 
rife to the nead of affairs, and there preferve 
thcmfeives, by i-eprefenting the nobles and 
other friends to the old government ^s ene- 
mies to the publick. The encouragii^g of 
n6w myfi-eries and new deities, with the 
pretences of farther purity in religion, hath 
likewife been a frequent topick to miilead the 
people. And, not to n^ention more, the pro- ' 
mDting faife reports of dangers from abroa<£ 
hath often fcrved to prevent them from fenc- 
ing agaihil real dangers at home. By th^ie 
and the like arts, in conjun^ion with a gveat 
depravity of manners, and a weak or cornipt 
adminidiration, the raadnefs of the people 
hath rifen to iuch a heighth, as to break in 
pieces the whole frame of the bed inftituted 
governments. But however fuch great fren- 
zies, being artificially raifed, are a perfefb 
fotce and conftraint upon human nature § and 
under a wife fteddy prince wlll^ctrtainly de- 
cline of themfelves, fettling, like the fea^ a^- 
ter a ftorm ; and then the true bent ahd ge- 
nius of the people will appear; Ancient and 

modern 
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modem ftory are full of itkftancel to ilhafirate 
what I fay. 

In our own idand we had a great example 
of a long madnefs in th« people, kept up by 
a thoufand arttiic^s^ like intoxicating medi* 
cineSy until tht .conftitution was dempyed } 
yet die malignity being /pent, and the hu- 
mour exhaufted that ierved to foment it, be- 
fore the ufurpei*s could fix upon a new fcheme^ 
the people fuddenly recovered^ and peaceably 
reared the old cdfiftitution. 

From what J have offered, it will be eafir 
to decide, whether this late change in the di^ 
pofition of the people was a new madnefs, or 
a recovery from an old one. Neither do I 
fee how it can be .proved, that Aich a change 
had, in any crfcumf(aiAce, the kail fymptoms 
of madnefs, v^hether my defcription ot it be 
right, or no. It is agreed, that the trueH 
way of judging the dfipofition of the people, 
in the choice of their reprefentatives, is, by 
computing the county ele^ions j and in thefe 
it is manifeft, that five or fix are entirely for 
thepi-efent meafiiresj although the couftwas' 
fo far from interpohng its credit, that thei« 
was no change* in the admiralty, not abave 
one or two in the lieutenancy, nor any other 
methods ufed to influence elell»ons*. The 
free, unextolted addreffes fent fome time be- 
fore from cveifti^rt of the kingdom, plainly 
fliewed, what fort of bent the people had ta- 
ken, apd frdm what motives. The eleftion 
of members for this great city, carried, con- 
trary to all conjecture, againij: the united 

interelt 
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intereft of thofe two great bodies, the Bank 
and Eafl India company, was another convinc- 
ing argument. BefidifcSy the *wbigs them- 
felves have always confefled, that the bulk of 
landed men in England was generally of to» 
rw> So that this change muic be allowed to 
be according to the natural genius and di^)^ 
iition of the people $ wheUjier it were juft 
and re^nable in itfelf^ oi- no. 

Notwithftanding all which, you ihall fre- 
quently hear the partifans of the late men in 
power- gravely and decifively pronounce, that 
th» prefent miniftry cannot poflibly ftand. 
'Now they who amrm this, iC they believe 
themfelves, muft ground their opinion upoii 
the iniquity of the lajf being fo tar eftabliih- 
«d and deeply rooted, that no endeavours of 
heaeft men will be able to reftore things to 
their former ftate. Or elie thefe reafoners 
have been fo miiled by twenty years mifma- 
na^ement, that they have forgot our confti- 
tution, and talk as if our monarchy and re- 
volution began together. But the body of 
^e people is wifer i and by the choice they 
have made, fliew they do underftand our coA^- 
ftimtion, and would bring it back to the old 
form i which, if the new minifters take care 
to maintain, they will and ought to ftand } 
etherwife they may fall like their predecciTors. 
But I think, wemay eafily forefee what a par- 
liament, freely chofen, without threateniiiig 
or corruption, is likely to do, when no man 
(hall be m any danger to lofe bis place by the 
freedom pf bis *vaicit 

^ But, 
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But, who are thofe advancers of this opi- 
nion, that the prefent miniftry cannot hold > 
Jt muft be eiuier -fifch as are afraid to be 
-called to an account, in cafe it (hould hold ; 
or thofe, who keep offices, fiom which others, 
better qualified, \yere removed, and may rca- 
fonably apprehend to be turned out for 'wor- 
thier ' men to come into their places j fiiice, 
perhaps, it will be neceflary to make fome 
xhanges, that the publick bufmefs of the na- 
tion may go on : or laftly, ftock-jobbers^ whp 
Induftrioufly fpread fuch reports^ that a6Honi5 
May fall, and their friends buy to advantage. 

Yet thefe hopes, tlius freely exprefled, ay 
they are more fincere, fo they are more fup- 
portable, than when they appear under the 
^ijguifi and pretence of fears. Some of 
thefe gentlemen are employed to ihake their 
heads in proper companies 5 to doubt where 
all this will end ; to be in mighty pain for the 
nation ; to fhew how impoflible it is, that the 
publick credit can be fuppbrted j topray that 
all may do well, in whatever hands j but 
very much to doubt, that the pretender is at 
the bottom. I know not any thin^ fo nearly 
rcfembling this behaviour, as what IhavcoN 
tcrtfeen among the friends of « fick man, 
whofe int^reftit is riiat he (hoiild die. The 
phyficians'protelt they fee no danger, the 
f}'mptoms aYc gbodj" the niedicine» anfwer ex- 
pedlation ;■ yet'ftii! they are not to be com- 
forted ; th^y Vvhifper, he is a gone man, it is 
sk>t pofliblejic fewifd hold out ; he hath per- 
fe£l death in his face 5 they never • liked his 
^ * doctor. 
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doBor* At Isfty the pa^ieDtiireebmt, and 
llicir joy is a» falfe as their 'grief. 
- I'beUere there is do mad {o fanguiney as 
not to apprehend fome iJl confequences from 
^e late ckaiige j though not m * sny oropor- 
tion to the good on,es : hyt it is inaniteft^ the 
fanner have pi-ovtd much fewer and lighter 
than were expeiSledy either at honie orabroad»> 
by'the-f<?ar6 oi our friends, or the hopes of> 
our enemies. Thojfe remediesy that iHr tjhft 
huiopurs i& a Jilkd£td bod^^ .Sitt at Brik 
more 4}tiinful than the malady i^eif ; yet cevx 
tain death is the %«onrequence of defening 
them too long. Anions have fallen,, and the 
loans ^aiv iaid to- come. in dowly^ ^9bt beiides , 
that Something of this mu (it have 'been/ vrh^" 
tfaec'there hkd been aity dhangft.ob: no: h^*' 
fides that the fubprizeuoflevsEyyohair^; for. 
the tetttr a| weU as thevrorfe^ h apttqitf^ 
h€k ereditfor a vAule ^ tltereis^s farmer *rea<«» 
lbB/-wiidr is.pl^iji a^d .fcBi]daio«5...,.Whe!&i 
tlie iftte/ isarty/was. . at ..the JK^hi, ■ dtofe, •i'wbai 
i^eaxallcdiibeVarxfx;- never jpiik thHr rof^B^ 
ment» m balance with? the fafety^yf-the tnati*.) 
-t>n $ b«t chea^iiUy contrihiitod to , tkt cdfli* 
moo icaoTe^Atnow the fcene .i»/ cjionged/' te' 
ftllen pirM {(nBBoi. to : a6i ' fsooei very: ^iffkntntf 

tbc^-'i^ili^l^eep their Jnonsy^. and ;be^paiEre9» 
a«ldiitiLihii p^pintt ikaa^s'iipo]^ tjw ^ineifaat 
ytliSkf^afi/lh and nonpenpi. , WJikt vouM have' 
bootee dFrdie • imblicky , 2f tiie vhif firht grdatH 
HiaApub^ ba<Jtji£ntd Ithui oduring^iM; IsrtOiadmV ' 
xuftnitioft^'Uibit tht illfi]lftrs^1«src.*iii|fter$ of 
byoLv^Vlfl. H that 
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that wealth thmf had iqneaed olit of tko 
landed men, and witfi the ftieagth of'Wfakh^ 
tipey wcml^ now kM thie kingdom at dafi- 

Thus much I have thought fit loiay^ witfa^ 
out pointuig rcflexiona upon any particular 
ptdoni which I have hitherto but fparingly 
dkincy and that only towards t^fe| wImw 
chara6kers ate too profiieate* for the manag* 
ing of ^tam /to be of any coaiequaice. 
Befidei, as it is a talent I am not natural^ 
fond of; fo, in the fiibjefU I tneat, it ia ge- 
nerally needkfs. If I diipiay the dkOs of 
avarice and ambition, of bribery and corrup- 
tion, of ^fs 'immorality ai|d irreli^ion^ 
tbofe) who lau» the leaft conrerfant in tmngs, 
* will eafiiyJumw: where. tjo apply them*- Uat 
that I by liny^^weiglufcxvpon the ofaje^ions o£ 
fach^ who ehai^ ne with this proeeeding e. 
h is Dotorioarenoogh, that the wrttm of mr 
odur fide ^eie' the fim a^greAbrs. Not tQ 
nMQtion their £birnlaus. libels, many jejuna 
ago, dirdSiy levelled at particular psrtoat f 
how many 1 psi|>ers do now come onft cverjr 
wtahf fvtUfa bide ia^rsaivea againil dba pre* 
fettt miniftvyv with the. firft aad laft lettera of 
their namesito prevent mtftakeaif It it. good 
fomctime^ to kt'thefe.T^ople i^e^ thatweneU 
ther wapt fpnrit. nocjuslscialf fo tdadiatfr)^ 
:ukd thcrelbrc, in ^a^niii^ «iSui^ lAallfoi^, 
low their esEampte, whenever I iihd inyfelf 
fiifiaieiiely pn^viked j , only with one aSfybti 
Wi &at triwtever cbarffBal fadagV- cithavgai-; 
oetai^mtxiEdAri flott he leliMiiihr tnie^: 
■ - ,' ivfoundW 
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founded either upon avowed fa£lsy which 
none can deny, ojf fudi as I cah ptove from 
my own knowledge. . 

Being relbtved p\lb^ck^y to confefs any 
flBittriccs I have been guilty of, I da hereby 
tiumbly deiire the reader's pardon for one of 
mighty importance^ about a faft in one of 
mv papers faid tb be done in the cathedraf of 
Ctout^ifti A whoU f^dra of err(^% in two 
words ! For, as I am lince informed, it was 
neither in the cathedra!, nor city, nor coVmty 
of Gbmeeft^Ty but fame other church of that 
<lioceie. If I had eter met any other ^bjec^ 
tioil of C({iiaf weighty aHbcwgh fixnn- the 
me»eft hiUjrds^ I wdd certainty have an'i 
#*ttedit. ' • ... , 



Ut HUM. 
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NUMBER XXV. 

Thurfday, January »5, 17 lo-xi. 

Summjta quaedam *voc< collocuti Ju^h quffr^ 
fumma erat de dominatkne j^'cmfnu^m^^ 
acinim\cu,dclendiSf nnjuratio^ 

i^OT many days a^ I obfeiT«d a knot cf 
^: difcontented gcatlcmen, cdding the toriu 
to iiell for their wicharitahienef^ ill afHrming» 
that,, if the iafte. mlnifiry had- continued to 
this time» weiboiiid havb ha4 neither cburcb 
nor monarchy left. . They are nfuallv fi> caii<v 
did, as to call that the opinion of the party, 
which they hear in a coffee-houfe, or over a 
bottle, from fome wann young people, whom 
it is odds but they have provoked to fay more 
than they believed, by fome pofitipns as ab- 
furd and ridiculous 6f their own. And S3 it 
proved in this very inftance : for, aflcing one ^ 
of thefe gentlemen, what it was that provoked 
thofe, he had been difputing with, to advance 
luch a paradox ; he aflured.me, in a very calm 
manner, it was nothing in the in^rld, but 
that himfelf and fome others of the company 
Jiad made it appear, that the deiign ot the 
prefent parliament, and miniftry, was to bring 
m popery, arbiiraty pflfwer^ and the preten- 
iter, : which I take to be,an opinion fifty times 
more improbable, as^eft as more uncharita- 
ble, than what is charged upon the nvbigs : 

becaufe 
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becaufe I defy our adverfanes to produce one 
fingle reaibn for fufpe^ting fuch deitgns in the 
pcrfons now at the helm ; whereas I can> up- 
\ on demand^' ^pvoduce ^twenty to ftiew, that 
fome late mpn had ftr<>ng views t9wards a 
€ommomueaUh^ and the alteration of the cbi/ircb, 
: . It is natural iiidccd, when a ftorm is ovcr^ 
that hath only untikd our houfes and blown 
down fome of ourcIumnie5> to conSder what 
farther nirifctiie^j^ight have cnfued,, if it had 
lafted longer. , IJowever, in the p;*e/cnt caie, 
I-am not of the pjiinion abovementioned. I 
believe the church and ftatc might Havfe U^^*^ 
fim^wBdt iongft^i^ali^oiigh the late enemies 
to bpth had ddacii.ttieir worft. t can (iardly 
conceive, how things would have Been £6 ibon. 
ripe for a new rcvolutjoii. I am convinced^ 
that if ^w had ofFcvcd to make fuch large 
and-fudden ftridcsa it muft have come to 
blows ^ ai)d> accohimg to the computation we 
l^ve now veaibh to tmiiS^ a right one, I can 
purtly guefs, what.wpiild have been the, Ifllic. 
Bcfides, wie are f^r?, the (JijEEfi woiild have 
jkiiterpofed, before they came to extrttmities j 
iixidyas little as th^ regarded tlxe regal autho- 
rity, would haye be^ix.a check in tlJiir career^ 
But, inftead of.thisqucftion, WTiat would 
bave been th^ confequence, if the late ininiftiy 
had continued I* I will propoie anotlier, whicn 
will be more ufefiil for lis to . confider ; and 
•that is, Jf7>^i *w^ «»^ reqfonahy expeS they 
mail dc, if e*vcr they come intopo-wer again ? 
This, we luiow, is the deiign and endeavour 
«f ail thofe fcribblcs, which daily fly about 
H 3 in 
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in their favour; of all the fstlft, infoknti aiid 
/candalous libels againft the pi^ibnt adniini* 
ftratipn ; and of all thofe engines, fct at woric 
to fink the affioMS, and blow tip the publick 
credit. A& for thofe, who fhcw their iiidi- 
nations by writing, there is one confideratton, 
which I wonder doth not fometlmes zShSt 
them ; for^ how can they forbear having a 
^od opinion of thejg;entrenefs and Innocence 
of diofe, who peimit them to employ their 
pens OS they do > It puts me ia mmd of a^ 
mfolent^ pragmatical orator fomewhere im 
tiriiet^ who, railing with great freedom at 
the chief men in the ihite, was an'fwered tsy 
one, who had been verv inftrumental in re- 
covering the liberty of the city, that *^/j&«r*«f 
tie gpebf ibi^bai nonw arrived to the totu&thm 
he ulnvays ivijbed item in^ *wheH Itvety fkam 
in that city fni^htfeiurefy fa^ nvbat hipleafed^ 
I wifh thcfe gcritfemeri would however com^ 
pare the libSty Aey take; ^th what their 
maimers ufbd to give; how many mefiengetv 
and wan*ant8 would have gone out againib 
any, wfio duyft have opened thcii" lips, or 



drawn their pens, againft the perfims andpfo- 

_5 of their Jittr/flj and riiAftfrf Howr 

would'their weekly writers have been ^alliof 



ccetiings ( 



out for per/ecution and funifimi^f We re- 
member, when a poor nick-ninfc't/}, bort*oW- 
ed from an old play of Ben J^hnjon^ and men- 
iioned in a Jbrm on without any particular 
application, wa«? made ufe of SLS a motive Uk 
[/J ValfoM was si nickr name given to lord trea- 
forer GMphin, 

fpor 
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fyar oo aa hnpeaduBcnt. But dhtr idL it 
muft be confeft) fStktj had resfont to be inus 
Icverey vfixu^ dieir Ikcceflbn have nbtt their 
Ikiilts would never, endure the ligfift ; and (6 
have expo&d them iboner would have niiied 
the' fcinfidom agjamft the ^£ior9, before , the 
proper tnne* 

Bot td come to ^he fttbjeft I hare now un* 
ctertafcen, which it, to examine what the eon- 
^uences would be, uponAlppbfitron ihattfie 
WfigJ were.now r<^ored to their power. I 
•Iready^ imagine the pvefent ftos parliament 
diffbhred, and another oT a di ff e ren t epithet 
met. by the force of mone^ andmanaranenC* 
1 ntad- Samediateiy a dozen 'or two Singing 
'votes againft the proceedings of the late mi- 
xiftrv. The bill (m] now to b<^ repealed 
'would then' be re-ena^fed, and the bisth-right 
of an En^iflmtm reduced aj;ain to the value 
of twelve-pence. ' But to jpve the reader a 
ftronecr imagination of fuch a icene, let roe 
reprdent the defigns of fome ixien, lately en* 
deaybured and proje^ed^ m the form of a 

paper of votes. 

»' Ordered, . ' 

■ " That a bill be brought in for repeaUng 
w ihtfacrjkmeHtii tefii 
» " A petition of Tmdk/, €dUhtr, dettdw, 
** Cawardf and ToAmu/, in behalf' of them- 
** (elves and many hundre4s of their diicU 
'< cipies, fome of whom a^e members of this 

' ^jAbiUlbrageneraliiitiinlwitiMi. 

- Ha *fhonouribfc 
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** be given to bring in a bi" for gjia^fying 
*\atb£ijis^ detftsf afBdyarmtf^/,.to.ftrycthca* 
<< countiy.in ^ny en^pyment .eccJeiiaStcai'i 
** civil, or military, . ' ' .- 

:^'' Ordered, .., , . . ^..,7 ..f; /'^_ 

*' That leave be given' to brrngJoaKni 
.*«, according tothj- player of the isud pctitiox^J 
'* apdthat Mr, tecb'^erelm] do prepare and 
** bring in the law>^, w 
. . -^ Ordfred^ \ ./ .. , V,., 

" That a bill be brougtt.in for removing 
'< the education of y,outh out of thebk^s of 
.** t^e cliffy. • . . ,.i -., .J 7'.' '-. ' 

"^Another ,to. fw'feidj the c(crg)r prelcKnjf 
'' certain duties in religion \ t^^tcmly&bidtr 
** in^e U princes, ..." i * . 

" Another t;9 take awHy the jurilJliftion of 
** biihqps. ^ r^ \ . 

■ •* Another for conftitutihg a geheral^r 
^ life '^ \vith inftcufUons to the committee, 
.** that care .may bf taken to make the yrzf 
** lad as longj as the life of the iaid genei:^ 

" A bill of attainder againft Jam^j Aukt 
« of Ormonde John duke of Bucl^htgbamy 
.'** Laui^ci^t2i\ oit R^cbeJIer^ ^ SmoitHar* 
*« couttt ^\ghU Riobert Bark vA jTiiiiam 
<« Sb^entW\we$^\Abigail Majbatk^y Qunilcr, 
<« and others^ Jo^ high-treafon agamU the 

;* Refihed, ' , ,, , „;.r . 

" That.ytfr^^duchcfsofJVftfr/^(>rw«^i&hatb 
[n] Mri' LulhierewMX one of the flU^ilelk aftlaft . 
'^^SmUvOrcl^ aad ruinnv:4 D^ the evidence. 

" been 
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** been a mod dutiful^ jufty' and grateful fcr-* 
^ vant ta her majcfty. 
« Refi^edy 

« Thafctctadvifetfcediffdhitton of a<u;;(fjr 
*« parliament, or the removal of a ivbig mi- 
•« niftry, v»» in order to bring in popery and 
" xXxt pretipiBer ) and that the. faid advice was 
«« bigh-u-eafan. 
" Refihfidy 

•« That, by .the origins^ company the go- 
«« vemment cit this realm is by a juntoy and 
" a kingy or qunn?^ but the odmnifirAtkn 
« folely ip ^Junto. 
" Qrderidy 

** That a bill be brouglit in for fardier li- 
** miting the prerogatite. 
« Or4Urtdy 

** That it be a ftandin^ order of this houfc, 
« that themerit of elcAions be not determin- 
*« cd by the; number of voices, or i;ight of 
«• ckaors, but by weight? and that, one 
<< *wbig hidll weign down.ten tories. 

** A motion being ihade, and the queftion 
<< b^ing put, that when a ivhig is dete&ed of 
« manifeft bribery, and his compctitoi*, be« 
«« ing^aVob'y hath ten to one a majority, rfiere 
** ihall be a new ele£Uon $ it paffed in the ne- 
*i gative. 

« Reflhedy . 
. " That for a king, or queen, of this realm 
** to i-ead, or examine, a paper brought thepi ' 
«* to be iigned by a juttta miniftcr, is^arbitra- 
*« ryandill^ga^, and a violation of the liber- 
** ties of th«( people/' 

H 5 Thefe, 

I 
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Thefe, and the like refonoAtioiM, ^NiO«14» 
in' all probabiHtVy be the ficft frvAtB of die 
^bigs refurriBibn ; asdb wbai ftroftuies flich 
able artiits might, in a fliorCtime, buiidii|xMi 
luth foundations, I leave othcfr''to ooDfec- 
Cure, All hopes of a peace cutoiF^ the na- 
tion Induftriouily involved in farther d6bts» 
to a degree that none would dare undertake 
the management of aiisirt, ^bttt tJlo& whofe 
tntereft lay in ruining the ootiftitution. I d* 
not fee, how. the wifeft princei- under fuch ne- 
celBties, could be able to c:i(tricatB himfdfl 
Then as to the cburcb ; the biihope ^^^uid by 
degvees'be dsfinified^ firft from the parlianfent* 
next from their revenues,, and at laft- frqm. 
their office ; and the clergy, iiiftead of'theit 
idle claim of independeufy on the ftate, w6uld 
l)e forced to depend for their daily bread cm 
every individual. But wbatlyftem of future 
government was defignedf whether it were 
already di^ftcd, or would have been left for 
time and mcidents to mature, I- ihall now 
sxeamne. Only upon this occafion I cannot 
help refle^ng on a fafi, which it it probable 
die reader iu»DWS as "well as myfidf. There 
■was a piAuxe diawn iomt- linM a^o, repre- 
lenting five perfons, as large as the life, fittin|; 
in council to|;ether, like a fentarcfy ) a void 
^ce -waft' left for afixtb> which was to have 
i)een the i^tJBBR, to whom they intended 
that honoiu;: but her majefty having finctf 
ifeilen under.thehrdifpleafure, they have made 
a fliift to xxx)ud ia two b^tt&r firmdi ia> heif 
..a. ; '• place, 

• 'Digitized by GOOglv 



*lo.,|^ TUB EXA4«I^P»» l!J| 

jplttPft .which tnakes it .« comply beftarcJ^ 
l^. TJii* piece i» ©qv in tfte couritryi.rc- 
Icrved untpti iwtter times ; and >angs iu^a 
IttU vaong the pi^hiits, of Qfrnwell, Brad- 
Jkmui, IrH90% and ibme^^^er pccdece^ors. 

I muft now defire leave tofav foi^ethitig 19 
amttleman* who hath been. pleafed to pub- 
lim a dtfconrfe againft a paper of mine relat- 
ing to the convocation. He promiffctli to fe^ 
m$ rigbt naitlwUnff undue rtffUxkns^ or i/tde.-^ 
xemflngHage* I ^ppofe he means, in cpm- 
fariron with others, who pretend to anlwer 
Ihe £xamiMir» So tar he is right ^ but if he 
^Jiinks he hath behaved hirafelf as becomes a 
candid antagoni(|t» i believe he is .miibken. 
fie &y& in fis .title page^ my reprefintutiom 
JpP4 unftOTi and n^ rtfitTcksu nnjufi t and his 
feipclufion is yet noorefevere,; where he dguUis 
1 ikdjity friemU or^.enn^ed mgamji the dutcl\» 
^ckufo thf^ preserved us from popery and^ ar^ 
.hiirarjf pinnxer at th^ revflnUony and fmcf 
thai tmtfrom beitig ftvar^run ty tijt exorbtr 
tOMtpvwer rf Fxinctf .and becoming a pr^ 
to the pretender. Becaufe this author ieems 
in geneial.to write with an honeft meaning, \ 
vrould feriouily ]wt to him the queftion, whe- 
ther he thinfcsy 1 and.py friends are iorpqper 
jfyi arbitrary power, Frattce^ and the pretenr 
ier ? I omit other inftances of {mailer mo^ 
^ntf which however do nQt fuit in my jopir 
jiion with dste refiexws^ ¥r de.c$nt, Idngiu^o* 

. [«J This heptarchy was th^ isr^K ^ith' fexen 
^ads^ mehU9Bt[il in N«v^ij|»af . . , ^ 

.H 6 " the 
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The Aa raidt»| to the co^$cn^tn <evne 
from a good haiuT^ iuid I Ao not -^nd •W$ 
;&uthor differs !from- mean any matsrik^ cir*- 
<rumftance^^!N>Q« it* My rfiMic«»i««rt ti6 
more, than wliaf might b^ <]^bMU»'4e. axi^ 
other gentleman, who liad lieani' of their 
late proteediDg^; If the ' notiQa"-'^ righr» 
"Which this author |^tVes us of iClovrer" houie 
of co/nfocatipft j it is a very melancholy one, 
and to me feems utterly inconfiilent with thvt 
of a body of men, whom he owns to have* » 
negaii've: and therefore, fmce a great taafo* 
rity of the clergy diffei^ from ton in fevoal 
'(omts he advances, I fliall rather 6httfe to be 
of their opinion than his^ X fancy, when tbe 
hAjbole Jynod jsttrf itf one bmfe^2A thiswritor 
affirms, they wer« upon a- better foot wi^ 
their bifliops ; and therefore, whetlier this 
treatment, io extremely de baut en boi, £nce 
tlieir exclufioi^ be Aiitable to primitiTe cuftom 
or primitive humility towards brethren is not 
s^y huiinefs Jto lenquire. One may allow the 
•'divine or apoftolick right of epifcopa^y, and 
its great fiiperiority over prcibyters } and yet 
idifpute the methods of exerciiing the latter, 
. which being of human inftitution are fubje^ 
to encroachments and ufurpations.- I know, 
every clergyman in a diocefe h^^th a gi^eat deal 
of (Kpende^ce upon li^s bifiiopj and owes him 
logmonical . obeditnce : but I was apt to thinks 
that when the siikolt reprefentative of. the 
clergy met in a fyned, they were coniidored 
in another light} at leaft jfmce they arc al- 
Itwed to havf a negathe. If I am miftakea^ 

I deOre 
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I ddire to be cxcufed, as taJkug out of my 
trade $ only there is one thing, wherein I en- 
' tirely differ fif^m>(hift authors £nce in tl\e 
difputes about privile^s we fide mufi recede \ 
where, fo -vory^ few ctr^l^es remain, it is a 
hundred to one odds, that the encroachments 
are not on the tniciior clerk's fide \ and no 
man can blame them.f6r iniifting on the fmall 
number that is left. There is one i^^^ 
wherein I muft ia^ ^ccafion to fet this, au- 
thor right: that the perfon \t\t who firlt 
moved the Qv^BN to remit tue firft- fruits 
and tenths, to the elergy> was is/i eminent /»- 
firumeniin thelnte turn of e^airs^ and„as I 
am tokl, hath lately prevailed to have the . 
fame favour granted for the clergy of Jr eland 

But I muil beg leave to inform this author^ 
that my paper is not intended for^hc manage- 
ment of contix)vej:fy } which would be of venr 
little import to.moft readers, and onlymi^* 
pend time», that I would gladly employ to 
Jietterpurpofes, For where it is a nkan>bu« 
:ijnefs to emertain a whole room-full, it is 
.unmaimetly to appl^ himielf to a particular 
peribn, and turn his back upon the^reft.of 
the -company. 

• . — * 

Xp\ Earl of Oji^y, loid tttafursr* 

[(f\ This was dooe by the aathor** Iblichttios. 
See kk kttn% t$ enbkij^ Ki^g, vet» aii^ aad xi? • 
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N U M B ZK lOiVL 
ThuF^ayy'Fdjruaiyiy i7«o-xc. 

£« autem eft ^oridy iaus t^Qg/aSofum^ mt^^ 
mrumqite St r^mfublitam^ merJMmm s qnmf 

' €itm aftmi cujufqugf ttim^itiam multttwiU 
nis, teftm$9n9 c^mprokatiir^ >^ 

f A M thkikingy what a mighty advant;^ 
-^ it ia to b« efitevtsdncd aa a writer tjo a 
rtngfideauje* I remember sl fMOiek prsth- 
c&er, who was inclined ^o come into the 
' tburckf and take orders; hut upon mature 
thoughts was diverted from that defign^ whc9 
he confidered, that the ^^^ef^ioas. of the 
go^ were a much heartier and readier peniiy^ 
than -he could get by w^rsm^ing for tithi^;. 
He certainly had rea^n j tSA mt two cafta 
are juiiyiel. If you write in de£snce of a 
fallen pa#ty, you are maintained by contri* 
bution, sis a neceflary perfbii t yo« have little 
more to do than to carp- and cavil, at thoie^ 
who hold thifrpen'OA the other fides you are 
fure to be celebrated and carefTed by aul your 
party to a man : you may affirm and deny 
what you pleafe without t^^utk or probability^ 
iinoe it i»mit lois of time i to contradid you. 
Befides, commifhf^tUfiis o£te» oityour fide^ 
and you have a pretence to be thought honeft 
and difijiitereftea for adhering to friends in 
diftrefss after ^^ch| if your friends ever 

happen 
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liappen to tirm up a^aitii ^ou have a ftrong 
fund of mmf towards making your fortune. 
Then, jrou never fail to be well fumiihed 
witli materials J every one bringing in his 
^ta'f and faHhood being naturally more 
plentifol than truth : not to mention the won- 
derful delight of libelling nicn in power, 
and hugging yourfelf in a corner with mighty 
^tisfa^on for what you have done. 

It is quite othcrwife with us, who engage 
as volunteers in the fervice of a flouriming 
«iiniftrv, iii full credit with the QuEEN, an! 
Gloved by the people j becaufe they have no 
fintfter ends, or dangerous deiigns 5 but piir- 
l&e witlrfteddinefs^nd refolution Ae truein- 
tereft of both. Upon which account they 
little want, ordeHre, oura0Uhmce; and we 
may-write, till the world is weaty of read- 
ing, without having our pretences allowed 
ciSier to a fhce, or a fenjion : befides, we 
are refufed the commbn benefit of the parti^ 
to have our works cried up of cburfe j me 
readers t>f our own fide being as ungentle^ 
and hard to pleafe, as if we writ againft 
them } and our papers never make their, way 
m the w;orld, but barely in proportion to tlieir 
Acfcrit. The defign of their labours, who 
write . oh the conquered fide, is likewife of 
greater importance tlian ours: they are like 
cordials for dying men, which muft be re- 
peated | whereas ours are, in the Scripture 
phrafe, but meat for babes: at leaft, all I 
^an pretend, is to uiirfcccivc the ignorant, and 
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thofe at a ^iftance ; but their taik is to keep 
tip the flnklDg fpirits of a whole party. 

After fuch reflexiont, I cannot I>e an|pry 
with thofe gentlemen for perpetually wrltine 
againft me \ it furniihes them largely with 
topicks « and i$ befides their proper buunefs ; 
neither is it affectation, or altogether fartif 
that 1 do not reply. But as things are, we 
both a6l fuitabie to our feveral provinces : 
mine is, by laying open fome corruptions in 
the late management to fet thofe> who are ig- 
norant, right in their opinions of perlbns and 
tilings < it is theirs to cover with Jlg-Uofves 
all the faults of their friends, as well as they 
can. When I have produced my fa£ls, a&d 
offered my argun>ents^ I have nothing far- 
tlier to advance $ it is their ofHce to deny» 
and difprove } and then let the world decide. 
If I were as tbeyy my chief endeavour ihould 
ceitainly be to batter down the Examntr j 
therefore I cannot, but approve then* defign* 
Befides, they have indeed another reafon for 
barking inceflantly at this paper ; they have 
in their prints openly taxed a moil ingenious 
perfon, as author of it \ one who is in great, 
and very defcrved, reputation with the world 
both on account of his poetical works, aad 
, his talents for publick bufinefs. They wert 
wife enough to . conllder» what a fanaion k 
would give their performances, to fall under 
the animadveriion of fuch a pen ; and thex^ 
fore ufed all the forms of provocation com- 
monly pra6lifcd by little obfcure pedants, wha 
«re fond ^of difiinguiihing themrelres by the 

faiBft 
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fame of -m ^y^rOtr^', So nice a tafle h&ve 
tlieie judicious cribcks in pretending to dif- 
cpver an author by his -ftyle, and manner of 
thinking ! hot to mention the Juftlce and can- 
dour' of exh^ufting all the itale topicks of 
feurrility in reviling a paper, and then fling- 
ing at a venture the whole load upon one, 
who is entirely liinoccnt j and whole gfeatcil 
iFauIt perhaps is too much gentUnt/s towai'ds 
a}>arty, trom.whofe i^^d^j he hath received 
^uite contrary treatment. 

The concern' t have for the'eafe andVcptj-* 
tation . pf; fo d;efervin^ a gentlen^an hathi at 
len^h, forced me, much againfl my intereil 
and* inclination, to let thefe* angry people! 
know, who, IS w/thc author of the E^^mi" 
ner* For J obferved, the opinion bccair to 
ipxcad ; and I cho/c rather to iacrlfice the ho- 
nour t received by it, than let injudicious 
nepjjic entitle hiin to a performance, thatpcr- 
laps he might ^ave reafon to be ^ihamed of^ 
ftifl faithfully promising never to diihu^b thofe 
yroithy advocates i but fuffer them in quiet 
to roar, on jat the Examiner, if they or thqir 
party find any. eA% in itj at Dhvucians fay 
there is .'to jteople ya torment, iucn as men in 
the gout, Qr women n labour. 

However, 1 nnift acknowledge myfelf in- 
debted to tbem for one hint, which I ihall 
now pQiTue, althou^ in a different mahnor. 
Since the fall of the late miniftry I have feen 
many papers filled with their encomiums j I 
coiicjelye, m imitation of thoi^, who write 
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Che lives of famous nien> where, after their 
deaths, immecliat^]^ follow their charafters. 
When I iaw the ooor nnrtues thus tleait at 
ruidom, I ^ougnt ^e diijyofers had fluii|; 
dieir names, Wkt '^akntints into a heay to dS 
drawn, as fortune pleaf^d, by the jttnto and 
their friends. There Craffus drew Hheri£tf 
9Xid' gratitude ^ Fulmay hunABty and geatUf 
nefs'^ doMusy piety vend ju/icei GraccbtUp 
hydiity to his prince $ Ciutia, love of bis comi-^ 
try Jmd confittutkn \ and fo of the reft. Qi^ 
to quit this allegonr, I have often fcen of late 
the who)e fett of difcarded ftatefmen cele« 
tiirated by their judicious hireling for thof^ 
^try eualities, which their admirer* owned 
they chiefly wanted. Did thfifc beims jrat 
off and lock up their onWtf^/, when tjiey 
came' into "employment V avd have they now 
^fumed them, iince their dflhiifllons^ If 
^hiey wore them, I am Air^ it wajs under dieir 
^eatnefs^ and without ever once convincmg 
th6 world of their <vifihtiity or influence. 
; But, why fhpuld not the prefent nuniftiy 
find a pen to pi^ifb them, as well as the laft ? 
This is what I iJhali now undeitake : and it 
maybe more impartial Jtt me, from whom 
they have deferved fo little. Ibit^e, nvithot^ 
being called, ferved them half a year in qua'»> 
lity of champion $ and, by help of the Q^ben^ 
slhd a majority of nine in ten of the kin^bm^ 
liavA been able to prote6l them againft a 
routed cabal of hated politicians with adozeli 
of fcriblefs at their head i yet, fc far have 
Aty been from rewarding me fuitably to my 

deferts* 
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4efirt3> that to tiiis day tbe^ never fo much 
^ fenjt ta the printer to enquire; who I was : 
although I have knowii a time and mini- 
Ary, where 3 perfon of half nw merit and 
CQn^eration would have had fifty .frtmijcs \ 
and^ in the mean time, a penfion fettled on 
(xm^ 'wht\;tomitfirfi (ptarterfididdbihoKefl^ 
hpaid. Therefore my refeotmei^t^ ihall fo 
&r prevail, that in praifing thoft, wlio are 
iqeow Ht the head , of affairs, I (hail at thft 
6mc,tirae.takc notice of thpii: defers. 
r .Was .any man more eminent in bis prbfef^ 
fim^thsm we preftnt krd keeper [r]*. pr more 
^infpiihed by his eloquence and great abi> 
Sties m the houie of commons ? and will not 
Im» eaM mies allow him to be Jully equal to 
^ great ^ft^tion he now adorns? Buttheii 
il mufi be granted, that he is wholly igno'^ 
nnk in the fpeculative, as well as practical 
factjof pokganf^ \ he knows not how to mc- 
tempci^ote a ibber man into Kjuttaikii he. 
»ii«^y>'#*-/i&i«i6^. in religion, nor hath cou- 
ngt to be patron of an athei^cal b6ok» 
w&le he fs guardian of the QgE£N's con- 
fi:tenG£. AlthoHigh» after all, to fpeak my 
jrivate bpimoii^ I cannot think 'thefc fucH' 
' awgitity ODJci^ions ,to his charaiElcr. 4js forne 
wcSdd pretend. \ 

>t«i made lord keeper upon the asfigoatioii 9i lor^ 
<fctn<elUir Co4vpt$t^ - . 
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The perfon [x] who now preHdcs at the 
Council, is dcicended from a great and ho- 
noiifablc fathfer, not frcm the dregj of tbt 
pople J he v^as at the head of the trtafury 
for fome- years, an4 rather chdfe to eimchhis 
prince than Himfelf. ' In the heighth of fa-' 
vour and credit, he facrificed the greateft em- 
ploymeiit in the kingdom to \ii%.' confcience 
and hotibu^'y he hath been always firm in his 
loyalty and r^Ugion, zealdus for fuppordng 
thc'prerogjative pf the crown, and preferving 
the libeities of the people. But then liij< 
beft friends miift own^ that he is neither deijt 
XLor ficinian \ he hath never cdnyei-fed wim 
Poland to opeh and enlarge his thoughts^ 
and difpel the prejudices ot' education \ tior 
was he ever able to arrive at that perfedtioii 
•of gallantry, /d tuin and imprifon thebuJbanJ^ 
in order to ki^p t^e nuife 'wiibout SftUr^^ 
bOsce, 

The prcftijt lord Jfe^drd [/] hatli been 
always fliftinguiihed fbr his wit, and fcnow- 
, ledge } is of corifummatc wifdoitt and expe- 
rience i^ i^ifairs ; hath (tontlntied conftant'to 
the true inteiieft of the nation, which he cf-' 

5oufed from th« beginning; and is everyway 
ualified to fupport the dignity of his office : 
but, in point of crtf/ory, muit give place to 
his predeceflbr. 

[x] Ltnhnce ByJe, late Ctrl of Rotbefier, in th» 
loom it{ lord Stmetfs. 

[t] The duke of Bttckingbam and Hwmtmiyt i* 
the room of the duke of D$v9njhir$* 

The 
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The cliike of Sbrenv/bury [«] wti Wgjily 
itiibuinental in bringing about the revolution^ 
m which fervjce he freely expofed "hi* lif^e and 
faitnne. He iiatli ever been the fovouritc of 
the nation, i>eing pofleiled of all the amiable 
qualities that can accompli/h a great man^ 
bpt, in the agreeablcncfs and fragrancy of . 
Hifi peiioHf and the profoundness of his poli. 
ticks, HHuft be allowed to fall very Ihort of— 

Mr. HarUy [ jf ] had the honour of being, 
ehofen ij)eaker" fuccefliw^y to three pafiia- "" 
ments. He ^vas the fiift,- of late yeartf, whi» 
Tcnturiid^o ieftore the tbo foi'gotten cuftom' 
of treating his Prince with ^fyand tfffefli 
«afy and diftn^ged in^pHvate converiatioh, 
with fuch a wefgiit of ^amirs upon his diouU 
ders ; of great leamipg, and as great 1 fa- 
tourer and pr6tcftor 6f it 5 intrepid by n'a- 
tuiit, as wcU as by the aaifeioufiiefs oChis 
<twir lAtegi'ity ; and ^a defpiier of mon^$ 
puriliing Sie true intereft of his Prince iind 
country affainft all ol^acles; fagacious to 
view into the rcmoteft cdhfequences of things^ 
by whichr all difl|culties> fly before him \ % 
firm friend, and a placable enemy; facriticfilg 
his jiiftetLrefentments, not only td publick 
good, ' but to common intercefKon and ac- 
knowledgment. Yet with all thefe virtues 
it mud be granted, there is iam/t nilxtute o^ 

[«]' Lord chibkbprlaiii in the roam ef the ffiar- 
quis of Kent, 

• [*J CBincellor of the exchtquer. «pon there- 
sioval.of lord dd^lphin* 

human 
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hum^tt in^mij^. • His grtatt^vtAmkent^ft 
confeis hifr Hcill at car Js and Set to be frtxf 
l0w and Alp^cjki^ » in bar fit-racing he i» ut« 
terly ignorant } • theo, to faye a few milliei^f 
to tne publkl^y he i^ver regard^ bow laaaf 
wortWy citizfiifs he hinders from making ii|^ 
their plvmb. . And (tirely there is one things 
never to, be forgiven Hioii that he delights to 
have his table filled wlth^i^ri coaU^ wkdok 
he ufeth as if iktj yttvt genfUmemi. 

'My lord DartfkautJIt [jl is a man of let-* 
tersy full of g^od.fenfeiy good n^iture, an4r 
honmir $ of ftFi6l vutne ai3 regtilsUrityin hi» 
life i but labours under one great defe^ly 
that he treats his clerks wtth more eivility and> 

Sood manners, than lethers in hi& ikation hav«^ 
onetheQuE«N. ,i 

Omitting ^me otlieic, I fliali tdofe tkitr 
charter of the pcefent mhitfryf with that 
of ,,Mr^ St* ypbn {«]» who» fro|oi> hir ^loutii^^ 
applying thdfe admirable talents of aature^ 
and improvements of art to publlck bufine&,' 
grew eminent in. rcouft and parliament- at an 
suRCi wh^n the generality or ]):iai£ki]|d is<em<-< 
played in trifles and- folly. It is. to be ia«- 
mentedy that he hath not yet procpved him^ 
felf a Imjyf in^^rt^nt countenance ; nor learn- 
ed that profound part of wifdomy to be i^-^ 
cult qf acc4fs. Bdides» he hath deaily nuf-. 

. X^l He fiiCQwdtd tbirearUf ittmitrUnink tee- 
tary of ftate. 
{«] ^ettctaryef fiatt in the toom ef Mt» thmy 

Boyle, / ;. 
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taken the true ufe of hooks, which he hath 
thumbed, and fpoiled with readin^^ when he 
ought to have ni\ilti||Ii(|d thetaon^ift /helves : 
not like a great man of my acquaintance^ 
who knew, a book by the back better than a 
Iriend by the face i although he had never 
convecfed with the former, and often with 
the latter. 



NVM- 
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NU M BE R XXVII. 

Thurfday, Fcbniaryf, ryio^ti.- * 

Caput eft in omni prfcuratiene Higbtn et mtt' 
neris pjibliciy ut ttvarifiae peUatur etiam 
minima fujpicio, 

'T* HERE is no vice which mankind car- 
•*■ ries to fuch wild extremes, as that of 
avarice, Thoie two, which feem to rival it 
in this point, are luft and ambition ; but t))e . 
former is checked by difficulties and difeafcs^ 
deftpoys itfelf by its own purfuits, and ufually 
declines with old age ; and the latter, reauir- 
ing courage, conduct, and fortune, in a iii^i 
degree, and meeting with a thoufand dangers 
and oppoiitioQS, fucceeds too feldom in an 
age to fall under common obfervation. Or, 
avarice is, perhaps, the fame paiEon with am- 
bitlo^ J only placed in more ignoble and daf- 
tardly minds, by which the objci^ is changed 
from ponver to money. Or it may be that one 
HigtX^ pi^rfues power in ordei* to wealth ; and 
' ^no^her wealth in order to power j which laft 
is the fafer way, although longer about ; 
and, fiiiting with every period, as well as 
condition of life, is moi-e generally followed. 
. However it be, the extremes of this paflioh 
are certainly vmore frequent than of any other; 
4nd often to a degree fo abfurd anci ridicu- 
lous, tjiat if it w«re not for their frequency, 

. ^ th«y 
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thev could h»d}y:obt!un .belief) The^^^y 
which carries «thcv follies ami vicds beyond 
nature and probabtlityy falls voy fhort in 
the reprefentations of amanci \ lior arq th^i'e 
•any extravs^;ancies in this kind defcribed.by 
ancient or modem comedies, which are not 
out-done by an hundred inftances^ <€om|[nonly 
>told among ouri^lves. . , 

I am resuiy to conclude from hence» thkt a 
vice, which keeps fo fimi a hold, upon hu« 
man nature^' and]^orpms it with fo uniifnited 
a tyrannyi fince it cannot )wholly be eradi« 
catedy ou^t at leaft to be confiiwd to parti-r 
cularobjeos ; to thrift and penury,, to private 
fi[^udand extortibn, and never fuffered •to 
prey upon th&publick ; and fliould certainly 
be rejefted as we moft unqualifying jcircum- 
fiance for. any employment, whwp bciUely 
juid cohiaptipn can poflibly enter. 
- If the ^Cbhiefs -of this vice, iA k publick 
ibtidh,' wetse confined to enriching only tboC? 
particular. pevfaBs.iemployed, the eyil woijld 
iemofe (iipportaUet but it is .Hfually i|uito 
dtherwifcw When %r firward d^ra'uds hta 
lordt he nrafb connive at the reft of ij:e fer^ 
'uantSf while they are following the lame 
pra&fce in their feveraL fpheres s fo that in 
fatVM familieft you may obfeiTe a fuboruation 
of knaves.. in a. link downwards to the very 
kilpmr/m theftables^ a^ cheating by Concert) 
and iwith impunity. . And even if this were 
all, perhaps tht» nafter could bear it without 
Keing undone I but it fb happens^, that for 
every ftittitig tiip iervant gets by his iniquity, 
.'• ^. I the 
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the mafter lafttli t«alt)r$ ^hr.pctoquifites o^ 
iefvaikts beiMg but fmali ccmifmMiom for ^^ 
fering fhopkeepers to bring in'what bilb 
they pleafe. Jt is txsMy ihi^uat thmg in 
ft ftate : an avwiciout maa in affiecis ia am*> 
Meriifijr-widi the whole ciax of hb diftri^ 
^ dep^eiidesce} whidiy Is modem terms of 
arty is called to live and let ^ei and yet 
tbHt gains are the finallcft fttt .ot the pub* 
Ikk'sloft.- Give a ^n«a to a kiiaviih i^Mr^ 
kvaiter, and he ihall copnhrc at the merchant 
for cheating^ the QgKiN of an hui/dred; A 
bre^tuer gives a bribe to have the |>rivilege «f 
lelUng drink to the nary^ but the fiaud is 
an hundred times mater ibsok the bribe, and 
the pubiick is at t£e whole Iof|. 

M^ralifts make two kiads of avarice t that 
nfCOiiS^, aiUni afpnnfi, fuifnfujksi mid 
the other moi« generallv underftbod bv that 
natncy whidh'is the endleis defire of hoard-^ 
ing. But I take die fotmer tirbe'more dan* 
strotfs m a ftate, becaule Jt nangleswith am* 
Dition^ nf^hkh I think the litter cannot ^ for 
aldiovgh the foie breaft maV l>e capable of 
juhnittmg bbtiiy it is not-aUe to cnhitrata 
'' thera ; and where the love of heaphig weahb> 
l^vails, -there is not» m m)r opmion» mlicli 
to be apprehended from ambitmn. Thsrdil^ 

See or that fordid vice is fooner apt t» 
tad than any others and is always attend^ 
«d with the hatred aad fcomof the peopl^rt 
ib that whenever thofe kwo ptalBona himpett 
to meet in. the fame fubjedy* it tanot mBlikelyf 
that providence bath placed -wvmctio |be » 

V dieck 
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ciMck wpoo ombiHc/H % «d<1 I h^fEe reafpn to 
tlunk, ^4^ g^^^ fm^4rt tffim$ have been 
of my opinion... ... 

Tbe divine authority of holy writ, the 
precept of phHo£»pher8» th^ lafhe^.and ri^l* 
cule lof fatyrical ppetSj have been all em<». 
ployed in c«Joding tW» insatiable ^irft of 
money i anci all equally controule^ l)y the 
daily pra6lice of mankind. Nothing new re- 
mains to be faid upon the ocp^fion \ and if 
there did, I muft remember my charafter, 
tluLt J am ^.Exammr pi^ly* and not a;^'*^ 

• Howevtr in thofe :cs^$ where the /wUici . 
of pardcnlai: men do i^fivly Jiffea the^ublick. 
weUfare, fuch af a primf minifter of; iff^, or 
a great gener4 of ai* vmy \ mf thinks ther« 
ihouU Be A>t&e expedient contrived to let 
tbtm know imp^vrti^^y*. what is the world'a 
opinion in the point, ^ncompaltf^i with a^ 
crowd of denrndii^ flatterers^ they are many 
degrees blinder to th?jr 9wn,faultSi than the 
.common infirmities of huinan n^oure caa. 
p]»d in di^ir «Kcuiis. Advice dares not Xx^ 
be offered, or is wholly loft, or reUiraed with 
hatreds and whatey^ appears in publick. 
againft tb? pr^vsiiiiig vice, goes for nothlnrf.. 
being eidier not.a^plie^, or paHing onfy for> • 
libel and Oiander proceeding from tne n^alif e 
;wd envy of partyw 

I hftve ^metimp^ thpvght, that if I had . 
lived at K<me . in ihp tinie of the flrft triuM'> 
fvirate, I ihouid, have been twnptpd to wi;ite 
a letter^ asfrpm.^ unknown hand, tothof^. 
la thre<i 
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three ^eat .men, 'who hiad thin vfiiiped the 
ibvereign power; wherein I vn>uld freely and 
iin(;erely tell each of them that fault which I 
conceived was mofk odious, and of worftcon*- 
fcquencc to the commonwcaldi. That ta • 
Cr/z^ J ihould have been fent to him after his 
conquei^ in Mefopotam^/ ^aid in the follow- ' 
ihgterm^ 

«* To Marcus Crafus, health. 

*^ T F you apply, a» you ought, wh^it I now 
« 1 wt;ite,. you will be more obliged to m^ 
*' than to all the world, ;'hiil-dly excepting 
** your parents, or your cbuntiry^ I intend 
** to tell you, without difguife or prejudice, 
*' the opinion which the world hath enter* , 
** tained of youj and to tet you feci I write 
'< this without any fbrf! I>f ill will, you ihs^l 
** fM hdeurthe fentimentsthcy have-to your 
'* advantage. No man difputes ^e grace- 
*' tulnefs of your perfon j you are afiowed 
** to have a good and clear underftanding, 
'* tvItiVated by the knowledge of men and 
*^ manners, although not by ///^nttarifj you 
** ar^ no ill, orator in the fenate; you ate 
" faud to excel in the'^ut of biidling and 
'^ fubd^iing your. anger> and (Rifling of con- 
*^ cealihg your refenta)ents-$ you have been 
'< a moS. luccefsful general, of long expe- 
«* rieuee, great conduct, and mneh perfonal 
<* courage ; you hsive gained miny impor- 
*^ tant vi^ories for the commonwealth, and 
'* forced the ftrongeft towns in Mefip^famia 
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** iiran tropps'you oammand \ who «re able 
'^ to conquer imdtr u^ygmral» vr'Hh Co many 
'^ brave and experieiiced officerf |0 |ea^ them* 
** Befutes^ w& know the canli^iiefices your 
^* avaricr hath often oeoaiioned. Thefoldier 
** hath been ftarvin^ for bneadt Ainroiindcd 
** with plenty, and m an enemy's ^ounti^ j 
*' but all ni^xjkfegm0rdslakd:(9/rff;ikittioiui 
** which, if you had fometlmes p)eaied to 
** have exchanged fpr pnma^f^ mighty at 
** the expeace of a fev talents m a ^ippaign, 
'^ have fo endeared ybu tQ the arnay, that 
'^ they woald have defired you to lead them 
*' to the utmoft linpiits of ^lia. But you ra- 
'* ther chofeto confine your coDtque^s within 
'^ the fruttfy country oi Mefvpottmmi where 
** plenty of mofiey might be raifed. Vi<m 
** fai* that-Atal giiacdincft ef «gold n^^y h:|ve 
*' influenced you in breaking off the treaty 
*' with the old partbian king Orodes, you 
'* bcft can tell; your enemies charge you 
^' with it ; your friends offer nothing mate- 
'' rial in your defence $ and all agree, there 
"is nothing fo pernicious, which the ex- 
** tremes ot avarice may not be able to in* 
" fpire. 

** The moment you quit this vice, you 
^* will be a truly great man $ and ftill there 
** wiU be imperfe^Hons enough remain to 
*' convince us, you are not a gocl* Faie-' 
«' wel." 

Perhaps a letter of this nature, fent to fo 
reafonable a tnaa as Crafui, might have put 

him 
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htm upon ixamining into htmielfy am^: cMor*. 
r^ing that' little fordid appetite fo utterly in- 
coniiftent with all pretences to beroifm, A 
youth m the heat of blood may* plead, with 
fome (hew of reafon, tiiat he is not able to 
fnbdue his lufts. An ambitious man may 
ufc the fame ar^^uments for his love of power ; 
or perhaps Other arguments to ju^fy it« But 
excefs ot avarice hath neither of thefe pleas 
to offer $ it is not to be juftified> and cannot ' 
pretend temptation for excufe. Whence Can 
.the temptation come? JReafou difclaimsit al- 
together ; and it cannot be faid to lodge in 
the blood, or the auhiud Jjnrits, So that I 
c(^nclude, no man &f true vaionr, and ftue 
underfianding, ufon vtkom this *vki batbftcUn 
ukawarest 'wbin be is canvinced be is guilty^ 
^i&fuffef it t9 remain in bis bfeaft an Seur* ' 
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** to furrendery for which frequent fuffUca^ 
•* tioiu have been decreed by the lenate. 
** Yet with all thefe qualities, and this nie* 
** TJXy give me leave to fay, you are neither 
** J>eloved by the Patricians nor Plebeians at 
** home, nor by the officers or private foU 
** dieis of your oyivL army abroad. And 4o 




fay ? You are the richei^ perfon in thp 
*' commonwealth \ you have no male child % , 
" your daughter^ are all m;^rried to wealthy 
** Paindans \ you are far in the decline pf , 
** life, and yet you are deeply ftained with ., 
** that odious and ijgnoble vice of covftouf-^ ' 
** uefs. It is affirmed, that vou defcend 
'^ even to the. meaneft and'mofi ^fcandalous 
•* degrees of it| and while you potTefs fo 
*• many millions, wfeile you are daily ac- ► 
** quinng fo mamr more, you are folicitoua . 
••* how to fave a w[k^tfefterce 5 of which aa 
** hundredv ignominious inftances are pro- 
** duced, andin all men^s mouths. . | will 
* ' oviy mention that pafTage of the hu/kins [ a] » 
** which, after abundance of perfuaiion, you 
«* would hardlv Aiifer to be cut off frbnv 
«* your le«, when they were fo wet and cold, ^ 
** ths^ to have kept them on would have en* ' 
•* dangered your life^ ' , 

** Infttad of udng'the common arguments 
<* to difluade yoa from this weaknefs, I will, , 

[«] Wet dockings, \ 

I 3 •* eadift- 
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** endeavour to convince you, that you me 
" i-eally ^ilty or it ; and Icavp the cure to 
*f your own good fenft. For perhaps you 
**" are not yet peiftaded that this is your' 
*' crime 9 yoi^ have probably never yet oeeo 
*' reproached for It to your face 5" ;^tf what 
5' you ai-e now told comes from one un- 
*( known, and it may be froni an enemy. 
5*^ Vou will ajlow yourftlf indeed t«^be pru- 
/• dent in the management of your ibrtune ; 
*' you are not a prodigal, Wke Ch<dms, or 
.^* Cattlme ; but teely ttiat defcrvcs not the 
** name of a'vctrice, I will inform yauhow 
*'.to bd convinced, Difguifei your pcrfon, 
*'■ gP a.Oaonff the common people m Rotm^ in- 
. *« troduce diicourfes about yourfelf, enquire 
." youro\yn ghara6)ter: do the feme in yoiir 
.<^ camp J walk about It in the evenings 
**^ hearken at every tent ; and if ^ou da not 
5** hear every mouth cenfuring^ lamenting, 
9^^ curing this vice in you, andeyen you* for 
^^this vice, conclude yourfelf innopent; tf 
**. you be not yet perfuaded, fend for .^m'- 
f^ cuSf' Serv'ttu Sulpicius^ Cato, or Brutus i 
,"' they are all your Friends 5 conjure them to * 
'*J tell you ipgentipu fly*, which is^ur great 
**' fault, and wkl^lj they would chiefly wr(h 
"*you tocorrefji if .they do not agiiee in 
•** their vcrdi£V, in the name of all. tbe gods 9' 
•'..you are.^cjjiji.tjtpd^, , 

y When yoiy adverfaries refleft how far 
** ' yeu arc gone In this vice, fhey are tempted 
•* to talk as if ye <?wcd our fucceffes not to 
**• j^uujLcqvrage'prcon^uCT, but to thofe v^- 

" teran 
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NUMBER XXVUI. 

Thuriclay, Fcbi*u4ry ij» 1710-11. 

ftiuUks ut iu nfirh Colyttia ? 

An attpwer to the letter to the Exsuniner. 

V 

. $1 R, , Unions Teh. 15^ 1710-ii. 

A LTHOUGH I have wanted leifureta 
*^ acknowledge the honour oi: a letter, you 
ijvas pleafed to write to me about Ax months 
ago ; yet I have been very careful in obeying 
ibme of ybur commands^ and am going on 
as faft a» I can with the oefl;. I wilh yo.u had 
thought fit to have conveyed them to n^e by 
a more private hand than that of the printing* 
bwfet for although I was pleafed with apat^* 
tern of ftyle'and ipirity. whiich I proppfed to . 
imitate^ yet I was forry the world Ihould be 
a witnefs how far I itll ihort In both* 

I am afraid you did not conildery what an 
abundanc^flf work you have ci^t out for me | 
neither amBiiall comfoited by the promife . 
you are fo C^ to-make, thatvwhen I i^e 
ferfornud my tajky D— ^^d/ blufi in bit 
graweumong the de^^ Walpole ixmong tbe§ 
linnngt €mde<ven.VA\^rni JbaUfeel fime re-^ 
marfe. How the gentleman in his grave xA^ 
(lave kq)t his countenance^^I cannot ij^fgp u 
you; havifag ao acquaintance at all winra^e 
/ ' fexton) 
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fexton : but for the other two, I tak.c leave 
to aiTure you, thei?e h^e not yet apf eajed the 
Jeaft^gn^ of blu/bing or remorfe'm either, ali. 
t\io\\g\\Jbme nfery good pffortunities have of- 
fered, .if they had thou|;W fit to accept th«m : 
fbthat, with your permiilion, I had rather en« 
g^ge to <»>ntiBtte this work until tb^ be i«r 
^beir gra*vey too ; which I am fure will hap- 
pen much foonerthan t£e otber^ 

youdefirc I would colleft /ome qftbofe tn* 
dignities ofeted U^yeof tober majefty. . % xqn 
ready to oblige you 5 and have tfot a pretty 
tolerable <:»Ileibon bv sne, wbTtk; I sbn. 19 
ddubt whether to pubitlb by ttielf m & iarg$ 
'vohimemfiliB, of ftatter them here and tbeae ^ 
occaiionally in mv p^^s. Ahfaough ti)4eed 
X am foHietimes thinkHig to mf!c tmm alto^ 
gnher^ beesraie fuch^ a biftory will bejiutto 
giart foreigners a unonftyoiis 'opsaion 0/ cor 
country. Bpt fince it is yoiir afafithite cpiiii.. 
pn, that the world ftiould be informed $ I 
Will, with the firft occafioi^ pick. Dut t£tw 
eboicf iftfancesy end let them take thdf chance 
in the ehfuin^ pa)>er9. I bave likewiie, in my 
^cabinet certain quires of paper Ailed with fa& 
pf corruptioni mifhiaAagement^ cfwardtCBy 
treachery, avarice, ambition, and due iikaf 
with an alphabetidiiL table, to^fave tumble* 
Jlnd perhaps you .wiH not wonder at the care 
I' take to be fo well provided, when you can** > 
iider the vaft exj»ence \ dm at. t feed weekly 
two or three ^wit-ftetrKfed wiifers, who have 
no^ah^ vifible fii^jjoit j befides feveral othert ^ 
who. ftve upon my -o^als. In ^hort, I am lik^ 



a nurfe^ 
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a mirfe, ^Rrio ftacklet ^ns at one. time ; and 
hith bdfides tf»r ftr iw* 'wbdps conilandy fo 
draw ker breaftsv -» 

• I mnft Dteda con£(fs <aiviitii^ith grief I 
ipBdoit) tHat I havd been the iimocent cau^ 
w a greiitcizealation o^ dulne^ ) 8t the famis 
•time I haye cf ten wondercd> 4iow it hath come 
to pafs,t that . thefe induftvwtss people, after 
fKM^iig Taconfbntiy upon the ^;r«jm^r, ii p»k 
x)0r \vnt.Witk plain kw and in a tolerable fty ie^ 
fenre made' fo littte impi'avemenl|» I am Aire 
ic wDtld have fallen out quite^ otherwiie with 
Are : fbr by what I have feen.of their perform 
mancea (and I am credibly inf^'rmed^ they 
are aH of a vieceV if I had perufed them xok^ 
til no<ar, I Ihould Jiave Jbeen Ht for Uttie, but 
to mafce^am adhrocate in the £ime cauie^ 

You^ fir^ perhi^ft» will, wondtffy aa moft 
ethers do» what e«d thefe. angry f«Uts. propoft 
Ml ^tfrriting peopeitaally againft. the Examhur t 
it is not t9 beget a better opinkn of the lat» 
mitdAty^ or with any he{>e to^^M^vini^ tho 
world, diatrl am in the wreqg.tn any t>no 
Ia6^ i lieiate j ilaey know all that to be loA 
lafiOufv and yet their deiign is iiaportant en 
iiough t they would fain provoke mey by all 
ibrts of nnthoda within ihe length of their 
ca^dtyv io ai^wer teic papers^ which wouldt 
reader ^nune liirholly difM^fs to the ptiblickt. 
te if it Mice oams; to Tqoinder amtreply, we 
fitohldrbe alt tipon a ley^l!} and.thei^ their. 
W0tiBW91|kl^iK'<blM% ' < ; 
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Th«re it one gendeman [3] videed, who 
hath written three iinall pamphlets upon ttfe 
fHomtgiment of the fwar^ 2xiA the treaty tf 
f§ace, Th6fe I had iiftended .. to 'faaTe be- 
ftowed a paper in gxammui^ ;laiid'eo6Id eafily 
. have made it appear, that whatever he fays or 
tfuth, relates not at all to the erHs we com- 
plain of, or controuls one fyliable of what I 
iiave ever adrancied. No body that I know 
4>f, did ever difpi^te the duke or Marlhorougt^f 
courage, conduA, or fucee& $ they hav« bota 
always unqueftionahle, and ( will* continue to 
be fo in fpi^ht of the.mafids of' his enemies, 
«>r, which is yet more> the njifiaJmefi' of bit 
advocMtes. The natiiin oiily wiflie» to fee 
liim taken but of \\\ hands, and put into bet* 
ter. But what is all this to the JCondu& of 
jthe late miniftry, the ihameful mifman:^- 
mentoin Sfainy or the wrong fteps in the trea«» 
ty of peace ; theTecret of which will notbev 
the light, aoid is, confequchtly, by this au-^ 
thor Ycry^ poorly deeded ? Thife, and many 
other thmgs,'i would havie fhewn:;; .but, up* 
on fecond thoti^hts/ determilied to hare it 
done in k difcouHe by itfelf, rather th^n take 
up room here, and bneiak iixfio.tkededgn of 
this paper, from 'whence i- have Tefolved to 
bs^nim controvert a« much as poifibl^. But 
the poftfrnpt to his thinLpamphkt.waa enough . 
to difgtrft me frobi having any dealings at all 
with iiich a writ^; unlefs that part was left 
to {ome footman he had pickM up' among die 

{q br Hittre, afterwaids bi&op of Cbkheffer, 

I ^ 1 ... b^y5 
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boys who folW the camp, whofe chara6lejr 
it would fuit much better than that of the fup- 
pofed author : at leaft, the foul language, the 
idle, impotent menaces, and the groi^ per* 
verting of an innocent expreflion in the fourth 
JSxammer, joined to that refpe£l I fliall ever 
bave for the fun£lion of a (ii<vine, would in-* 
dine me to believe £o. But when he turns off 
his footnuuii and difclaims that poftfcrlot, I 
!will tear it out, and fee how far the reit de* 
&rves to be considered. 

But, fir, I labour under a much greater 
difficulty, upon which I ihould be glad to hear 
your advice. I am worried on one fide by 
the wbigs £or being too fe^ere^ and by the 
tories on the other for being too gentle. I 
have formerly hinted a complaint of this ^ but 
having lately received two peculiar letters, 
among many others, I thought nothing could 
better reprefent my condition, or the opinion 
which the warm men of botli fides have of my 
condud, than to fend you a tranfcript of 
«ach. The former is exa^lly in theie words s 



*« To the Examiner. 

«* Mr. Examiner, 

f* "DY your continual reflecting upon the 
f* •*-' conduct of tlie late rainiltry, and by 
** your encomiums on the prefent, it is as 
** clear as the fun at noon- day y that you are 
•* zjefuity or nonjuror ^ employed by the friends 
Vol. VIII, K «* of 
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*' of the pritender to endeavour to introduce 

** pop^fy and fiavery, and arbitrary ponjuer^ 

** and to infringe the /acred a6l for toleration 

** of dtfenters. Now, fir, fince the mo/f inge^ 

** nious authors^ who write weekly againft 

" you, are not able to teach you better man- 

** ners, I would have you to know, that thofe 

** great and excellent men, as low as you 

** Slink them at prefent, ^do not want friends 

** that will take the firft proper occafion to 

** cut your throat, as all fuch enemies to mo- 

*' deration ought to be ferved. It is well you 

*^ have cleared another perfon from being: 

'* author of your curfed libels 5 although 

" d— mn me, perhaps after all, that may be 

*' a bamboozle too. However, I hope we 

•* ihall fbon ferret you out. Therefore I ad- 

•* vife you as a friend to let fall your pen, 

*' and retire betimes : for our patience is now 

** at an end. It is enough to lofe our power 

«* and employments, without fetting the whole 

** nation againft us. Confider, three years 

** is the lite of a party 5 d^-i-mn me, every 

'* dog bath bis day^ and it will be our turn 

*' next} therefore take warning, and learn 

** to Jleep in a ^hole^flm ; or, whenever we 

*' are uppermof(, by G— »d you Hiall find no 

** mercy." 



T« 
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The other letter was in the following t^rms : 

" To the Examiner. 

"Sir, 

•* I AM a country member ^ and conftantly 
•• •■• fend a dozen of your papers down to my 
** eUBws, I have read them ail, but, I con- 
'' fefs, not with the fatisfa6tion I expelled* 
** ' It is p!ain you know a great deal more than 
*• you write : why will you not let us have 
*' it all out ? We are told, that the Queen 
*' hath been a long time treated with mfo- 
** lence by thofe, Ihe hath moft obliged. 
** Pray, fir, let us have a few good ftories 
** upon that head. We have been cheated of 
** feveral millions 5 why will not you fet a 
** mark on the knaves who are guilty, and 
** (hew us what ways they took to rob the 
** publick at fuch a rate ? Inform us, how 
** we came to be difappointed of peace about 
** two years ago. In ftiort, turn the whole 
** myftery of iniquity infide out, that every 
** body may have a view of it. But above 
** all, explain to us, what was the bottom of 
* * that fame impeachment : I am fure I never 
** liked it 5 for, at that very time, a dijfenting 
** preacher in our neighbourhood came often 
** to fee our parfon 5 it could be for no good; 
*' for he would walk ab6ut the barns and 
** the ftables, and defired to look into the 
" church, ^^ivboJbouldfay^Thefe'wiUJbort' 
" !y he mine : and we all believed, he was 
** uitn contriving fome alterations, againfthe 
K a "got 
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** got mto poffeffion. Arid I (hall never for- 
*< get that a ivbig juffice. offered me then venr 
** high for my bifliop's leafe. I muft be iq 
*« bold to tell you, iir, that you ai-e too fa- 
** vourable : I am fure there was no living in 
** quiet for us, while they were in tXiefajddUm 
*' I was turned out of the commiflion, and 
•* called a Jacobite^ although it coft me a 
*« thoufand pounds in joining with the prince 
** of Orange at the re'volution. The difcove- 
'< rics I would have you make^ are of fome 
** fafts, for which they ought to be hanged ; 
f * not that I value their heads, but I would 
** fee them expofed, which may be d^ne upon 
'* tlie o^wner^s Jhoulders as well as upon 'a 
*« foU;' etc. 'j 

Thefe, fu', are the fentiments of a whole 
party on one fide, and of confidcrablc num- 
bers on the other : however, taking the me^ 
dium between thefe extremes, I think to go 
on as I have hitherto done, although I am 
fenfible my paper would be more popular, if 
I did not lean too much to the favourable fide» 
For nothing delights the people more, than 
to fee their oppreffors humbled, and all their 
a£lions painted with proper colours, ict out in 
open view, exailos tyrannos denfum bumeris 
bibit aure 'vulgus. 

But as for the (zvhigs, I am in fome doubtj 
whether this migjity concern they fliewjfor 
the honour of the late miniftry, may not be 
alfecled j at leafi, whether tieir mailers will 

thank- 
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thank them for their 2eal in fuch a caufe. tt 
is, I think, a known ftoiy of ^ gentleman, 
who fought another for calling him fon of d 
nvhore ; that the lady delired her fbn to make 
no more quarr^s upon that fubjcft, hecaufi 
it ix/a^ true. For pray, fir, doth it not look 
like a jeft^ that fuch a pernicious crew, after 
draining our wealthy and difcovering the 
hioft deftruclive defigns againft our church 
and ftate, inftead of thitnking fortune that 
they are got off fafe in their perfons and 
Jjlunder, fliould hife thefe bullies of the pen, 
to defend their reputations ? I remember, I 
thought It the hatrdeft cafe in the world, when 
a poor acquaintance of mine having fallen in 
among fharpers, where he loft all his money, 
and then complaining he was cheated, got a 
good beating into the bargain for offering to 
affront gentlemen. I believe the only reafon, 
why thefe purloiners of the publick, caufe 
fuch a clutter to be niade about their reputa- 
tions, \i to present inquifitions that might, 
tend towards making them refund : like 
thofe women they csWfbop-ttfterSy who, whew 
they are challenged for their thefts, appear 
to be mighty angry and affronted, for fear of 
feeing fearched. 

I will difmifs you, fir; when I have taken 
notice of one particular. Perhaps you may 
have obferved, in the tolerated factious pa- 
t)ers of the week, that the earl of Rochefler 
js frequently refle61ed on for, having been ec-^ 
(ilejiafiical cammiffionert and iord treafurer, ia 
K. 5 tlw 
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fhe reign of the late king James, The faft 
is true ; and it will not be denied, to his im- 
mortal honour, that, becaufe he could not 
comply with ^e meafures then taking, he 
refigned both thofe employments ; of whiek 
the latter was immediately fuppHed by a com- 
iniflion, compofed of two popiih lords, and 
the prefent earl of Codolfbm* 
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NUMB E-R XXIX. - 
Thurfday, February**, 1710-11. 

Lausfumma inforiunae bonis ^ non vctulije fe 
in poteftati, non fmffe infoUntem in fecuma^ 
non fe fraetulijfe aSis propter abundantiam 
fortunae* 

T AM confcious tomyfelf, that I write this. 
•■• paper with no other intention but that of 
doing good. I never received injury from 
the late miniftryj nor advantage from the 
prefenty farther than in common with every 
good fubje£l. There were, among the for- 
tner» one or two, who muft be allowed to 
havepoiTe/Ted very valuable qualities; bu^, pro- 
ceeding by a fyilem of polilicks which our 
£onftitution could not Ainer, and difcovering 
a contempt of all religion, efpecially of that 
which hath been fo happily eftablilhed among 
us ever fiace the reformation ; they feem to 
have been juftly fufpefUd of no very good in* 
dinatxons to either. 

It is poffible, that a man may^ fpeculative* 
]y, prefer the conftitution of another countrv, 
or an Utopia of his own, before that of the 
nation where he is bom and lives i yet> from 
coniidering the dangers of innovation, the 
con-options of m^kmd, and the frequent 
impombility of reducing ideas to practice, he 
mM join heartily in prelerving the prefent 
K4 order 
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order of things, and be a true friend to the 
government already fettled. So in religion ,i 
a man may peibaps have little or none of it 
at heart ; yet if he conceals his opinions, if 
he cntleavours to make no profeljrtes^ advan- 
ces no impious tenets in writing or diicourfe j 
if, according to the common atheiftical noti- 
on, he believes iieligion t» be only a contri- 
vance of politicians" for keeping the vulvar in 
awe ; and that the prefent model is better 
adjufttd than any other to fo ufefiil an end ; 
-Silthough the conclition of futh a ntan, 9t ta 
his own future ftate, be very deplora&ie ; ytt 
providence, which often works good out ot 
tevil, can make even fiMrh a mad an inftmmest 
for contributing IXMwards the prefetvation t>r 
the church; 

On. the other ideq I take a ftate to he truly 
in danger, both as t6 its wii^h and govern* 
I ment^ when a fett of ambitious politicians^ 
t>red up in a hati-ed to iht conftltution, and a 
contempt fox all religion,- ane forced uponex* 
erting thefe cpaalities in ordtr to keep or m^ ■ 
creafe their power by widening thei^ bottom^ 
and takitigi^B (Wkc^ Mahomet ) fome prittcipiei 
from every party, that is in any way di^oon* 
tented at thp prefent faith and fettlemcnt; 
which was manifeiliy our cafe. Upon thii 
occaiion, I remember to have allied fome con-* 
fiderable ^wligs, whetjier it did not bring a 
difreputation upon their body, to have the 
wliole herd of prelbyterians, independents^ 
atheiits, anabaptilts, deiiU, quakers, and Jb* 
cinmns openiy and unlvei^ly Hilied und^ 
. . tacir 
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their banners ? They answered, that all this 
was abfolutely neceffary in order to make 9 
l>a}ance againft the toriesi and all little e- 
nough ; for indeed, it was as much as they 
could poflibly do^ although affifted with tha 
ab(bltite power of difpoiing of every employ- 
ment; wnile the bulfe of the Englijh gentry 
kept firm to their old principles in church and 
Ifate. 

But notwlfhftanding what I have hitherto 
laid) i am informed, leveral among the *wbigs 
continue (till fo refraftory,' that they wiH 
hardly allow the heads of tileir party to have 
entertained any defigns of ruining tile confti-^ 
tution ; or that they would have endeavoirred 
it, if they had continued in power. I beg 
their pardon, if I have difcoveied a fecretj 
but who could imagine they ever intended it 
ihould be one after thbie invert aSis^ with 
■wfaidithey thought fit to conclude theirj^rr^.^ 
Bat perhaps they nomj find it convenient to* 
dleny vigoroufly ; that the queftion may re- 
main, ^why nuas the old mmiftry changed^ 
which they urge on without cealing, as if no 
occafien in the Icaft had been given ; bpt that 
all were owing to the infihuations of crafty 
men, praftifing upon the vwaknefs of an eafy 
prince : I fliaii therefore offer, among an 
hundred, one reafon for this change, which 
I think would juftify any monarch, who ever 
reigned, for the like proceeding. 

it is notorious enough, how highly prin- 
ces have been blamed in the hiftories of all 
countries, paiticuiarly of our own, upon the 
K 5 account 
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account of their mikionSf who have been eyer 
juftly odious to the people for their infolence 
and avarice, and engroffing the favours of 
their mafters. Whoever hath been the leaft 
convetiant in the Engiyb ftory, cannot but 
have heard of Gaveftotif the Spencersy and 
fomc others \ who, by the excefs and abule of 
their power, coft the princes they ferved, or 
rather governed, their crowns and lives. How* 
ever, in the ca& of mhtiofts, it muft at leaft 
be acknowledged, thatf the |»nnce is pleafed 
and happy, although his rubjefls be aggriev- 
ed I and Ke has the plea of triend(hip to ex- 
cufe him, which is a difpofition of generous 
minds. Befides, a wife mimon% although he 
be haughty to other?, is humble and iniinu* 
ating to his mailer, and cultivates his favour 
by obedience and refpefl. But our misfortune 
hath been a great deal worfe ; we have fufi^r- 
cd, for fome years, under the oppreilion, tbe 
avarice, and infolence of thofe, for whom the 
QuBEN had neither efteem nor friendihip i 
who rather feemed to fnatdh their own dues, 
than receive the favour of their fovereign ; 
and were fo far from returning refpe^b, that 
' they forgot common good manners. They 
impofed on their prince, by urging the necef* 
Jity of affairs of their own creating s they firft 
raifed difficulties, and then offeftd them as 
ailments to keep themfelves in power. They 
united themfelves, againft nature and princhi' 
pie, to a party they had always abhorred, 
and which was now content to come in upon , 
any terms, leaving them and their creatures 

in 

Digitized by Google 



N«.«9- THE EXAMINER. 155 
in full pofleilion of the court : then they 
urged the formidable ftrength of that party, 
and the dangers which muft follow by dif- 
obliging it. So that it feems almofl a mira- 
cle, how a princefs thus befieged on all (ides 
could alone nave courage and pcudence enough 
to extricate herfclf. 

And indeed there is a point of hiftory. re- 
lating to this matter, which well deferveth to 
be confidered. When her majefty came to 
the crown, (he took into favour and employ- 
ment feveral perfons, who were efteemed the 
beft friends of the old conftitution^ among 
whom none were reckoned farther gone in the 
high-cburcb principles (as they are ufually 
called) than two or three who had at that 
time mod credit; and ever iince, until within 
thefe few months, poflefTed all power at court. 
So that the firft umbrage given to the ivhigs, 
and the pretences for clamouring againft 
France and the pretender y were derived from 
them. And I believe, nothing appeared then 
more unlikely, than that fuch ditterent opini- 
ons ihould mcoiporatej that party having, 
upon former occanons, treated thofe very per- 
fons with enmity enough. ' But fome lords 
then about court, and in the Queen's good 
^aces, not able to endure thofe growing im- 
poiltions upon the prince and people, preium- 
ed to interpofe j and were confequ^ntly foon 
removed and difgraced. However, when a 
moft exorbitant grant was propofed, antece- 
dent to any viable merit, it mifcanied in 
parliameot, for want of being feconded by 
K 6 thofe 
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thofe, who tad moft credit in the hoiife ; and 
who, having always oppofed the like excclTes 
ill a former reign, thought it their duty t6 
do Co dill, to fhew the world, that the dif- 
like was ,not againft perfons, but thhigs. Btit 
this was .to crofs the oligarchy in the tendereft 
point; a point which outweighed all coniidc- 
rations or duty and gratitude to the prince, of 
regard to the conftitution : and therefore, af- 
ter having, in feveral private meetings, con- 
certed meafures with their old enemies, and 
granted as well as received conditions 5 they 
began to change their ftyle and their counte- 
nance, and to put it as a maxim in the mouths 
of their emifiaries, that England muft befdwed 
by ^whigs. This Unnatural league was after- 
Vards cultivated by another incident, I mean 
the aSl of fecuriijy and the conlequences of 
it, which every body knows ; when (to uffe 
the words of my corfelpondent [r]) the fr- 
*vereign authority ^was parcelled out among tbe 
fa£iioK, end made the purcbafe of indemnify 
for an ojf ending minifer* Thus the union of 
the two kingdoms improved that between the 
miniftry and the junto, which was afterwards 
cemented by their mutual danger in that ftomi . 
they fo narrowly efcaped about three years 
ago, but howfever was not quite perfe6led till 
prince George's [d'] death ; and then they 
went lovingly on together, both fatisfied with 

[c] Letter to the Examiner. - 
^ [dj Prince Ceorgt of penmrk, hufijand to the 

queen, 
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their feveral ft ares, and at full Hberfy to ^ra-- 
tify their predominant inclinations j the hrft, 
their avarice and ambitidn ; the other, their 
models of innovation in church and ftate. 

Thei-eforc, whoever thinks fit to revive 
that baffled queftion, *why fwas the late mini' 
yfiry changedy may receive the following an- 
• Iwer J that it was become neceffary by the 
infolence and avaiice of fome about the 
Queen, who, in ordfcr to perpetuate their 
tyranny, had made a mbnftrous alliancfe with 
thofe, who profefs principles dfeftniftive ta 
our religion and government. If this will 
not fuffice ; let hiin make an abftraft of all 
the abufes I have mentioned in my former 
papers, and view them together 5 after which 
if ne ftiH remain unfatisfied) let him fufpenJl 
his opinion a few weeks longer. Although- 
after all, t think the queftion as trifling as 
that of the papifts, when they aflc us, *wherif 
ivas our religivn before Luther ? And indeed 
the miniftry was changed for the fame rea- 
sons that religion was reformed 5 becaufe a 
thonfand cormptions had crept into the difci- 
fline kud doShrtne of the flate by the pndc» 
the avarice, the fraud, and the ambition df 
thofe, fwbo adminiftered to us in fecular affairs. 
' i heard myfelf cenfured the other day in a 
cofFee-hoirfe For feeming to glance in the let- 
tef to Craffus againft a great man, who is ftill 
in employment, and likely to continue foi 
What if I had really, intended that fuch an 
application ihouid be given it? I cani^ot per- 
ceive 
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ceive ht>w I could be ju((ly blamed for fa 
gentle a reproof. If I faw a handfome young^ 
fellow going to a ball at court with a creat 
fmut upon his face j could he take it ill in 
me to point out the place, and defire him> 
with abundance of good words,- to pull out 
his handkerchief and wipe it off: or brin^ 
hint to a glafs, where he might plainly fee %t 
with his own eyes ? Doth any man think I 
fliall fuffer my pen to inveigh againfl: vices^ 
only becaufe they are charged upon perfons^ 
who ,4ire no longer in power ? Every body 
knows, that certain vices are more or le{s 
pernicious according to the ftations of thoie, 
who poffefs them. , For example, lewdneis 
and intemperance are not of io bad confe- 
quences in a town-rake, as in a diving ; 
cowardice in a lawyer is more fupportable, 
than in an ofBcer ot the army. It I fhould 
find fault with an admiral, becaufe he wanted 
politenefsi or an alderman, for not. under- 
landing Greek $ that indeed would be to go 
out of the way for occaiion of quarrelling. 
But excefiive avarice in a general is, I , think, 
tlie greateft defe6l he can be liable to, next 
to the want of courage and condu£l, and may 
be attended with the moft ruinous confequen.- 
ces, as it was in Crafus, who to that vice 
alone owed the deffa*u6lion of himfelf and 
his army. It is the fame thing in prsuilag 
men^s excellencies $ which are more qr leit 
valuable, as the perfon you commend had oc« 
calion to eitmloy them. A man may perhaps 
mean honeftlyj yet, if he be not able t© 
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fytU, he (hall never have m^r vote to be Secre- 
tary. Another may have wit and learning in 
a poft where bonefty with ]^ain common ienfe 
are of much more ufe. You may praife a 
foldter for his ikili at cbrfs, becaufe it is ikid 
to be a military game, and the emblem of 
flra^ng up an army $ but this to a treafurcr 
woald be no more a compliment, than if you 
called him SL gamefter, or zjochy, 

p. S, I have .received a letter relating to 
Mr. Greenjbields $ the perfon that fent ft 
may know, that I will lay fbrnething to 
it in the next paper. 



MUM* 
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ditus pojjk eiferti f \ 
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F we examine' what foeieties of men are 
in clofeft union among themfelvesy we fhall 
find them either to bethofe, who are engaged 
in fome evil deHgn, or who labour under one 
common misfortune. Thus the troops of 
banditti in fereral countries abroad^ the knots 
of bigbiuaymen in our nation, the feveral 
tribes of Jbarperiy tbie^esy and pick-pockitf, 
with many others, are fo firmly knit together, 
that nothing is more difficult than to break 
or difiblve their feveral gangs: fo likewise 
thofe, who are fellew-fufferers under any 
misfortune, whether it be in reality or . opi* 
nion, are ufually contra^ed into a very mi^ 
union; as we may obferve in the fapift 
throughout this kingdom, under thofe real 
difficulties, Which are juftly put on them ^ 
and in the feveral fchifms of pnjbyterians^ 
and other fe6ts, under that grievous perfecu- 
tion of the modem kind, called *want of 
ptwjer. And the reafon why fuch confede- 
racies are kept fo facred and inviolable, is 
very plain ; becaufe, in each of thofe cafes I 
have mentioued, the whole body \m moved by- 
one 
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one fptrit in purfuit of one g^eneral end, and 
the intereft of individuals is not crofTed by 
each other, or by the whole. 

Now both thefe motives are joified to unite 
the bigb-fljing nvbigs, at prefent : they havf 
been always engaged in an e^il defign, and 
of late they are faftcr rivetted by that terrible 
calamity^ the lofs of power. So that what« 
ever dehgn a miichievous ci^w of dark, con- 
federates may poflibly entertain, who will 
ftop at Ao means to compafs them> may be 
juftly apprehended from thefc. 

On the other fide, thofe who wiHi well to 
the publick^ and wbuld gladly contribute to 
its iervicc, are apt to differ in their opinions 
about the metliods of promoting it; and 
when their party fiouriuies, are fometimes 
envious at thofe in power; ready to over- 
value their own merit, and be impatient un- 
til it be rewaided by the ipeafiire they have 
prefcribed for themfelves. There is a. far^ 
ther topick of contention, which a ruling 
party is apt to fall into in relation to retrt^ 
fpeSionSy and enquiry into paft n)ifcarriages ; 
wherein y^xoif are thought too warm and zea- 
lous, others too cool and remifs; while in 
the mean time thefc diviilons are indnftrioufly 
fomented by the difcarded faftion; which, 
although it be an old *pra6^i(;e, hath been 
much improvetl in the fchools of the jefuits^ 
^ho, when they defpaired of perverting this 
nation to popery by arguments or plots againft 
the ftate, fent their eanifl'arics to fubdivide us 
into icKifms. And this expedient is now 
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with great propriety taken up by our men of 
incenfed moderation \ becaufe they fuppofe 
themfelves able to attack the ftrongeft of our 
fubdiyidoBSy and fo fttbdue us one after ano- 
ther. Nothing better refembles this proceed- 
ing, than that famous combat between the 
Hoi-atii and Curiatii $ where two of the for- 
mer bein? killed, the third, who remained 
entire and untouched, was able to kill his 
three wounded adverfaries, after he had di- 
vided them by a ftratagem. I well know 
with how tender a Jiand all this ihould be 
touched J yet, at the fame time, I think it 
my duty to <warn the friends, as well as ex^ 
pofe the enemies, of the publick weal ^ and to 
begin preaching up utiion upon the firil fuijpi* 
cion, that any fteps are made to difturb it. 

But the two chief fubje6h of difcontent, 
whi(;h, upon moft great changes in the ma- 
nagement of publick affairs, are apt to breed 
differences among thofe who are in poflefiion, 
are what I have jufl now mentioned 5 a defire 
of punifhing the corruption of former mana- 
gers $ and the rewardm^ merit among th<;>fe 
who have been any way infli-umental or con- 
fenting to the change. The £ril of thefe is 
a point fo nice, that I fhall purpofely wave 
it ; but the latter I take to fall properly with- 
in my diftri6l. By merit I here underftand 
that valu^, which every man puts upon his 
own defervings from the publick. And I 
believe, there could not be a more difficult 
employment found out, than that of pay- 

mafter^ 
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mafter'generai to this fort of merit \ or a 
more noify» crowded place^ than a court of 
judicature ercfted to fettle and adjuft every 
man^s claim upon that article. I imagine, if 
this had fallen into the fancy of the ancient 
poets, they would have dreffed it up after 
their manner into an agreeable fi£lion ; and 
given us a genealogy snd defcription of me-^ 
rit, perhaps not very different from that which 
follows. 

A poetical geneidogy and defcription of Me rit# 

**. That true Merit was the fon of Fir- 
** tue and Honour 5 but that there was like- 
** wife a ipurious child, who ufurped the 
** name, and whofe parents were Canity and 
** Impudence. That at a diftance there was 
** a great refemblance between them, and 
V they were often miftaken for each other. 
** That the *4^«ri ijfue had a hud /brill 
** nnicey which was 'perpetually employed in 
** cravings and complaints 5 while the other 
** never §>oke lotider than a -whifper^ and 
** was often fo bafhfiil, that he could not 
** foeak at all. That in all great afferablics > 
«' Uiefalfe Merit would ftep before the true, 
•* and ftand juft in his way 5 was conftantly 
•* at court, or great men's le*vees, or whii- 
** pering in fome minifterll ear. That the 
** more you fed him, the more hungry and 
** importunate he grew. That he often paf- 
f * fed for the tnic fon of Virtue and Honour, 

« and 
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** and the genuine for an irapoftor* Thai 
** he was bom diftorted and a dwarf, but 
** by force of art appeared of a handfonie 
" Akape, and tallef than the ul'ual fize ; and 
** that none but thbfe, who were wife and 
*/ good as well as vigilanti could difcover 
** his littlenefs or defoiinity. That the true 
" Merit had been often forced to the indig- 
*** nity of • applying to tli^falfe for his credit 
** with thofe in power, and to keep. htm(elf 
" from ftarving. Th:it faife Merit filled the 
** anti-chambers with a crew of his depen- 
f* dents and creatures, fuch ^s projei9orr^ 
** fchematijiSf gc^afioual con*verts to a party, 
** proftitute flatterers, ftarnjeltn^ ivritersj 
** buffoonsy Jballonxi poikictans^ e^nptj orators^ 
" and the like 5 who all owned him for their 
" patron, and grew difcontentcdi if they 
'• were not immediately fed." 

This metaphorical defcnptidn of falfe Me* 
fit is, 1 doubt, calculated for moil counaie^ 
an Chriftendom ; and as to our own, I be- 
lieve it may be faid with a fufficicnt refei-ve of 
charity, that we are fully able to reward every 
man among us according to his real deferv- 
ings : and I think, I may add^ without fufi 
picion of flattery, that never any prince had 
a miniftry with a better judgment to diftin* 
|«i(h betwpeny^^ and real merits than that 
which is now at the helm j or whofe incli- 
nation, as well asintereft, was greater, to en- 
courage the latter. And it ought to be ob- 
fervedi that thofc great and excellent perfons 
^ we 
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V^e fee at the head of affairs, aie of the 
queen's o^wn, f^r/onal, voluntary choice ; not 
forced upon her by any infoknty o'ver-groivn 
fa*vourite, or by the pretended neccflity of 
complying with an unruly faBion, 

Yet thefe are the perfons,^whom thofe fcan- 
dals to the prefs in their daily pamphlets and 
papers openly revile at io ignominious a rate, 
as I bebeve was never tolerated before under 
any government. For furely no lawful power, 
derived from a prince, (hould be fo far af- 
fronted, as to leave thofe who are in autho- 
rity expofed to every fcurrilous libeller : be^ 
caufe in this point J make a mighty difference 
between thofe who are in, and thofe who are 
euty of power j not upon any regard to their 
perfons, but the ilations they are placed in 
by the fovereign. And jf my diflinftion be 
right, I think I might appeal to any man^ 
whether if a flranger were to read the invec- 
tives which are daily publifhed againft the 
prefent minifb*y, and the outrageous fury of 
the authors againfl me for cenfuring the laflj 
he woiild not conclude the ^wbigs to be at this 
time in full pofTeflion of power and favour^ 
and the iories entirely at mercy. But all this 
now ceafes to be a wonder, fmce the queen 
Jierfelf is no longer fpared j witnefs the libel 
publifhed fome days ago under the title of 4 
Utter to fir Jacob Banks, where the reflexions 
iipon her facred raajefly are much more plain 
and dire6l, than ever the Examiner thought; 
fit to publifh againfl the mofl obnoxious per- 
fons in a minifiry difcarded for endeavouring 
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the niin of their prince and country. C^/ar 
indeed threatened to hang the pirates fot" 
"prefuming to difturb him, while he was their 
priibner aboard their (hip. But it was Cttfar 
who did fo, and he did it td a crew of pub^ 
tick robbers $ and it became the g^atnefs of 
his fpirit, for he lived to execute vhat>> he 
had threatened. Had thtf been in his power 
and fent fuch a meffage, it could be imputed, 
to nothing but the extremes of impuoenccf 
folly, or madneft, 

I had a letter laft week relating to Mr. 
Green/bieUs an epifcopal cJergyman of Scot* 
land, and the- wncer feems to be a gentleman 
of that part of Britain.^ I remember for- 
merly to have read a printed account of Mr. 
^Greenjbields^s cafe, who has been profecuted 
and filenced for no reafon beiides reading di- 
vine fervice after the manner of th& church 
•f England to his own congregation,^ who 
defired.it^ though,' as the gentleman who 
writes to me fays, there is no law in Scotland 
againft thofe meetings j and he adds, that 
the fentence pronounced againft Mr. Green- 
Jbields nvill foon be affirmed^ if fotne care be 
not taken to prevent it, I am altogether un-. 
informed in the particulars of fliis catfe, and 
beiides, to treat it juftly would rot come 
within the compafs of my paper ; therefoi-c I 
could wifh the gentleman woulii undeitake 
it in a difcourfe by itfelf ; and I ftiould be ^ 
glad he would inform the publick in one faft j 
whether epifcopal aflemblies are freely adlow- 
9d in Scotland F It is notorious, that abun- 
dance 
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dance o£ theic clerey fled freixi thence fome 
years ago into England and Ireland, as from 
a perfecution \ but it was all edged by their 
enemiesy that they cefufed to take the oaths 
to the government, which however none of 
them fcrupled <vhen they came among U8» 
It is fomewhat extraordinary to fee our wbigt 
va!\ fanaticks keep iuch a flir about ^tf acred 
aB of toleration^ while their brethren will not 
allow a connivance in fo near a neighbour- 
hood \ efpecially if what the gentleman in* 
£il8 on in his letter be true^ that nine parts 
in ten of the nobility and gentry, and two in 
three of the commons, are epifcopal\ of 'which 
one ar|^ment he ofFereth is the preient clioice 
of their reprefentatives in both houfes, though 
oppofed to the utmoft by the treacbings, 
tbreateningSy and anatbemas or the kirkm 
Svch ufage to a majority may, as he thinks, 
be of dangerous confequence ; and I entirely 
agree with him. If thefe be the principles of 
the higb'kiri, God preferve, at Icaft, the fouth- 
cm parts from theu* tyranny. 
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I approve flie f^ble and application^ with 
this rennement u^on it : for parties do not 
only (plit a nation, but every individual 
among them, leaving' each but half their 
firengthy and wit, and honefty, and good 
nature j but one eye and ear for their light 
and hearing, and equally lopping the reft of 
the fenfes. Where parties are pretty equal in 
a ftate, no man can perceive one bad quality 
in his own, or good one in his adversaries. 
Befsdes, party being a dry, difag^eeable iiib- 
jeft, it renders converfation infipid, or four, 
^n<i^onfines invention. I ipeak not here of 
the leaders, but the iniigniHcant crowd of fol- 
lowers in a pairty, who have been the inftru- 
xnents of mixing it in every condition and 
cireumftance of life. As the zealots among 
the JeiJos bound the law about their fore- 
heads, and wrifts, and hems of their gar- 
ments; fo the women among us have got 
the diftinguifhing marks of party in their 
muffs, their fans, and their furbelows. The. 
m)hig ladies put on their patches in a differ- 
ent manner from the iories. They have 
i^^de/cbijhts in the playhoufe, and each have; 
their particular fides at the opera i and when 
a man changeth his party, he muft infallibly 
count upon the lofs of his niiflrefs. I afked 
a gentleman the other day how he liked fuch 
a Tady ? But he would not give me his opi- 
nion, till I had anfwered him whether fhe 
were a twbig or a tory. Mr. , finco 

he is known to vifit the prefent miniftry, and 
Jay fome time imder a fufpicion of writing 
• L the 
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the Examiner, is no longer a man of wi/; 
his very poems have contraaed a ftupidity, 
many years after they were printed. ^ 

Having lately ventured upon a metaphori- 
cal genealogy of mertU I thought it would 
• be proper to add another of party^ or rather 
oifaaion (to avoid miftake) nottelhngthe 
reader whether it be my own, or a quotation, 
till I know how it is approved. But whether 
I read, or dreamed it, the fable is as fol- 
lows : , 

«« LIBERTY, the daughter of Oppref- 
** fiOHi after having brought forth feveral 
" fair children, as Riches y Arts, Lsarnhig, 
*' i'racie, and many others, was at laft de- 
<« livered of her youngeft daughter, called 
«' Faction, whom Junoy doing the office of 
« the midwife, diftorted in its birth out of 
" envy to the mother, from whence it de- 
«« rived its pee'vijbnefs and fickly conftitu- 
<* tion. However, as it is often the nature 
** of parents to grow moft fond of their 
"youngeft and dilagreeablpft children, fo it 
«« happened with Liberty y who doatcd on this 
" daiicrhter to fuch a degree, that by bcr 
« good will fhe would never fuffer the girl 
<« to be ought of her fight. As mifs FaSion 
" grew up, ftie became fo termagant and 
" froward, that there was. no enduring her 
" any longer in Hewveti. Jupiter gave ber 
** warning to be gonej and her mother, ra- 
" ther than forfake her, took the whole fa- 
«« mily down to earth. She landed firft in 
• 4. ** Greece \ 
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* Greece \ was expelled by degrees through 

* all the cities by her daughter's ill conduct ; 

* fled aftervMards to Italy y and being bani/li- 

* ed thence, took (lielter among the_Gfl/i&/, 
' witkwhom flie pafTed into moft parts of 
' Europe ; but, being driven out every 
' where, ihe began to- lofe efteera, and her 
' daughter's faults were imputed to herfelf : 

' fb that at this time fhe has hardly a place 

' in the world to retire to. One would won- 

' der what ftrange qualities this daughter 

' muft poflefs, fufficient to blaft the influ- 

* ence of fo divine a mother, and the reft of 
' her children. She always affe6led to keep 

mean and fcandalous company; valuing 
no body, but juft as they agreed with her 
in every caprictous opinion me thought fit 
to take-up ; and rigoroufly cxafting com- 
pliance, though (he changed her fentiments 
ever fo often. Her great employment was 
to bi*eed difcord among friends and rela- 
tions, and make up monftrons alliances 
between thofe, whofe difpofitioiis leaft re- 
fembled each other. Whoever offered to 
contradift her, though in the moft inligni- 
ficant trifle, fhe would be fure to diftin- 
guifh bv fome ignominious appeUatioUy and 
allow them to have neither honour, wit, 
beauty, learning, honefty, or common 
fenCe. She intruded into all companies at 
the moft unfeafonable times; mixed at 
balls, aflemblies, and other parties of 
pleafure 5 haunting every cqffee-boufe and 
pQQkfeUer'sJbopY and by ner perpetual talk- 
La . ** inff 
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** ing filled all places with difturbance and 
** confufion : ftie buzwd about the merchani 
** in the Exchatjge, the divine in his pulpit^ 
*' and the /hopkeeper behind his counter^ 
**. Above all, (lie frequented puhlick ajfem-- 
** ^//>j, where flie fat in the ihape of an oA- 
** feene ominous bird, ready to prompt her 
** friends as they fpoke/' 

If I underftand this fable of FactioW 
right, it ought to be applied to thofe, whcj 
fet themfelves up againft the true intereft and 
couftitution of their country j which I wilh 
the undertakers for the late miniftry would 
pleafe to take notice of, or tell us by what 
figure of fpeech they pretend to call fo great 
and unforced a majority, with the queen at 
ibeir head, by the name of the faSiion ; 
which is not unlike the phrafe of the non-i 
jurors, who, dignifying one or t^o deprived 
biihops, and half a fcore clergymen of the 
fame ftamp with the title oif the church of 
Mnglottd, exclude all ^he reft as fchifmaticks j 
ipr like the prejbyterians laying the fame ac- 
cufation^ with equal juHice, againft the efta- 
bli/hed religion. 

And here it may be worth enquiring, what 
are the tiue diara^erifticks of a fusion ; or 
how it is to be diftinguiflied from that great 
body of the people, , who arc friends to the 
conftitution ? Tne heads of a faSion are 
ufually a fett of upftarts, or men ruined in 
their fortunes, whom forae gieat change in a 
gorernment did, at firft, out of their obfcu- 

rit^i 
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ever the people were in their rage, they would 
certainly tear him to pieces j Yes, fays the 
pther> and they will do the fame to you, 
whenever they are in their wits. But God 
be thanked, our populace is more merciful in 
their nature, and at prefent under better di- 
re6tion $ a^d the orators among us have at- 
tempted to confound both prerogative and 
law in their fovereign's preibnce, and before 
(he higheft court of judicature, without any 
hazard to their perfons. 



NUM. 
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NUMBER XXXIL 

Thurfday^ March 15^ 1710-11. 

jf^on ^ ea medicinal cum fanae parti corptrii 
fcilpeUum adbibetur, atque integrae^ car* 
nificina eft iflay et crudelitas. Hi medenhtf 
reipublicae^ qui exjecant peftem aUquami 
tanquamjirumam ctfvitatis. 



I 



AM diverted from the general fubje£^ of 
my difcourfes to refleft upon an eyent of 
a very extraordinary and fuiprizing nature. 
A great minifter, in high conndence widi the ^ 
Queen, under whofe management the weight 
of affairs at prefent is in a . great meafure 
fuppofed to lie ; fitting in council, in a royal 
palace, with a dozen of the chief officers of 
the (late, is flabbed at the very board, in the 
execution of his office, by the hand of a 
frencb p^ptft [^]> then under examination for 

[e] The abbot de Bourlle, who, having quitted hit 
native country, folicited to be employed againft it lA 
feveral courts of Europe, and affumed the title of 
marquis de Guifcard,^ He at length Obtained a com- 
miifion from queen Anncy and embarked in an expe* 
dition ag»inft France, which mifcarried j and his ex- 
pectations being difappointed by the new miniilry, he 
endeavoured to make his peace at home by ad^iag 
here as a fpy, and commenced a treafooable corref- 
pondence : his letters were intercepted and produced 
to him by Mr. Harleif at his cxaminatioo. 

high« 
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rity, produce upon the ftage. They aflb- 
ciate themfclves with thole who di/like the 
old^ eftabliflimcnt> religious and civil. They 
are full of new fchemes in politicks and di- 
vinity i they have an incurable hatred againft 
the old nobility^ and ftrengthen their party 
by dependants raifed from me loweft of the 
people. The have feveral ways of working 
themfelves into power ^ but they are fure to 
he called> when a corrupt adminiftration wants 
to to be fupported againil:- thofe'who are en- 
deavouiing at a reformation ; and they firmly 
obferve that celebrated ma.xim of preferving 
poyier by the fame arts, by which it is at- 
tained. They a6l with the fpirit of thoie, 
tvho believe their time is but fliort ; and their 
firft care is to heap up immenfe riches- at the 
publick expence; in which they have two 
ends beildes that common one of infatiable 
avarice, i^hich are^ to make themfelves ne- 
ceflary, and to keep the commonwealth in 
dependence. Thus they hope to compaf$ 
their defign, which is, inftead of fitting their . 
principles to the conftitution, to alter and 
adjuft the conftitution to their own pernici- 
ous principles. 

It is cafy determining, by this tcft, to which 
fide the name oi faSiion moft properly be- 
longs. But howey^er, I will give them any 
fyftem of law or regal government, from 
William the conqueror to this prefent time, to 
try whether they can tally it with their late 
models 2 excepting only that of Crom<weU^ 
h 3 whom 
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whom perhaps they will reckon for a mo^ 
narch. 

If the prefent miniftry, and fo great a ma- 
jority in the p^urliament and kingdom, be 
only a faSion, it muft appear by fome ac- 
tions, which anfwer the idea we nfually con- 
• ceive from that word. Have they abuied the 
prerogative of the prince, or invaded the 
rights and liberties ef the fubjeil? Have 
they offered at any dangerous innovation* in 
church or ftate?' Have they broached any 
do^iine or hei-efy, rebellion or tyranny? 
Have any of them treated their fovereign 
with infolence, engroffed and fold all her fa- 
vours, or deceived her by bafe, grofs mifre- 
prefentations of her raoft faithful iervants? 
Thefe are the arts of afa^ioftt and whoever 
hath pra£lifed them, they and their followers 
inuft take up with the name. -' 

. It is ufually reckoned a luhig principle to 
appeal to the people ; but that is only when 
they have been fo wift as to poifon their un- 
derftandings beforehand. Will they now 
ftand to this appeal, and be determined by 
Ifaeir vox fopulij to which fide their title of 
faSiion belongs ? And that the people are 
now left to the natural freedom of their un- 
derftanding and choice, I believe our adver- 
faries will hardly deny. They will now re- 
fufe this appeal, and it is reaibnable they 
Should J and I will farther add, that, if our 
people refembled the old Grecians, there might 
be danger in fuch a trial. A pragmatical 
twrator teld a great man at Athens^ that when- 
ever 
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high-treafon ; the alTaiTiD redoubles his blow 
to make fure w©rk j and concluding the chan- 
cellor [/] was difpatched, goes on with the 
faVne rage to murder a principal fecretary of 
ilate [^] : and that the whole noble atfembly 
are forced fo rife and draw their fwords in 
their own defence^ as if a wild beaft had been 
let loofe among them. 

This faft hath fome circumftances of ag- 
gravation, not to be paralleled by any of the 
Eke kind we meet with in hiftory. Cxfar't 
inurder being performed in the fenate comes 
ncareft to the cafe 5 but that was an affair 
concerted by great numbers of the chief fe- 
nators, who were likewife the adlors in it j 
and not the work of a vile (ingle ruffian. 
Harry the third of Frana was ftabbed by an 
"enthufiaftiek^^pr, whom he fuflfered to ap- 
proach his perfon, while thofe who attended 
him ftood at fome diftance. mnfucceffbr met: 
t3ie fame fate in a coach, where neither he or 
his nobles in fuch a confinement were able to 
defend thenifelves. In our country we have^ 
X think, but one inftance of this fort, which 
has made any noife | I mean that of Felton 
about fourfcore years ago ; but he took the 
opportunity to ftab the duke of Buckingham 
in pafiing through a dark lobby from one 
room to another. The blow was neither feen 

" [/ ] ^'* Harleyy then chancellor of the exche* 
^uer, afterwards carl of Oxford, 

[gl Mr; Henry St', John, afcer^vardj lord Boling* 

nor 
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nor heard, and the nitiraei-er might have ef- 
caped, if his own concern and horror, as it 
is ufual in fuch cafes, had not betrayed him. 
Befides, that aft of Fclton will admit of foine 
extenuation from the motives he is faid to 
have had : but this attempt at GuUdford fecms 
to have outdone them all in eveiy heightening 
circumftance, except the difference otperfons 
between a king and a great minifter j for I 
give no allowance at all to the difference of 
fuccefs (which, however^ is yet uncertain and 
A depending) nor think it the leafl alleviation 
^' to the crime, whatever it may be to the puniih- 
ment. 

I am fenfible, it is ill arguing from parti- 
culars to generaU, and that we ought not to 
charge upon a nation the crimes of a few dcf. 
perate villains it is fo unfortunate to produce j 
yet at the fame time it mud be avowed, that 
the French have, forthefe laft centuries, been 
fomewhat too liberal of theii* daggers upon 
the perfons of their greateft men ; fuch as the 
admiral de Coligny, the dukes of Gui/e father 
aod fon, and the two kmgs I Isft pientioned. 
I have fomctimes wondered how a people, 
whofe genius feems wholly turned to (infixing, 
and dancing, and pi-ating, to vanity ana ini^ 
pertinence J who lay fb much weight upon 
modes and geftures ; whofe effentialides are 
generally fo very fupe«ficial j who are ufually 
lo ferious upon trifles, and fo trifling upon 
what is ferious, have been capable of commit- 
ting fuch folid villainies, more fuitable to the 
gravity of a Spaniard, or the filence an4 
^ thought-* 
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thoughtfulnefs of an Italian : iinlefs it be, 
that> in i nation naturally fo full of them* 
. felves, and of fo reftlefs imaginations, when 
any of them happen to be of a morofe and 
gloomy conftitution, that huddle of confuied 
thoughts, for want of evaporating, ufually ter- 
minates in rage and defpair. D^A'uiUi ob- 
ferves, th^t Jacques Clement [A] was a fort 
of buffoon, whom the reft of the friers ufed 
to make fport with j but at laft giving his fol- 
ly a fcrious turn, it ended in cnthufiafmj and 
qualified him for that defperate a£l of mur- 
dering his king. 

But, in the marquis de Guifcardy there 
(eems to haveh^en a complication of ingredi- 
ents for fuch an attempt. He had committed 
feveral enormities in France, was extremely 
prodigal and vicious, of a dark melancholy 
complexion and cloudy countenance, fuch as 
in vulgar phyfiognoray is cfalled ai> ill look* 
For the reft, his talents were very mean, hav- 
ing a fort of inferior cunning, butveiy fmall 
abilities j fo that a great man of the late mi- 
niftry, by whom he was invited over, and, 
with much difcretion, raifed at firft ftep from 
a profiieate popijb priejf to a lieutenant gene- 
ral, and colonel of a regiment of horfe, was 
at laft forced to drop him for Ihame. 

Had fuch an accident happened under th:^ 
miniftry, and to fo coniiderable a member of 
4t, they would have immediately charged it 
upon the whole body of ^hofe they are pleafed 

^ [i] Thcmonkwhoftabbedaflrylll, ofFrtfWtf. 

t^ 
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to call the fa^um. This would have beei) 
%led a bigb-cburcb principle \ the clergy, 
would have been accufed, as promoters and 
ebbettors of the fa£l ; committees would 
have been fent to promife the criminal his 
life, provided they might have liberty to di- 
reSt and di6^ate his confeflion ; and a black 
lift would have been printed of all thofewho 
had been ever feen in the murderer's compa- 
ny. But the prefent men in power hath and 
defpife all fuch deteftable arts, which ther 
m^ht now turn upon their adverfaiies witft 
much more plauAbility, than ever thefe di4 
th^ir honoural)le negotiations with Greg [/*]• 

[/] In the beginning of the year 1708, Wittigm 
Cregt an under chrk to Mr. fecretary Harhy, wa« 
deteded in a correfpondence with monfieqr Cbamil' 
hrd^ one of the French king^4 miniflers, to whom h^ 
tnnCmitted the proceedings of both houfes of parlia- 
ment with refpcfl to the aagmentation o^ the 'Sr'ttifk 
forces, and other papers of great importance. Crtg^ 
when he was indited of this treafon, pleaded guilty^' 
which gave occaHon to Mr. Uarlefi enemies to infi- 
noate^ that he was privy to Grt£t pra^ices ; an4 
had, by afTurances of^ pardon, , prevailed upon him to 
plead guilty, in order to prevent the examination of 
^itneHes : the houfe of lords appointed a committee 
of feven, of whom lord Sunderland was manager, to 
enquire into the affair ; the coriimittee prefented an 
addrefs to the queen, in which complaint was made^ 
that all Mr. Harley't papers had been long expo fed 
to the meaneft clerks in hit office j and it was re> 
' queued, that nK>re caution might be ufed for the fa- 
tnre* Upon this addrefs. the execution of Crez was 
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And here it may be worth ohCervmg, how 
unanimous a concurrence there is between 
fome perfons once in great power and ^french 
papift 5 both agreeing in the great end of tak- 
ing away Mr. Harlefs life, though diiFering 
in their methods j the firftproceedmg by fub- 
ornation, the other by violence; wherein 
Gutjcard- feems to have the advantage, as 
aiming no further than his life 5 while the 
others defigned to deftroy at once both that 
and his reputation. The malice of both a-' 
gainft this gentleman feeras to have arifen 
from the fame caufe, his difcovcring defignt 
againft the government. It was Mr. HarUy 
who dete£t^ the treafonable correfpondence 
c€ Greg, and fecured him betimes 5 when a 
certain great man, who fhall be namelefs, 
had, out of the depth of his politicks, fent 
him a caution to make his efbape, which would 
certainly have fixed the appearance of guilt 
upon Mr. Harley ; but when that was pre- 
vented, they would have enticed the con- 
demned criminal, with promiie of a pardon, 
to write and ilgn an accuiation againft the 
fecretary : but, to ufe Grig's €>wa,expreflion,- 
bis d$ath twas nothing near fi ignominious^ as 

deferred a month 5. dnrlng which time he was foli- 
cited, threatened, and promifed^ but ftill periifting 
to take the whole guilt upon himfelf, he waa at 
length executed, having, in a paper wbiich be left . 
behind him, juftified Mr, Uarley in particular j 
w|iich hp would fcarce ^ave thought secenTary, if 
no particular attempt bad been made a^aiail him. 

Vol.. VIII. M ' V.GUIJ 
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wuld haw be$nfftch a lift, tbmt mtffi be/av- 
id by froJUtutmg kis ^Qufciinee. The fame 
gentltmait now lies tabbed by his other ene- 
my, a popiftfff^^ whofe ti'eaton he hath dif- 
covered. God preferve the reft of her mi- 
jefty^s minifters from fuch pr$tefi€mts^ and 
from fuch pttpifis ! 

I (hall take occaflon to hint at fpn^ parti- 
cularities in this furpriiing i^St^ for the fake 
of thofe at a^ diftance^ or who may not be 
thoroughly infonaed. The murderer cod- 
fefled in Uenugatf^ that his chief deiign was 
againft Mr. fecretaiy St. Jtbn, who happen- 
ed to change feats Nvith Mr. HarUy for more 
convenience of examining the criminal : and 
being aiked what provoked him to ftab the 
chancellor, he faid, that^ not being able to 
come at the fe^retary as he intended, it was 
fbme r^tisfaflion to murder the perfon whom 
he thought Mr. St, John loved beft [it]. 

And here if Mr. HarUy hath ftlll any ene- 
mies left, whom^his blood fplltin thepublick 
fervice cannot reconcile, I hope they will at 
leaft admire his magnanimity, which is » 
Quality efteemed even in an enemy: and I 
ttink there arc few greater inftances of it to 
be found in ftory. After the wound was 
given, %e was obierved neither to change hit 
^countenance, nor difcover any concern or dif- 
crder in his fpeech. He rofe up and walked 
along the room, while he was able, with the 

\k'^ How much he was miftakeii appears by lotd 
JMwgi^nkt't letter to fir fTUiiam W^ndbam. 

gseatcj^ 
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greatcft tranquillity, during the heighth of. 
the confuiion. When the (urgconcime, he 
took him a^4e, and defired he wovild ipfonn 
hina freely whether the wound were mortal^ 
becaufe in that cafej he faid, he had fome af- 
fairs to fettle^ relating to his family. The 
blade of the £len knife, broken by this violence 
of the blow againft a rib withm a quarter of 
jm inch of the handle, was dropt eut (I know 
jiot whether from the wound^ or his cloaths) 
as tiie furgeon was going to drefs him : be 
ordered it to be taken, up, s^nd, wiping.it himr 
felf, pjaveit Ibme body to keep, faying, he 
thought it fto'w properly belonged to bm* He 
fhewed nofbrt of refentment, aor fpoke one 
violent word again ft Guifcard, but appeared 
all the while the leaft concerned of any ip the 
company. A ftate of mindj which in fuch 
an exigency nothing but innocence can give, 
and is truly Worthy of a cbrifiiim philofophcr. 
If there be really fo great a difference in 
principJe between the bigb-fying nvbigs and 
the friends of France % I cannot but repeat 
the queflion, how came they to join -in tha 
^eftfu^ioQ of the fame man } Can his death 
Tfe poflibly for the intereft of both I or have 
they both the fam^ quarrel againft him, that. 
lie t» perpetually difcovering and preventing 
the treacherous defigns of our enemies? 
However it -be, this great minifter may now 
lay, with St, Paul, that he hath been in pe- 
rils hy^ bis Qfiwn cwntrymen^ and in ferUs bj 
Jlrangeru , 

Ma "In 



,d by Google 



,«4 TH-E EXAMTNER. N*. 31, 

In the midft of fo melancholy a ful>]e£l, I 
cannot bnt congratulate yri%Yi our own coun- 
try, that fuch a favage monfter as the marquis 
de Guifcardli none of her prpdu6^ion i a 
vretch perhaps more deteftable in his ovm ne- 
ture, than even this barbarous aft has been 
yet able to reprefent him to the world. For 
(here fire good reafons to believe, from feve^ 
ral circumnances, that he had intentions of a 
deeper dye than thofe he happened to exe- 
cute ; I mean fuch as every good fubje^l ihuft 
tremble to think on. H^ hath of late been 
frequently fcen goins; up the back-ftaii-s at 
court, and walking aipncf in an outer it)oni 
adjoining to her majefty^s bed-chamber* He 
hath often and eameftly preiTed, for fome 
time, to have acceft to the queen, even iince 
his correfpondence with /r«/r<^. And he has 
now given fuch a proof of his difpofition. as 
leaves it eafy to guefs what was before in his 
thoughts, and what he was capable of at- 
tempting. 

It is humbly to be hoped, that the legifla* 
ture will interpofe on fo extraordinaiy an oc- 
d&om as this, and dire^l a puniihment [/] 
fome way proportionable to fo execrable a 
crime. 

Et quicunque tuum *viola*vii *vubiere forpus^ 

Mom luat merita. 

[/] An A^ was immediately paflcd to make an 
attempt on the life of a privy coufelUr in the exe- 
cution of his office, felony without benefit of clergy. 

NUM. 
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4 

NUMBER XXXin. 

Thurfiiay, M^*ch 22, xyxo-xi* 

Be Ubertate nthenda, qua certe nibil efi daU 
MS, tibi ajfentior, 

^ H E apologies of tLe ancient fathers are'- 
'*' reckoned to have been the ihoft ufefut 
parts of their writings, and to have done 
greateft ferrice to the chriftian religibn ; be- 
catife thev removed thofe mifirepreibntatlcintf 
ifdiich had done it nu>ft injury. The methods 
Aefe writers took, were openly and freely to 
<ii{cover every point of their faith^ to dete6^ 
^ falihbod of their accufers, and to charge 
nothing upon their idverfaries but what thev 
were, fure to make good. This example hath 
been ill followed of iatef timfes: thtpaptfliy 
£nce the reformation, uitng all arts to pal- ^ 
liate the abfurdities of their tenets, and load* 
mg the reformers with a thoufand calumnies | 
the c«}n(e^iience of v^ch hath been only a 
more various, wide, and inveterate fepara- 
tiom It is the fame thing in civil fctiiims : 
a njobig forms an image of a tory juft: after 
the tmng be mofl: abhors, and that image 
ftrvetb to reprcfent the whole body. 

I am not feniible of any material difference 

tiiere is between thofe who call thcmfelves the 

M ivbigs, and a great majority of the pre- 

UsiXtmes, at leafl by all I could ever find 

M J fron* 
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from examining fevei*al perfons o£ each de- 
iiominatibn. But it muft be confefied^ that 
the prefent body of 'wbigSy as they now coto- 
ilitute that party, is a very odd mixture pf 
tnankind, being forced to enlarge their bot- 
tom by taking every heterodoj^ profeflbr eith-er 
in religion or government, whofe opinions 
they were obliged to encourage for fear of 
leflening their' number 5 while t;Jie bulk of the 
landed men smd people were entirely of the 
k^d fentimcnts. However, they ftill pretend- 
ed a due regard to the monarchy ■ and the 
cburcbi even at the time wUeii tl^ey were 
making the largeft jleps towards the ruin of 
both: but, not being able to wipe off the 
many accufations laid to their charge, tliey 
Endeavoured, by throwing fcandal, to make 
the tories appear blacker thaQ themfdves % 
that Co tHe peoplf might join with tbehit as 
, the fmaller evil of the two. 

But, amoiig all the repreachflf w^ich the 
^igs have flung upon their adverfaries^^ 
there is lioiie hath done them more fervice 
than that of fqfifve obediencey as they repre- 
ient it with tlie confcquences of mn'rejlfiarue^ 
arhitrary powers ittdpffofibU rifbt, tyranny^ 
popery y ^nd what not. There is no accuia- 
tion whi^h hath jiaiTed with more plaufibiiity 
than this ; nor ifiniy that >t fupported with lefs 
juftice. In order therefore to undeceive thpfe 
who have been miiled by falfe r^prefentations, 
I thought it would be xio i^nproper under- 
faking to fet this matter in a fair light) which 
i think hath not yet been done. A 'whig 
• '■ - ■ ^ aiks* 
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afics, whether y /u hold faffive obedience T 
You aflirm it ; ac then immediately cries out. 
You are a jacobitet a friend of France and 
the pretender ! becaufe he makes you anfwer^ 
able for the definition he l>ath foi'med of that 
term, however different it be from what' you 
underfland. I will therefore give two def- 
criptions of pajfi'ue obedience : the firfl as h 
is falfcly charged by the nx;b{^s, the other as ic 
is really profelTed by the tones, at leaft by nine- 
teen in twenty of all I ever converfed with. 

Seifiive ebediejtce, as charged by Mr WHI69. 

** THE do^rine of pqffl've okedience is to 
"believe, that a king, even in a limited mo- 
narchy, holding his power only from God, 
is only anfwerable to nini ; that fuch a king 
is above all lawi that the cruelleft tyrant 
muft be fubmittea to in all things i and, if 
his commands be ever Co unlawful, you muft 
neither fly nor relift, nor ufe any other wea- 
pons than prayers and tears. Although he 
ihould force your wife or daughter, murder 
your children before your face, or cut off 
Hve hundred headf in a moraine for his di- 
rerdonj you are ftill to wiOi nim a lone, 
profperous reign, and to be patient under all 
nis cruelties with the fame rellgnation as un- 
der a plague or a famine ; becaufe to refift 
him would be to refift God in the perfon of 
his vicegerent. I^ a king of England fhould 
go through the ftreets of London- in order to 
jpurder every man he met, pajji<ve obedience 
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commands them to fiibmit.. All laws made 
to limit him (ighifying nothing, although 
pafled by his own confent, if he thinks fit to 
break them. God will indeed call him to a 
i'evere account j but the whole pefople united 
to a man cannot prefume to hold his hands, 
<>r offer him the leaft a^i<ve dipfbedience : the 
people were certainly created for him, and 
not he for the people. His next heir, al- 
though worfe than what I have defcribed, 
although a fool or a mad-man, hath a divine 
indefeafible right to fucceed him, which no 
law can difannul $ nay, although he fhould 
kill his father upon the throne, he' is inuna^ 
diately king to ail intents and puipofes $ the 
pofleffion of the crown wiping oft all ftains. 
But whofoever fits on the throne without this 
title, though ever fo peaceably and by con- 
fent of former kings and parliaments, is an 
u/urpery while there is any wher^ in the 
world another perfon, who hath a nearer he- 
reditary right ; and the whole kingdom lies 
under mortal fin, till that heir be reftored, 
becaufe he hath a divine title, which Ho hu- 
man law can defeat.'* 

This and a great deal more hath, in a 
thoufand papers and pamphlets, been laid to 
that do6lnne of faffvoe obedience^ which the 
^higs are pleafed to charge upon us.* This 
.is what they are perpetually inftilling into the 
people as the undoubted principle, by which 
the prefent mitiiftrv and a great majority in 
parliameilt do at this tim« proceed. This is 
^ what 
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what they accufe the clergy of delivering 
from the pulpits/ and of preaching up as a 
dp^rine abiblately necefiary to falyation. 
And whoever afBims in general^ that fajfi've 
obi^eme is due to the fupreme power^ he is 
prefently loaded by our candid^ adverfarie^ 
with iuch coof^quences as thefe. Let us 
therefore fee what this do£lrine is, when Ihript 
of fuch mifreprefenUtions, by defcribin^ it 
as really taught and pra^ifed by the toriesi 
and then it will appear what grounds our ad* 
verian«s have to accufe us u^n this article. 

Faffi<ve obedience^ as pffejfed and troBifed 
^j^M^ TORIES. 

** T HE V think that in every government, 
whether monarchy or rcpublick, there is 
'placed a fupreme, abfolute, unlimited power, 
to which pajjk;e obedienct is due. Tbat 
wherever is entrufted the power of making 
laws, that power is without all bounds ; can 
repeal, or ena£l at pleafure whatever laws it 
thinks fit y and juftly demand univerfal obe- 
dience and non-reHftance. That among us,' 
as. every body knows, this power is lodged in 
the king or queen, , together with the lords 
and commons of the kmgdom ; and there* - 
fore all decrees whatfoever, made by that 
power, are to be aftively or paflivel)[ obeyed,, 
That the adminiftration, or executive part, 
of this power is in England folely entrufted 
with the prince, who, in adminiftering thofe 
laws, ought to be no mpre refifted th^ the 
M 5 ■ legiaa. 
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)egiffatiW power itfelf. But they^ do not 
eontehre the fame stbfolute pafive bbe^enet 
to be due to a limited princess commands^ 
Ivhen Hxty are dire^y contrary to the laws 
lie hath con&nted to, and fwom to maintain. 
The crown may be fued, as well as a prirate 
pcrfoft} and if an arbttnuy king of Ekglartd 
ihofild fend his officers to feice my lands or 
goods againjfl law, I can lawfolly refift them. 
The minifters^* by whom he a^ls, ' are liablcf 
to profecution and impeachment, although 
his own perfon be facred. ' B.ut if he inter- 
bofe his royal authority to fupport their info^ 
Jence, I Tee no remedy^ until it grows a ge- 
neral ffricvance, or u'ntil the body of the 
people nave reafon to apprehend it will be fo; 
after which it becomes a cafe of neceiHty, 
4nd then^ I fuppofe, a free people may affertT 
their own rights, yet without any violation 
to the peribn or lawful power of the prince. 
3ut although the tvries allow all this, and 
did juftify it by the ihare they had in the rr- 
^lutkn 5 yet they fee no reafon for entering 
into fo ungrateful a fubje6^, or raifin|; con- 
troverfies upon it, as if we were in daily ap- 
|>rehcnfions of tyranny under the reign of fo 
Excellent a princcfs, and while we have fo* 
many law* of late years made to limit the 
prerogative j when, according to ^he judg- • 
Aient of thofe who know our canftitution. . 
fceft, things rather Teem to lean to the othei* 
extreme, which is equally to be avoided. As 
^o the fucceffion ; the /onVx think an beredt- 
taryrigy to be the b^ft in its cwn nature. 
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and moft ligreeable to o«r okl coiiftitulio& i 
yet^t the fame time they allow it to be de^ 
feafible by z€t of parliament i and fo iff inag-' 
na charta too» if the le^flature think fit : 
which is a mith fo manifeft, that no man, 
who underftands the nature of gbverament» 
can be in doubt concerning it/* 

Thefe I tajio to be the iei^timeatf of a 
gnat majority among the tdriis with reipedt 
tofaff,nfi 9beMtnce s a»d if the nvbigs infid, 
^m the writtog8 or common talk of. warm 
and ignorant men> to fonn a )udgment of the 
whole body according to the firft account I 
hare ha*e eiven ) I will engage to produce at 
many of their fide, who are utteny againft 
f4^}¥Vi ^beMenci «ven to the iegiflature; who 
will aflert the laft re&rt of power to be in the 
people againft thofe> whom they have choieil 
ana tm&d as their -repreftntative^y with the 
prince at the head $ and who will put* wild 
«nproba]EFle cafes^ to fhew th^e reaibnableikeis 
and neceffify of refilling the legiflatl^ power 
In Aich imaginary junoures^ Than Which, 
kowever, nothing can be more idle } for I 
dare undertake, in any fyftem of government^ 
either fpeculative or pnutick, that was eVei^ 
yet in the world from' Plato" iRipubkck to 
Marrmgton's Oceana^ t^ put« fuch d(flkuitie» 
as cannot be anfwored* . » « 

AH th« other^ calumnies^ raiftd by thtf 
'O^Hgr, may be as eafily wiped off $ and I 
have charity to wi^ they eoi&ld as fuMy aii'^ 
fwerthe julc accufationsw^havcr againft them« 
Dadwel^ fihkit^ and Lf^ii are gravely quotetl 
M 6 to 
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■to proTe> that the tories d^en to bring in 
the prettndgr ; and if I fliould quote them to 
prove, that tfaf iame thing H intended by the 
<wbigtf it wotdd be f\iU as reafonable; fince 
I am fure they have at leaft as much to do 
^ith nsfijurors as we. But our objections 
againft the tvhigs ape built, upon their con- 
Aant practice, for man v years, whereof I have 
produced an hundred inftances, againft any 
jfogie one of which no anfwes^ hath yet been 
fltttemptedy although I- have been curious 
enough to look into all the papers I could 
meet withy that are written againft tiisMxa- 
fniiferi fucha.taik as» I hope, no num thinks 
I vi^ould undergo for. any other end but that 
of finding an opportunity to own and re6Ufy 
sny miftakes; as I would be ready to do upon 
the call of the fnean^Ji adversary. Upon 
which occa^A I ihall iak& leave to add a lew 
t^ords* " 

. I flattered myfetf laft ^burfday^ from the 
natujpe of my fubje^, and the inof&fifive man- 
ner I handled it» jhat I ihould have one 
week's refpite from tliofe raeicilefs pens, 
whofe feverity will ibme timte break my heait s 
but I am deceived^ and find th^n. more vio- 
lent than ever, ' .Xljey chai'ge me with, two 
iiVx and a.^/««^/% . The firft lie is a truth, 
that Guifcardwzs invited over; but it is of- 
no confequien^. .1 do not > tax it as a faulty 
&ich ioit of n(kea have often been ferviceable ^ 
I only blamed the indiscretion of rai&ig a 
pirofligate abboty at the fii-ft ftep^ to alieu- 
tcnant-g^eraik md eolonel of, a regiiQenjt of 
^' ■ ' - : , " ' horifi. 
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^horfe, without ftaymgfomereafonaUe tiniff^ 
^as is ufual In fuch cales, until he had- seiven 
fome proofs of his fidelity, as well as of tiiat 
intei%ft and credit lie pretended to . have in 
his country. But that is faid to be another 
lie; for he was. a papifif and could not haTt 
a regiment : hqwever^is other lie is a truth 
too ; for a regiment he had, and paid by us^ 
to his agent monfieur le Bos for his tffei The 
third is a blunder \ that I fay Gmfiortts de- 
fign was aeainft Mr. fecretary St. Jobfti and 
yet my reatonings upon it are, as if it were 
perfonally againft Mc. Harlef, But I fay no 
iuch thing, and my reafonmn are juft. I 
relate only what Guijcard faid in Ne^gatif . 
becaufe it was a particularity the reader might 
be curious to know (and accordingly it nes 
in a paragraph by itfelf, after my reflexions) 
but I never meant to be anfwerable for what 
Guifcard faid^ or thought it of weight enough 
for me to draw cdnclufions from thence, 
xwhen I had the addrefs of botli honfesto 
dJrc^ me better \ where it is exprefsly faid, 
that Mr » HdAty*^ fidelity to ber majeftvy and 
steal for ber fervtce^ basue dranvn upon bim tbe 
hatred of eul tbe abetters of popery and fac- 
tion. This is what I b^lieve^ and wliat i 
ihail (lick to. 

But, alas ! thefe are not the palTageS which 
have raiied fo much fuiy againft mc. One or 
two miftakes in fa£ls m no iinpotfance« or s 
lirgle blunder, would not have provoked 
them J they are not fo tender of my reputa- 
tion as a writer* All their outrage is occa^ 

l&oned 
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fioned by' thofe pafliim in that paper, WhicJi 
thJBv do not in, the leaft pretend to anfbver, 
and with the utmoft reluctancy are fofted tq 
mention. They take abundance of paint to 
clear Gmfcmrd fvom a delign againft Mr^ 
Mmrl^^s fife : but offer not 01^ argomeiit t^ 
clear their p^er friends, who, in die bu£. 
nefs of Gr^i were equally guilty of the 
fime defign agatnft the fame ferfwn % nuhoft 
4^fues nA}ere ^ety fanrds^ and wfaoie pen^ 
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NUMBER XXXIV. 

Thurfd^y, March 2^, X7ii- 

Sunt hie etiamfua praemia lau^ ; 
Sunt hcbrytnae rerum, et mentem mdrtaUa 
^ tojfgunt, 

T Begin to be heartily weary of niy cmploy- 
•^ Bient as Examiner j which I wifti the mi- 
ni^hy Would confider with half fo iniich con- 
cern as I do, and aflign me Tome other witl^ 
Icfs pains, and a larger penfion. There maj^ 
foon l^e a' vacancy either on the bench, in th^ 
rerenue, or tfie army, and I am equalfy qua- 
lified for each ; but this trade of examinii^^ 
I apprehen(|, may at one time or other go 
near to four my temper. I did lately propofe, 
that fome of thofe ingenious pens, which ard 
engaged on the other nde, might be employed 
to fucceed mp; and I undertook to brin|r 
Aem over for the other crotvn t but it was 
imfwered, that thofe gentlemen do much bet« 
tcr fcrvice in the flations where they are. 'It 
was addedf that abundance of abufes yet re- 
mained to be laid open to the world, whic^ 
I had often promifed to do, but was too much 
diverted by other fubjefts that came into my 
head. On the other tide, the advice of fome 
friends, and the threats of many enemies, 
have put ms upon confideriilg, what would 
become of ma, if times Jbould alter . This I 

' havtf 
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have done very maturely 5 and the refult is, 
that I am in no manner of pain. I grant, 
that wiiat I have faid, upon occafiony con- 
cerning the late men in power, may be called 
fa tire by fome unthinking people, as long as 
that faaion is dovsm ; but if ever they come 
into play again, I mud give tiiem warning 
beforehand, that I fhall expe6l to be z.fenfour- 
ite, and that thofe pretended advocates of 
theirs will be pilloried for libellers. For I 
appeal to any man, whether I ever charged 
that party, or its leaders, with one fingic 
aclion or defign, which (if we may judge by 
ilieir former praftices) they will not openly 
profefs, be proud of, and fcore up for me- 
rit, when they come again to the head of 
affairs. I faid, they were infolent to the 
Queen : will they not value themfelves np^n. 
that, as an argument to prove them bold af- 
ferters of the people's lijjerty ? I affirmed, 
they were again ft. the peace: will th6y be 
angry with me for fettmg. forth the refine- 
ments of tlieir politicks, in piirfuing the only 
method left to preferve them in power I I 
fiiid, they had involved the nation in debts, 
and engixjfled much pf its money : they go 
beyond me, and boafi they have got it «?/, 
and the credit too. I have urged the proba- 
bility of their intending great alterations in 
religion and government : if they deftroy 
both at their next coming, will they not 
reckon niy foretelling it rather as a pane- 
gyrick than an affront ? I faid, they had for- 
merly 
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merly a defign agaijift Mr. HarUfs life [jw] : 
if they were now in power, would they not 
immediately cut off his head, and thank me 
for juftifying the fmcerity of their intentions? 
In Ihort, there is nothing I ever faid of* thofe 
woithy patriots, which may not be a^ >^efl 
cxcufed : therefore, as foon as they refumc 
their places, I pofitively defign to put in my 
claim 3 and, I think, may do it with a better 
gi-ace than many of .that party, who now 
make their court to the prefent miniftiy. t 
know two or three great men, at whofe levees 
you may daily obfeiVe a fcore of the nloft 
forward faces, which every body is afhamed 
of, except tliofe who wear them. But 1 
conceive, my pretenfions- will be upon a very 
different foot. Let me offer a» parallel cafe : 
fuppofe king Charles the firft had entirely 
fubducd the rebels at Nafihyy and reduced the 
kingdom to his obedience 5 whoever had gone 
about to reafon, from the former conduft of 
thok fahtts, thitt if the viftory had fallen on 
their fide, they would have murdei-ed their 
prince, deltroyed nionarchy and fhe church, 
and made the king's party compound for their 
clhites as deliiiq^uents, would havfe been called 
a falfc Uncharitable libeller by thofe' very 
|>erfon8, who afterwards gloried in all this,- 
and called it the twork tf the Lord^ when 
they happened ta fticceed. I remember there 
was a perfon fined and imprifoned for fcan^ 
Hidum magnatufHf beeatiie he faid the duke of 

[ml %tt*rbe Ey^aminer, S^. XtvU 
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fori w^ a papift : bilt wken tha(t prince came 
to be king, and made open profeilion of his 
religion y^ he had the juftice immediately to 
releafe his prjifoner, who^ in his epinion, had 
put a compliment upon him, and not a r^e- 
proach : and* therefore colonel TjfXfiy, who 
liad warmly aiTerted the fame thing in pailia- 
*nenf, was made a privy counfcllor. ^ 

By this rule, if that, which, for fome po- 
litick reafons, is now called fcandal upon the 
late mini dry, proves one day to be only an 
abftraft of fuch a character as thpy will aA 
flime and be proud of, I tbink I may fairly 
offer ray pretenfeons, and hope for their fa- 
vour : and I am the naore confirmed in this 
notion, by what 1 iave obferyed in thofe pa- 
pers that come out weekly againft thye Mxa^ 
miner. The authors are perpetually tellins 
me of my ingratitude to my mafters ; that I 
l^lunder and betray, the cauic ; and write wit^ 
more bittemefs asainft thofc who hii-e me, 
^han againft the whigs. Now I tpok all this 
at firft only iof fo many ftrains of wit^ and 
pretty paradoxes to divert tbe reader j but, 
^pon further thinking, I find they are fe- 
rious. I imagined I liad complimented the 
prefent lainiftry for their dutiful behaviour 19 
the QtJ££N, for their Iqvc of the old confti- 
tution in church aiid ftate, for their genero- 
iity and juftice, and for their defire of a 
£>eedy> honourable peaces' but, i^ feems, 1 
am miftaken, and they reckon all this for 
^atire^ becaufe it is dire£Uy contrary to the 
jpra^ice of a)I thofe whom they fet up to de- 
' " •/ ' ■ fend, 
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fe^df and utterly againft all tJieir notions of 
a good miniftry. Therefore I cannot but 
^ink they have »afon on their (ide: for, 
fuppo/e I (hoiiU write the chaia^er, of an 
honeft, & religious, and a learned man , and 
iend the firft to NeivgaU, the fecond to the 
Grecian ct^ee-houfe^ and the laft to White* s \ 
Would they not all paf& for fatires, and juftly 
enough, among the companies to v^hona they 
5verc fent ? *{ 

Having therefore employed feveral papers 
i.n fuch fort of panegyrick$, and but very few 
on what they uiiderftand to h^fotires, I {hall 
kenceforth, upon occafion, be more liberal 
©f the latter J of which they ai*e like to have 
)sL tafte in the remaiiider of this prefent par- 
per. 

. Among m the advantages which the king- 
idom hath received by the Tat^ change of mi-, 
fiiftiy, the greateft muft be allowed to be th^ 
jcalJing of the prefent pvHament upon th^ 
diflblution of the lalt. It is acknowledged, 
^at this excellent ailembly hath entirely re- 
^ovqred the honour of parliaments, whiclj 
had been unhappily ppflituted fox Tome yearf 
paft by the fa^ious proceedings of an i:inna- 
jtural majority in concert with a'moft corrupt 
adminiftration. It is plain, by the prefent 
choice of members, that the ele6lors of Eng^ 
Jand, when left to themfelves, do rightly un- 
lierftand their true intereft. The moderate 
*wbigs befi^an to be convinced, that we hatu 
J>een all tnis while in wrong hands, and that 
things are now as they fhould be« And at 
'■'••' ■ ■ ■• ^ ' |bf 
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the present tioUfe of commons is the beft 
itprefentatiyc of the nation, that hath ever 
been fumhioned in our memoiles, fo they 
have taken care, in their iiift feflion, by that 
tioble bill of qualification [ir], that futnre 
parliaments (hould be compofed of landed 
men ; and 6ur properties lie no more at 
the niercy of thofc who have none them* 
jelves, or at leaft only whatis tranfient or 
itnaginafry. If there be any gratitude ia 
-pofterity, the mempry of tlu$ affembly will 
be always celebrated j if otherwife, at kaft 
we, who fhare in the bleflings they derivitf 
to us, ought, with grateful hearts, to aduiow^ 
ledge them. 

I defign, in fome following papers^ to 
draw up a lift (for I can do no more) of the 
great things this parliament hath already, 
performed ; the many abufes they have de« 
4e£Ved ; their juftice in deciding ele^tiont 
without regard to party 5 their cnearfulneGi 
and addrefs in raiOng fupplies for the war^ 
and, at the fame time, proriding for the na- 
tion's debts } their duty to the QvEBN, and 
their kindnefs to the 'church. In the mean 
time I cannot forbear nventioning two parti-^ 
culars, which, in my opinion, do difcovcTy 
in fome meafure, the temper of the prefenc 
parliament, and bear analogy to thofe paf- 
iages, related by Plutarcp, in the lives of 

[ff] The qvalilication lequired by thii t&. it Ibme 

^ cftate in land^ either in ro Ccffipn or certain rever- 
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certain great men : which, as himfelf ob- 
ferrcthj at hough they be not of actions <whicb 
ntake any great noife or figune in hifiory^ yet 
grof more Rght into the char^Bers of perfons^ 
than *we could receive from an account of 
$betr moft renoixmed atchte^ements. 

Something HKe this may be obfenred from 
two late inftances of decency and good nature 
in that illuftrious affembly I am fpeaking of.' 
The firft was, when, after that inhuman at- 
tempt upon Mr. Harley, they, were pleafed 
to vote an addrefs to the Queen, wherein 
they cxprefs their utmoft deteftation of the 
fe&, their high cfteera and great concern for 
tiiat able minifter, and JiifHy impute his mif-^ 
fortunes to that 2cal for her majefty's fervice, 
which had drarwn upon htm the hatred of all 
the abetters of popery and faSHon, I dare 
5d35rm, that fo airfinguifhing a mark of ho- 
nour and good will, from fuch a oarliament, 
was more acceptable to a perfon ot Mr. £far- 
iey*s generous nature, than ifhe moft bountiful 
grant that' was ever yet made to a fubjeft ^ 
as her majeffy's anfwer, dlUd with gracious 
expreflions in his favour, idds more to his 
real gloty, than any titles ihe could beftow. 
The prince and reprefcntatives of the whole 
kingdom join in their concern for fo impor- 
tant a life : thefe are the true rewards of vir- 
tue ; and this is the commerce between noble 
fpirits in a coin which the gi*ver knows where 
to beftow, and the receiver how to value, 
although neither avarice nor ambition would 
be able to comprehend its worth* 

The 
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Thc o\her inftance I intend to produce o^ 
decency and gaod nature iir the prefent houfe 
of commohSy r,elates to their moft worthy 
f{)eaker [e] j who, having unfortunately loft 
his eldeft fon, the aflemblj', moved with a 
generous pity for fo ibnfiblc an affliftion, ad- 
journed themfelves for a week, that fo good 
a fervant of the publick might have fome ia^ 
terval to wipe away a father's tears. And^ 
indeed, that gentleman hath too juft an oc- 
caiion for his grief by the death of a fon, 
who had already acquired fo great a reputa-* 
tion for every amiable quality, and who might 
have lived to be fo great an honour and an 
ornament to his ancient family. 

Before I conclude, I muft defire one fa- 
vour of the reader 5 that when he thinks it 
worth his whiJe to perufe any paper written 
againft the Examiner y he will not form his 
judgment by any mangled quotation out of 
it, which he finds in fuch -papers, but be fo 
juft to read the paragraph referred to j which 
I am confident will be found a fuflicient an- 
fwer to all tliat ever thofe papers cai\ -obje^^ : 
at leaft I have feen above fifty of them, and 
never yet obferved one iingle quotation tran-s 
fcribed with cc»nmon candour. 
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NUMBER XXXV. . * 
Thurfdays April ^, lytu . 

NuMoJuo feccato hftpediccntur^ quo minus aft$- 
riuspeccata demonftrsire fqffint. 



I 



Have been confidffing the old eonftitDtkui 
of this kiBgdom f eomparing it ^ith the 
monarchiea and republiclcs whereof we mee€ 
^ many accounts m ancient ftory^ and witb 
thofe at prefent in moft parts of Europe, I 
have contidered oiir religic^y efta!>l!iked here 
by the legiflature foon after the refennation. 
i have likewifc examined the gcniss and dif- 
portion of the people under that rea&>nafal»- 
freedom they pofiefs. Then I' have turned 
•my reflexions upon thofe two grleat divifions 
of *wbig and lory (which fome wav or other 
take in the whole kingdom) with the princi* 
pies they both profefs, as ^ell as thofe where- 
with they reproach, one another. From all 
this I endeavour to determuie from which 
fide her prefent majefty may reafonably hope 
for moft fecurity to her perfon^ and govern-* 
ment ; and to which ihe ought, in prudence 
to ti-uft the adminiflration of her affairs. If 
thefe twa rivals were really no mora than 
parties, according to the common acceptation 
of the word| I fiouid agree with thofe poli- 

ticians^ 
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ticians> who think a prince defcends from his 
dignity by putting himfelf at the head of ci- 
ther; and that his wiKeilcourfe. is to keep 
them in a balance, raifing or deprefCng either 
as it beft fuits with his defigns. But when 
tiie vifible ifttercft of Kis crown and kingdom 
lies on one fide; and when the other is but 
zfa^m$ raifed and ftrengthened by incident^ 
and intrigues, s^nd by deceiving the people 
with falte reprefentatioris of things ; he 
pu^ht, in prudence, to take the firft oppor- 
tunity of opening his fitbjeSis eyes, and de-i 
daring himfelf in favour of thofe who are 
for preftrving the civil and religious rights of 
the nation, wherewith his own are f^ ifiter- 
woven. 

This was certainly our cafe : for I do not 
take the heads, advocates, and followers of 
the tvbigs to make up, ftriinly fpeaking,- a na^ 
iiMal party \ being patched up of heteroge- 
neous, inconfiftent parts, whom nothing ferv* 
ed to unite, bnt the conunon intereft of ihar- 
ing in the fpoil and plunder of the people \ 
^eir prefent dread of their adverfaries, by 
whom they apprehended to be called tp an ac- 
count $ and that general confpiracy of en- 
deavouring to overturn the church and ftate, 
which, however, if they could have com- 
. pafled, they would certainly have fallen out 
among themfelves, and broke in pieces, as 
their predecejfors did after they deftroyed the 
monarchy and reli^pon. For how could a 
nwb^i who is agauift all diicipline^ ^^S^' 

with 



,d by Google 



N». 35. THE EXAMINER. %os 

with a freflyteriahy who carries it higher than 
the papifts thcmfelves ? Haw could a foctniofi 
^djuil his models to either ? or how covid any 
of thefe cement with a deifly or free-tbinker^ 
when they came to confiilt upon points of 
faith ? Neither woul4 they have agreed better 
in their fyftems of gpTemment ; where fome 
yrould have been for a king under the limita- 
tions of a duke of Femce j others for a dutch 
republick 5 a third party for an ariftocracy j 
srnd moft of all for ibme new fabrick. of their 
own contriving. 

But however, let ifs confider them as a 
party, and under thofe general tenets wherein 
they agreed, and which they publickly own- 
ed, without charging them with any that they 
pretend to deny. Tlien, let us examine t\iofi 
principles of tne torits, which their adverfa- 
ries allow them to profcfs, and do not pre^ 
tend to tax them with any aftions contrary to 
thofe profeiTions : after which let the reader 
judge, from which of thefe two parties a 
prince had moft to fear j and whether her ma- 
jefty did not confider the eafe, the fafety, and 
dignity of her perfon, the fecurity of her 
crown, and the tranfmilllon of monarchy tcT 
• her protcftant fucceflbrs, when /he put her af^* ' 
fairs into the prefent hande. v 

Suppofe the matter were now entire | the 
Queen to make her choice; and,-for that 
*en3, fliould order the principles on both (ides 
to be fairly laid before her. Firft I conceive^, 
the ijuhigs would .grant, that they have natu- 
rally no very great veneration for crowned 
N heads ^ 
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bitfJii that they allpw the peribn of the 
prince may, upon many occafions, be refifted 
Dy arms ; and that they do not condemn the 
war raifed agajnfl king Charles the firft, or 
own it to be a rebellion, although they would 
be thought to blame his murder. They do 
not think the preregati<ve to be yet fufficient- 
ly limited i and have therefore taken care (as 
a particular mark of their veneration for tlbe 
illulhious houfe of Hanovir) to clip it fiill 
clofer againft the next reign 5 which conie- 
quently they would be glad to fee done in the 
prefent : not to mention, that the majority of 
them, if it were put to the vote, would al- 
' low that they prefer a commonwealth befvre 
a monarchy. As to retigion $ their univerial 
vndiQmted maxim is, that it ought to make 
no diftinclion at all smong protfftants ^ and 
in the word protefiatit they include every body 
who is not a papift, and who will, by an 
oath, give fecxtrity to the government. Uni- 
on in difcipline and doctrine, the oiFeniive fin 
of fchifm, the notion of a church and a hi- 
erarchy, they laugh at as foppery, cant, and 
prieftcrafU They fee no neceility at all that 
there fliould be a national faith $ and what 
we ufually call by that name, they only ftyle 
the rAigion of tbe magiftrate \^p'\. Since the 
diflenters and we agree in the main, why 
ihould the diflference of a few fpeculative 
point« or modes of drefs incapacitate them 
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firom ferving their prince and country^ in • 
innfhire when we ou^t to have all hands np 
^[ainft the common enemy ? and whv fhoul4 
they be forced to take the facrament irom our 
tlergy*8 hands, and in our poiture^ or, in^ 
deeOy why compelled to receive it at all^ 
when they take an dnployment ^ich hat. 
tlothing to do with religion f ^ 

Thefe are the notions which moftof that 
party' avow, and wl^ch they do not etidea^^^ 
vour to difguife or fet off with fal& coiaxxn,' 
6r complain of being mifreprefented^ ^bont*' 
1 have here placed them, on purpafe, in the . 
fitme lijBfht, which themfelves do m the very 
apolegief they nuclse for what we aanife thooa 
of; and how inviting; ev^n thefe db6brine* 
areilar ft^ch a monarch. to clofe with, pa our 
law, both ftatute and coiaicnon,' underftandt' 
srkhig of &igiitmi to' be, let others decide. 
But dteniy if tor thefe we ihould add other 
^[mlionf, whidi moft of their' own writers 
)iiftify, and which their onivcrial praAice hatlx 
given a fandion to; thiy are no moit'than 
what a prince mi^ reasonably expeAyias tht 
natoral ooilfequenoe of thofe avowed jxand* 
jiles. For when fuch p erfpns are at the head 
of affiiirs, die low opinion they have of prin- 
ces will certjiflkly'lead them to violate that fe« 
fpe6l: they ou^t to bear \ and, at the fame time, 
tneir own want of duty to their fovemgu i$ 
largely made up; bj exacting greater hib«: 
puSions to tkem^lves from their fellow £ib- 
)c6lsi it being indifputably tcve, that iha 
N a fame 
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iune principle of pride 9nd ambition makes 
m m&n treat his equals with infoiencc, in the 
£irae proportion as he affronts his fuperiors^- 
as both prince and people hieve fufficiently felt 
from the late miniftry^. 

Then, from their conSefTed notions of reli- 

5 ion as above related,- 1 fee no reafon to won- 
cr^ why they countenanced hot only all ibits 
of diflenters, but the ieveral gradations of 

free-.thinkers among us .(all which are openly 
enrolled in their party) ; nor why they ^Krere 
£b Tcry averfe from the pnnefent eftabliihol form 

. of .worihip» which, by prefcribing obedience 
to princes from the topick of confcience, 
would be fure to thwart all their fchem^ of 
innovation. 

One thin^r I might add, as another acknowr. 
ledged maxim in that party, and, in my opi* 
nion, as dangerous to the conftitution as any 
I h»re mentioned ; I mean» that of prefer- 
ring, on all occasions, the manud tntereft be- 
ioT^'iicut landed \ which they were fo far from 
denying, diat they would gravely debate the. 
i«afon£]ene£i and ju^ce of it \ and» at the 
rate they went ofi, m^t, in a little time» 
have found a majority of repretotativcs fitly- 
qualified to lay thofe heavy burdens on the 
x«ft of the nation, w4iic& themfelves would 
not touch with one of their fineers. 

However, to deal impartiuly, there are 
foihe motives, which miffht compel a prince 
under the neceflity of ainirs to deliver hini« 
ftif over to that party. They were Jaid to- 

pofleis 
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Einifelf and the publick^ truft ids perfbn and 
iis afiairt $ and whether it were raflmefs or 
prudence, in her majefty to make thofe 
changes in the minifbry^ which have been fo 
highly extolled by fome, and condemned by 
^£er$. - ' 
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N U M B E R XXXVL 

Thurfday, Apn'l i«, 1711. 

^resj^cies tarn Sffimiles, tria talia tfxia, 
* Una dies didit exitio^ 

T Write this paper for the fake of diffenters, 
*- whom I take to be the moft fpreadine 
bi-anch of the whig partyy that profijfetb 
cbriftianity ; and die only one that feems to 
be zealous for Smy particular fyftem of it i 
the bulk ef thofe we call the kkv-cburch be- 
ing generally indifferent and undetermined in 
that point ; and the otlier fubdivifions having 
not yet taken either the Old or New Tefta- 
ment into their fcheme. By the dijfenters 
therefore it wilt include the fe£ls of anabap- 
tifisy independents^ and others, which have 
been melted down into them fince the reftora- 
tiort. This it% in order to make itfelf na- 
tional, having gone fo far as to raife a rebel- 
lion, murder tneir king, deilroy monarchy 
and the church, was afterwards broken in 
pieces by its own divifions ; which made way. 
for the Icing's return from his exile. However 
the zealous among them did dill entertain 
hopes of recovering the dominion of grace i 
whereof I have read a remarkable pafuge in 
a book publiihed about the year 1661, and 
written by one of they- own fide. As one of 
the regicides was going to his execution, a 
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poflcfs the gre^t bulk of cafli, and confe- 
quently of credit in the ttation j and the 
beads of them had the reputation of prefiding^ 
Over thofe focieties, who have the great di-^ 
region of both J fo that all application for* 
loans to the publick fervice, upon any emer- 
' gency, rouft be made through them } ,and it^ 
niight prove highly dangeroUs to difobliee^ 
th6in,.becaiife, m tliat c&, it was no* to Be 
doiibted, that they would be obftinatd and ' 
malicious, ri^ady to. obftruft all affairs, not 
oTily by fhutting their own t>uifes, but by en- 
deavouring to imk credit f although with foitie 
prefent imaginaiy lof$ to theraifelves, only to 
fhew it was a creatutco€\ their own. 

From this, fum^iiry oi\^ig principles and 
difpofitions ^ imdi' what a prince may rea- 
fonably fear and ho{)e from that party. Let 
us now very briefly cottiider tlie doctrines of 
the torieSy which theit. adverfaries will not 
diipute. Ais they'j)rcftr a well-regulated mo- * 
nai'chy before all other Forms of government, 
io they think it next to irtjipoflible to alter that 
inftitution here. Without i&yolving our whole ' 
iiland in blood and dffolation. They be- 
lieve, that the prerogative of a fovereiga 
ought at leail: to be held as facred and invio- 
lame as the rights of His people ; if only for 
thistcafcrrt, btcaufe •withowjt a due ftiare of • 
power he will not be able to prote6l theqi." 
They think, >that, Ky many known- laws of 
this realm,* bpth'ftatute apd common, nei- 
thei* the . perfon nor lawful authority oF the 
princi ought, ypcto afiy prietenc^ ^hatfoever,- * 
' '" N a to. 
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tp be reiiftcd or difob'eyed. Their fcntimcntsV 
in relation to the church, are known enough; 
and[ will not be controv^rtf d, being jiift the 
reverie to what I have delivered as the doc- 
trine and praftice of the 'wb^f upon tJxat ar- 
ticle. '/.'■'. 

^ut here I muft likewise deal inipartxally 
too } and add one principle as a charafierii* 
tick of the toriess which oath much difcour- 
sged fome princes from making ufe of. thenl 
in affairs. Give the tvbi^s b^utjpowqr enough 
to infult their fovereign, epgrou tl$ favours' 
to themfelves, and to opprefs and plunder 
their fellow-fubjefts J they pi'efently grow 
into good humour and good language towards' 
the crown 5 profefs they will ftandljy it with 
thcjj lives and fortune(i5 ; and. whatever rude- 
nefles they may be guilty of in private, yet 
they affure the world that' there never was fa 
gracious a monarclu . But to the fbame of the' 
torUs it muft be confeflcd,; that nothing of all 
this hath been ever obferyed in them ^ in or 
out of favour, you fee no alteration,^ farther 
than a little ckearfulnefs or dbud in their^ 
countenances : the higheft employments can' 
add nothing to their loyalty j but their be-' 
haviour to their prince, as well as their cx- 
prei]^ous cf love a'nd duty, are, in all condi- 
tions, exaftly the fame. 

Having' thus impartially ftated. the avowed 
principle oi^twhig and torj^ j let^ the reader 
determine^ as he^pleafbth,' to. which of theie 
two a wife prince' may, with moft fdfetv to 
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friend aflced him, nvbetber he thought the caii{« , 
luould re<vi*ve ? He anfwered, the Q,2ca{t is in . 
the bofom of Chrift } and.asfure as Cbrift rofe 
from the lUady Jo jure nviil the caufe| re'vi've . 
aifo^ And therefore the nonconform^ s were* 
firiaiy watched, and reftiain'd by penal 
laws, during the reign of king Charles tlie 
•Tecond $ the court and kingdom looking on 
them aa Tifadion ready to join in any deiign 
s^inft the . government, in church or ftate. 
And furely this was reaibnable enough, while 
fo m^y continued alive who had voted, and . 
fought, and preached againft both, and p;ave 
no proof that they had changed their princi- 
ples. TYit ntnconformflt were then exa^lly * 
uoon the fame foot with our nonjurors now, 
y^^m we double tax, forbid their conventi- 
cles, and keep under hatches, without think- 
iDg ourfelves po^ffed with a perfecuting fpi- 
rit ; becBuie we know they want nothing but ^ 
the power to ruin us. ' This, in my opinion^ 
ihoiild altogether illence the dijfeuters com* 
plaints of perfecution under, king Charles tlie 
iecond i or make them ihew us wherein they. 
diiFered at that time)* from what our jaeobites 
arenow. 

- Their inclinations to the- church were fooa 
dtfcovered, when king Jantes the fecond fuc- 
cceded to the crowti, with whom they qnsmir - 
movfly joined in its ruin, to revenge them- - 
felves for that reftraint, they had moft juftly 
fvfl[ered in the foregoing reigp, not from the. 
pferfecuting. temper of the clergy, as their, cla* 
, ]B€iHrs wpyld fugjgeft, but tl^ prudence ^nd 
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catition of the legiilatiire. The fame incia). 
gence againft law was made ufe of hy thena 
and the papifts $ and they amicably employed 
their power> as in defence oi^ one common in'« 
tcreft. 

But the revolution happening fbon zfter 
ferved to wafli away the memory of the rebel* 
lion \ upon which the run againft j^^ wa*, 
2K> doubt, as juft and feafonable, as that of 
fioMticiftn after the reftoration \ and the dread 

• 'of popery being then our iateft danger, and 
confequently the moft frefli upon our fpirits, 
all mouths were open againft that \ the tiifi 
feuteri were rewarded with an indulgence by 
latWj the rebellion and king's murder were 
now no longer a reproach \ the former was 
cmly a civil war, and whoever durft call it a 
reheUUm was a jacobhe ^nA friend to France m 
This was the more uncxped^ed, becatUe the 
revolution bein^ wholly brought about by ih6 
cburcb of ]^ngland hands, they hoped one 
good coniequence of it would be the relieving^ 
U)» from the erictoachments of difenteri^ a* 

I ^11 as thofe ofpapiftsi fince both -had equals 
iyconfcdjerated towards- our -ruin: and there* 
fore, when the crown was new fettled, it-wa« 
hoped at leaft, that die reft of the conftitution' 
would be reftored. But' this affair took a 
i^ry different thm > the diffnterp had juft 
made a ihift to fave a tide, and join with the 
prince of Orange, when they found ail wa» 
defoerate with their prattler king ymuet j 
and, obfervitig a party then forming againft 
the old pnnctplee in church and ftate, under . 
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^tke name of wisgs and Iqw-churchmeft, they 
lifted themfelves of it, where they have ever 
fince continued. 

It iS} therefore, upon the foot they now are^ 
that I would apply myielf to them> and de- 
fire they would condder the different circum- 
ftances at prefent, from what they were un- 
der^ when they began their deiigns againft tho 
church and monarchy about feventy years ago*' 
At that jun^lure they made up tJie body of 
the party $ and whotoever joined with them 
from principles of revenge, difcontent, am* 
bttion, or lore of change, were all forced to 
iheher under their denomination $ united 
heartily in the pretences of a further and 
purer reformation in religion, and of advanc* 
uig the gnat *wark (as the cant was then) 
that Geawas about to do in thefe nations \ re- 
ceived the fyftems of do6lrine and diicipline 
prefcribed by the Scots^ and readily took the 
covfnant ; fo that there appeared no divifi«n 
among them, till after the common enemy 
waa fub4ued. 

But now their cafe is quite otherwife ; and 
I can hardly think it worth being of a party, 
upon the terms they have been received of 
late years. For, fuppoie the whole faSvm 
ihould at length fucceed in ^eir defi^n of de- ^ 
ftroying the church ; aie they £q weak to ima- ' 
gine, that the. new modelling of religion 
would be put into their hands \. Would Uieir 
brethren, the kw-cburchmen and fra-tbink* 
trSf fubmit to tlieir difcipHne^ their ^«9<^j, or 
5 th^ir 
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• their claffes ; and divide the lands of biihops, 
or deans and chapters-, smon^ theiii ? How 
can they help obfei-ving,. that their allies^ i»- 

• ilead of pretending more fanflity than other 
men, are fome of them for levelling all reli- 
gion 5 and the reft for aboHfliing it ? Is it 
iiot manifeft, that they liave been treated by 

' their ciwifederates exa6lly after the fame man- 
ner a« they wert by king James the ieconcl j 
made inftrtiments to ruin the church 5 not for 
-their own fakes, but under a pretended pro- 
' fe6l of univerial freedom in opinion to ad- 
vance the dark designs of thofe who .employ ' 
' them } For, excepting the oHtmenatchical 
frincipley and a, few falfe notions about Uber- 
•/y, I fee but little agreemetit betwixt thettii 
and even in thefe, I believe, it would be im- 
pofliWe to contrive a fi'ame of government 
that would pleafe them all, if they had' it now 
in their power to try. But howcvei-, to be 
fure, tht prejhyterian inftitutton would never 
obtain. For fuppofe they fliould, in imita- 
tion of their predeceflbrs, propofe to have no 
•king but our Saviour Christ 5 the whole 
clan of Jree-tbinkers would immediately ob- 
'^eft and refufe his authority. Neither would 
•their lotv-church brethren ufe them better, 
as well knowing what enemies they arc to 
that do^h'hie of unlimited toleration, wheind- 
"Cver they are fuffered to prefide. So that upon 
' the whole I do not fee, as their prcfeht cir- 
cumftances ftand, where the dtffenters can 
find better quarter than from the church «f 

4 Befidesj- 
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BcHdes, I leave it to their confideration, 
whether, with all their zeal agatnft the church, 
they ought not to fliew a little decency; and 
how far it confifts with tbbir reputation to a£t 
tn concert with fuch confederates. It was 
reckoned a very infamous proceeding in the 
prefent ma/ cbriflian king to afljft the Turk 
againft the empiror: policy and reafons of 
ft ate were not allowed fuflicient excufes for 
taking part with an infid4 again ft a bejUever* 
It is one of the dijenters quarrels againft 
the church, that fhe is not enough reformed 
ifrom popery : yet they boldly entered into 
'a league with papifts and a popift) prince to 
dcftroy her. ^ They profefs much fanftity, 
and objed); againft the wicked lives of fome 
of our members-; yet they have been long, 
and ftiil continue, in ftri& combination with 
Uhertines and atbeifis to contrive our ruin. • 
"What if the Je^ws fliould multiply, and be- 
come a formidable party among us ? Would 
the d'^emters join in alliance with them like- 
wile, becauie tliey agree already in fome ge- 
neral principles, and becaufe tae Jrws are 
allowed to be ^ fiiff-necked ahd rebelUou$ 
fttfpU? '-■ 

It is the part of wife men to coaceal their 
pailions, when they are not in circumftances 
of exerting them to purpole : The arts of get- 
ting power, and preferving indulgence, are 
irery different. For the former, the reafon- 
able hopM of the dijfentirs. feem to be at an 
end ; their comrades, the nvbigs, and free^ 
thinkirti are jaft in a condition proper to be 
' Vol. yill. p forlkkcnj 
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forfaken ; and the parliamtnt, as w<Il as the 
body of the people, will be deluded no long- 
er. BefideSy it ibmetimes happens for a.caufe 
to be exhaufted and worn out, as that of the 
*whigs in general feems at prefent to be : the 
nation had felt enough of it. It is as vain to 
hope reftoring that decayed intereft, as for a 
maw of iixty to talk of enteiing on a ne^ 
fcene of life, that is only proper for youth 
and vigour. New circumftances and new men 
muft ariie, as well as new occafions, which 
arc not like to happen in our tinae. So that 
the dijfenters have no game left at prefent, 

' but to fecure their indulgena i in order to 
which^ I will be fo bold to offer tliem ibmc 
advice. 

Ftrjif That, until fome late proceedings 
are a little forgot, they would take care not 
to provoke, by any violence of tongue or 
pen, fo great a majority as there is now a- 
g^inft them 5 nor keep up any longer that 
. combination with their broken allies i but 
difperfe themfelves, and lie dormant againft 
fome better opportunity. * 1 have fhewn thej 
could have ^t no advantage, if the late par- 
ty had prevailed ; and they will certainly lofe 
none by • its fall, unlefs through their own 
fault. They pretend a mighty veneration for 

. the Queen 5 let them give proof of it by 
quitting the mined intereft of tliofe who have 
nfedhcr fo ill 5 and by a due^fefpe6V to the 
perfons fhe is pleafed to truft at prefent with. 
her affairs. When they can no longer hope 
to govcni, when ftruggling can do them no 
f good, 
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goody and majr poffibly hurt them j what is 
lefty but to be filent and paiTive f 

SeccnMy, Although there be no law (be- 
fides that of God almighty) againft occajwnal 
conformity^ it would be pnidence in the dif- 
fenters to ufe it as tenderly as they can : for, 
beiides the infamous hypocrify of the thing 
itfelf, too frequent practice would perhaps 
make a remedy neceflary. And after all they 
have faid to juftify themfelves in this point, 
it ftill continues hard to conceive, how thofe 
confciences can pretend to be fci-upulouiS, up- 
on which an employment hath more power 
than the love of unity. 

In the laft place, I am humbly of opinion, 
that the dijfenters would do well to drop that 
Uffon they have learned from their dire6lors, 
of aflfe^ting to be, under horrible apprehenfi- 
ons, that the tories are in the intereft of the 
fretendeTy and would be ready to embrace the 
iirft opportunity of inviting him over. It is 
with the worft grace in the world that they of- 
fer to join in die cry upon this article : as if 
thofe, who alone flood in th^ gap againfl all 
the encroachments of popery and arbitraty 
ponver, are not more likelv to keep out both 
tlian a fett of fchifinaUcks, who, to gratify 
their ambition and revenge, did, by the mean* 
eft compliances, encoura|;e and fpirit up that 
unfortunate prince to fallnpon fuch meafures, 
9s muft at laft have ended m the ruin of our 
liberty and religion. 

O % P. S. 
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F, S, I wifli tliofe, who give themfelves th* 
tronble to write to the ExamtHery wo«ild 
confider what they fend be proper for Aick 
a paper to take notice of. I had one letter 
la|l week, written, a« I fuppofe, by a di« 
vine, to defire I would offer fomr nafi>m 
againil a bill now before the parliament £or 
nfcertaimng the tythe of bops 5 from whicK 
tlve writer apprel^nds great dama^ to the 
clergy, efpccially the poorer tncan, Jt 
it be as he fays (and he i'eems ^o ar^e very 
reafonably upon it) the cQn<Mcation ncmr 
fitting will, no doubt, upon due applicati- 
on, I'epreient the matter to the houle o£ 
commons , and he may exped all juftice 
and favour from that great Mdy^ who have 
already appealed fo tender of their rtgblr» ^ 

A gentleman likewife, who hath fent me 
feveral letters relating to perfonal hanl(Kip« 
be received from fome of the late miiiii&ry^ 
is advifed to publiih a nanative of them* 
tbey^eiiig too large, and not proper For 
this paper. 
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• NUMBER. XXXVIL 

ThurfHay, April ijf^ 17 ii. 

Sanpir tmfae enjenHruTn magis movent quam 
iffa eventa. 

T AM )?lad to obftrrc that (everal, among 
* the <wbigs, have begun very much to change 
their language of late. The ftylc is now, a- 
inong the reafonable part of them, when they 
meet a man in bufinefs, or a member of par- 
lisanent ; Wett, gentlemen^ If y$u ge on as you 
hipve hitherto done^ tve JhaU no longer have 
'4ttef pretence to complain. They find, it feems, 
that there have been yet no overtures made to 
bring in the pretender, nor any preparatory 
fteps towards it. They read no enflaving 
▼oted) nor bilh brought in to endanger the 
Ibbje^, ^ The indulgence to fcrupulous con- 
Iciences is again confirmed from the throne, 
inviolably prcfervcd, and not the leait whif- 
per offered that may affe£l it. All care is ta- 
ken to fupport the war; fupplies chearfuMy 
granted, and funds readily mblcribed to, in 
fpite of the little arts made ufe of to difcredit 
them. The jiifturefentments of fome, which 
are laudable in themfelves, and which, at 
another jun^ure, it might be proper to give 
^wy to, have been foftened or diverted by 
the csdmnefs of others. So that, upon the 
article of prefent management, I do not fee 
O 3 how 
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how any o^je6lion of weight can well be 

raifed. 

Hoyrcvcr our advcrfaries ftiU allcdge, tkat 
this great fuccefs was wholly unexpe&d, and 
out of all probable view : that, in publick 
afiairsy we onght, leaf): of ali others, to judge 
by events : tl^at the attempt of changing a 
miniftry, during the difiiculties of a long war» 
was ram and inconfkierate : that if the (^E£]i 

• were difpofed, by her inclinations, or from 
any perfonal diflike, for fuch a change, it 
might have been done with more fafety in a 
time of peace ; that if it had mifcarried by 
any of thoib incidents, which, in all appear- 
ance, might have intervened, the coniequea* 
ces would, perhaps, have ruined the who)e 
confederacy : and therefore, however it hadi 
now fucceeded, the eicperiment was too dax^ 
ge^rous to try. 

But this is what we can by ho means allow 
them. We never will acunit raihnefs or 

. chance to have produced all this harmoi^y and 
prder. It is vi/ible to the wc^ld, that the fe- 
veral fteps towards this change were ilow)y 
taken, and with the utrooft caution. Tbie 
mon/in obferved as they went- on, hoixr mat- 

. ters would bear \ and advanced no farther at 
firft, than fo as they might be able to ftop or 
ep back| if clrcMmnances Arere not mature. 
Things were grown to. fucna heiffhth, that it 
was no longer the queftion, wheuer a perfoiiy 
wljo aimed at an employment, were a tubi^ 
!pr tory j much lefs whether he hail inept* or 
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proper abilities, for ,what he pretended to : 
he muft owe his preferment only to the fa- 
voiirites $ and the crown was fo far from no^ 
minatingy that they would not allow it a tie- 
gati*ve. This the Queen was refolved.no 
longer to €nduj|je 5 aim began to break into 
their prefcr^tion by beftowing one or two 
places of confequenee without confulting her 
epbori, after tliey had fixed them for otliers^ 
and concluded, as ufnal, that all their bufi- 
aefs was to fignify their pleafure to her ma- 
jefty. But although the perfons the Queen 
had chofen were fuch, as no obje^lion could 
well be raifed againft upon the icorc of party, 
yet the oligarchy took the alarm j their fove- 
mgn authority waa, it feems, called in quef- 
tion s they grew into anger and difcontent, 
as if their undoubted rights were violated. 
All former obligations to their fbvereign now 
became cancelled ; and tliey put themfelves 
upon the foot oi people, who are hardly ufed 
after the moil; emment fervkes. 
• Ibplieve aij men, who know any thing in 
politicks, yfii\ agree, that a prince thus treat- 
ed by thofe he hathmoft confided in, aiKi 
perpetually loaded with his favours, ought to 
extricate himfelf as foon as poiTil^e j and is 
then only blameable in his choice of time, 
^hen he defers one minute after it is \t^ his 
power { becaufe; from the monftrous en- 
craachmcBts of exoititant avarice and ambi- 
tion., he cannot tell how long it may continut 
to Le fo. And it will be found, upon en- 
^uii ing into hiftory, that moit of thofe prin- 
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ceSy who have been ruined hf favourites, 
have owed their misfbrtune^to the negle^ of 
earlier remedies ; deferring to ftruggle, untit 
they were quite funk. 

The *wk^s are every day cui'fing the ungo- 
vernable rage, the haughty pride, and infati'' 
able covetoufnefs of a cfrtain ferfoHy as the 
caufe of their fall ; and are apt to tell their 
thoughts, diat out Mg^ r€m&«Mii might have 
fet all things right. Sut die interefts of that 
Jingle perfou were found, upon experience, fo 
complicated and woven with the reft by lo<vef 
by Aov/, hj marriage^ by alkaficif, that they, 
would rather confound heaveniuid earth, than 
diifolve fuch an union. 

I have always heard and underftood, that 
a king of Ei^land, jpoflefled of his peoplet 
heaits, at the head ot a free parliament} and 
in full agreement with a great majority, made 
the true figure in the world that foch a mo*' 
itarch ought to do $ and purfued the real in- 
tereft of himfelf and his kingdom. Will 
they allow her majefty to be in thofe circum- 
Sances at prefent ? And was it not plain, by 
tiie addrelles fent from all parts of the iiland, 
and by the vifible di^oiition of the people^ 
that fuch a parliament would undoubtedly be 
chofen ? Andfo it proved, without the court*s 
iiiing any arts to influence ele6lions. 

What people then are theie in a coiner, to 

.> whom the conftitution muft truckle ? If the 

whole nation's credit cannot fupply funds 

for the war, without humble applications 

from the entire legiflature to a few rttmkr* 

e£ 
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of montjy ith high time we fliould iiie for a 
peace* What new maximB are the(e, which 
neither we nor our forefather* ever heard of 
iiefbt«« and which no wife inftimtion would 
erer allow? Muft owr iavw from hencefor- 
ward pafs the Sattk and Ea/f India company^ 
or have their r^^ ajfent before ttey are in 
force ? 

To "hear fome of thefe worthy reafoner^ 
talking of credit^ that (he is To nice, fo 
iqneamifli) ib capricious, you would think 
they were dercribing a lady troubled with va- 
pours or the cbofick to be removed only by a 
€curfe ff fuU or fwatto^nng a buUet, By 
the narrowneft of their thoughts one would 
imagine* they conceived the world to be nor 
wider than Bxcbange allty. -It is probable 
ihrf may have fuch a iickly dame among 
them; and it is vi^ll if (he hath no worie 
difeafes, confidering what hands (he pafTes' 
dirough. But the natknal credit is of ano- 
'^ther complexion ^ of found health, and aif 
even temper j her life and exi(tence being at 
qninte^ence drawn fro»-tlie vitals of "th€' 
whole kingdom : and we find thefe fmn^ Z^- 
hiicumsy after all tbetr noife, to be of thif 
fame opinion fey ihfe court they paid her/ 
when (he lately appealed to.them iti the fornrf 
of a httiry. 

Aft to that roiglity ttttft in politicks they 

dvai^ upon- the Q2Bfi>i, for changing her 

inihiftry m the heighth of a war, I fuppofe 

it is only looked upon as an error under a 

® i ^hig^fl ^ 
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ijobiggiflj adpdniftraii^H \ otherviriie the lat^ 
)cing had much to. anfwer for, who did it 
pretty frequently. And it is well known* 
that the late miniftry <A famous memory was 
brought in dunng the prefent war ; only with 
this circumftance, that two or three of the 
chief did firft f:hanee their own principles, and 
then took in fuitable companions. 

But however, I fee no reafon why the to^ 
ries fhould not valye their \^iJdom by events^ 
as well as the iviigs, Notliing was ever > 
thought a more precipitate, rafii^ounfel than 
that of altering the coin at the juncture it was 
done 5 yet the prudence of the undertaking 
was fumciently juflified by the fucccfs. Per- 
haps it will be faid, that tlie attempt was ne-« 
eenary, becaufe the whoIS fpecies of money 
was lb grievoufly clipped and counterftit: 
and is not her majefty's authority as facred a« 
her coin ? And hath not that been moft fcan*- 
daloufly clipped and mangled, and often 
counterfeited too ? 

It is another grievous complaint of th« 
nvhigs^ that their Iflie friends, and the whole 
paity are treated with abundance of feverity 
m print, and in paiticular by the Examiner, 
They think it hard, that, when they arc 
wholly deprived of power, hated by the peo- 
ple, and out of all hope of re-cftabliihing 
themfelves, their infirmities fliould be fo bf- 
tei^i difplayed, in order to render them yet 
more odious to mankind. This is what they 
employ their writers to fct forth in their pa* 
pers of the week \ and it is humourous 

enough 
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enough to obfcrve one page taken up in rail- 
ihg at the Examiner for his inveftives againft ■ 
a difcarded miniftry, and the other fide filled 
with the falfeft and vileft abufes againft thol'e 
who are now in the higheft powei- and credit 
with their fovereign, and whofe leaft bi^ath 
would fcatter them into filence and obfcurity. 
However, although I have often wondered to 
fee fo much licentioufnefs taken and connived 
at, and am fure it would hot be fuflfiered in 
any other country- of Chriftendom $ yet I ne- 
ver once invoked the afliftance of the gaol or 
pillory^ which, upon the leaft provocation^ 
was the ufual ftyle during their tyranny. 
' There hath not puffed a week thefe twenty 
years wkhout fomc malicious paper fcattered- 
m every coffee-houre by the emiilaries of that 
party, whether it were do'wn ov up, I be- 
lieve they will not pretend to objeft the fame 
thing to us : nor do I remember any conftant 
weekly paper with reflexions on the late, mi- 
niftry or junto. They have many weak de- 
fbncelefs parts 5 they have not been ufed to a 
regular attack, and therefore it is that they 
are fo ill able to endure one, when it comes 
to be their turn. So that they complain moie 
of a few month's truths from us, than we did 
of all tlieir lies, and maljte for twice as many 
years. 

I cannbt forbear obfervinjr, upon this oc- 
cafion, that thofe worthy authoi-s I am fpeak- 
ing of, feem to me not fairly to reprefent the 
fentiments of their party 5 who, in difputing 
vvith USf do generally give up fcveral of tb^ 
O (» late 
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late miniftiy, and freely own manv of their 
filings. They confefs the monftrous debf 
upon the na*iy to have been caufed by moft 
fcandalous mifmanagement $ they allow the 
infolence oi fome^ an^ the awarice of ubers^ 
t» have been infuppoitable :• but diefe gentle* 
men are'moft libei^al of their praifes to thofe 
peribnsy aiid upon tlio& very articles, where 
tiieir wifeft friends give up the point. They 
gnvely tell us, that fucb a mte was the moit 
Faithful fenrant ^at ever any prince had^ 
iSMther the moft dutiful x a thirdy the molt 
eenerous ; % fourth^ of the greateft integrity $ 
\Q that I look ' upon tfaefe champioiis i-ather 
«8 retained by a eabtd than a party | which 
I defiie the reafonable men among tbem^ 
woold pleaie to con^derv * 
/ 
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NUMBER XXXVIII. 

ThuHday, April »^, I7^i» 

Indigmim eftin ea chntate, quai hgibus con-^ 
tinetjtTy di/cidi 41 Ugibus. 

T Have been oiten coniidering how it comes 
-** to pafs, thit the dexterity of maukuid in 
«vii ihotild always outgrow not only the pru- 
dence and caution o( private perfonsi but the 
continual expedience of the wifei^ laws con^ 
€nved to prevent t^ I cannot ima^ne a knave* 
to pnofTefs a greater ihare of natural wit «r 
genius, than an boneft man. I have known 
-Oery notable iliarpers at play, who> upon M 
occafions, were as great dunces as human 
Ikape can well allow j and, I believe, die 
ikme might be oliferved ssiong the other 
knots of thieves and pick-pockets about thi» 
•town. The proportion, however, is certain-^ 
ly true, and to be confirmed by an hundred 
^inftances. Afcrivenei*, an attorney, aftock- 
jobber, and many other nUiUtrs of frauds 
ihall not only be able to over-reach others 
nmch wjfef than tberafdives, but find oot 
new inventions to dude the foree of any law 
made againft them. I fuppofe the reaibn of 
l4iis may be, that as the aggrdTor is faid tO" 
iave generally the advantage of the defenderr 
fo the makers of the law, which is to defend 
#«r rights, have uAiaJly not A^iBuofeiadu^b^ 

OS 
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or vigour as thofe, whofe intereft leads them 
to attack it. Befides, it rarely happens that 
nicn aie rewarded by the publick for tlieir 
juftice and virtue j neithex: do thbfe, who acfc 
upon fuch principles, cxpeft any recompence 
until the next world ; whereas fraud, where 
it fucceeds, gives pr^fent pay $ and this is al- 
lowed the greateft fpur imaginable both to 
labour and invention. Where a law is made 
tp ftop fome grofnring^evil, the wits of thofe, 
whofe intereft it is to break it with fecrecy 
or impunity, are 'inunediately at work i and 
even among thofe who pretend to fairer cha- 
rapiers, many would gladly fiod means to 
avoid what they would not be thought to vio- 
lajte. Th^y defirp to reap the advantage, if 
po0ible, >7ithput the (hame, or at leaft with- 
out the danger. This art is what I take that 
4exti;ous race of men, fprung up foon after 
the revolution, to have ftudied with g^-eac 
application ever iince; ai%d to have airived 
at great perfe^ion in. According to the 
doctrine of fome romijb cafuifts, they.have^i 
found out qua^ prope ad peccatum fine pec- 
cato poffint atcedere \ they can tell hqw to go 
within an inch of an impeachment, and yet 
come back untouched. They know >yhat 
degree of conuption will juft foifeit an em- 
ployment, and whether the bribe you receive 
be fufficicnt to fet you right, and put fome- 
thing in your po<:ket befides : how much to. 
a penny, you may fafely cheat the QuEEN» 
^hethei* /o^ty, fifty, qr fi|:ty per cent, ac- 
cording to th? ilatign ypv ^e in, and th^q 

diipofi- 
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difpofitions of the perfons ia office below and 
above you. ■ They hare computed the price 
yon may fecurely take or give for a place, 
or wiiat' part of the falary you ought to re* 
fenrc : they cap difcreetly diftribute five hun- 
dred pounds in a fmall borough without any 
danger from the ftat^tes againft bribing elec- 
tions. They can manage a bargain for an 
office by a third, fourth, or fifth h^nd $ fo 
that you ihall not know whom to accufe : 
they can win a tlioufand guineas at play in 
^ight of the dice, and fend away the lofer 
iatisfied. They can pafs the mdk exorbitant 
accounts, over-pay the creditor with half his 
demands, and unk the reft. - 

It would be endlefs to relate, or rather, 
indeed, impoffible to difcover, the feveral 
arts, which curious men have found ojit toi 
ertrich therafelves by defrauding the publick 
in defiance of the law. The. military men, 
both by fea and land, have equally cultivated 
this mod ufeful fcience : neither hath it been 
altogetlier negle&ed by the other fex; of 
virhich, on the contrary, I could produce an 
inihmce, that would make ours blufh to be 
£0 far out-done. 

Beiides, to confefs the truth, our laws' 
themfelves are extremely defeftive in many 
articles, which I take to be one, ill e^e£l of 
our beft pofTeffion, liberty. Smne years .aga 
the ambaffador of a great prince was aiTefted, 
and outrages committed on his perfon in om 
ftreets, without any poffibility of. redrefs 
from if^ejfmn/fir*ball^ or the prerogative of 

the 
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' the fovcretga ; and the le^ilatvne vras forced 
to provi^ a remedy agaiiift tke like evii ttk 
times to come. A oommifiiofier of tbe 
ftampM paper was lately difeovered to Ihlvc 
notorionily cheated the/pidblick of great ftttns 
for many years, by couoterfating the ftanops^ 
^ich the law had made capital : imt the ag- 
gravation of his crime jHt>ved to he tb^ caisie 
Siat Caved his li£e; and that additioDal 
heightening circumftnnoe of betraying fait 
tnxk was fotmd to be a legal defence. I am 
afluicd, that the notorious cheat of the 
brewers at Fartfimutb^ detefbd abovit two 
months ago in parliament, cannot^ by any 
law now in force, he tmnifiied in any degree 
eqnal to the ffuilt and infamy of it. Ntyy 
what is aittioft incredible, had Cm/card [^q\ 
fiurviied his dcteibble attempt vpon ^/ix, 
HmrUy^s /perfbn, all the iniaming drcum- 
Ranees of the izB. woaid not have Jfufficed, 
iM the opinion of many lawyers, to hare 
ponilhed him with death ^ and the publick 
muft have lain under tiiis Jikmma, either ta 
condemn him by q law £x pofi fa^o (which 
would have been of dangerous confequence, 
and from an ignominious precedent) or un- 
dergo the mortification to lee tbe greateft vil- 
lain upon earth escape unptmiihed, to tlic ia« 
finite triumph and deiigiit of popery 2Adfae^ 
tim. Eirt even this is not to be wondeixd at« 
when we coafider, that of all the infi>lencef 
offered to the QusSN fmce the ^St of indem* 

[f ] He 4ied ef the wou&ds he meir ed^ 
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hity (at Icaft that ever came to my cart) I 
can hardly inftance above two or three, which, 
by the letter of' the law^ c«uld amount to 
high-treafon. 

From thefe defe6b in our laws, and thfc 
vinmi of fbme dffcrotionary power, fafelv 
lod^ed^ to exert upon ^ergencies ^ as weU 
IM f rom the great acquirements of abie men 
to elude the penalties of thole laws they 
break| it is no wonder that the injuries done 
to the publick are fo feldom redrdfed. But 
beiides, no indtTiduai fuiiers by any wrong 
he doth to tlve commonwealth, in proportton 
to the advantage he gains by doing it. There 
are feven or eight millions, who contribute 
to the lofs, while the whole gain is funk 
among a Few* The daitiage fuffered by the 
liublick is not fo immediately or heavily- felt 
by particular perlbns $ and t4ie zeal of pro- 
fectttions is «pt to dn^p and be loft among 
numbers^ 

But imagine a fett of politicians for many 
years at the head of aflfairs, the game vifibly 
their own, smd by coniequence ailing widr 
great fecuritjr $ may not Aefe be, ibmetimes 
tempted to forget their caution by length of 
time,^ by excefs of avarice and ambition, by 
the infolence or violence of their nat^re, or 
perhaps by a mere contempt for their adver- 
iaries? May not fuch motives as thefe put 
them often upon anions dire6ily again ft. the 
law, fuch as no evafions can be found for, 
and which will lay them fully open to the 
t^engfiance of a prevailiivg intereil, whenever 

they 
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they are out of power ?' It is anfwered in the 
affirmative. And here we cannot refrife the 
late miniftry their due pralfes ; who, fore- < 
feeing a ftorm, provided for their own fafety 
by two admirable expedients, by which with 
great prudence they have efcaped the punifh- 
ments due to pernicious counfels and corrupt 
management. The firft was to procure, un- 
der pretences hardly fpecious, a general aSt 
of indemnity, which cuts off all impeach- 
ments. The fecond was yet more refined s 
fuppofe, for inftance, a counfel is to be pur- 
foed, which is neceffary to carry on the datii- 
gcrous defies of a prerailing party, to pre- 
fcrve them in power, to gratify the unmea- 
forable appetites of a few leaders civil and 
military, although by hazarding the ruin of 
the whole nation : this couhfeT, defperate in 
itr^lf, unprecedented in it<s nature, they pro- 
cure a majority to form into an addrefs, 
which makes it look like the fenfe of th# nar 
tion. . Under that (belter they cany on theh 
work, and lie fecui^ againft after reckon- 
ings. 

I muft be fo free to tell my meaning in 
this \ that, among other things, I underftand 
it of the addwfs made to the Quebn about 
three yeai's ago, to defire that her majefty 
would not confent to a peace, without the 
entire reftitution of Spain, A proceeding 
which, to ]»eople abroad, muft look like the 
higlieft ftrain of temerity, folly, and gafco- 
nade. But we at home, who allow the pro- 
moters of that advice to be no fools, can 

caliij^ 
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it9&j copifMrehcnd the depth and myftcry of 
itm Thiey were %flured hy this means to pis 
down tlw f«rar upon us ; confequently to en- 
creaTe their own power and wealth, and mul- 
tiply dtiHculdes on llie Quskn and kingdom, 
until they bad fixecj their party too firmly to 
be fiiaken» whenever they ikould find tbem< 
ielares difpoied to reverfe their addrefs, and 
give us leave to wiih for a peace. 

If any man entertains a more favourable 
^qnnion of this monftrous ftep in politicks, I 
. would a(k him, what we muft do in cafe we 
.£nd it impoiTible to recover Spain? Thofe 
among the 'wbigSf who believe a God, will 
confefs that, the events of war lie in his Irands , 
. sffid the reft of them, who acknowledge no 
iach power, will allow, that fortune hath too 
. gr^t a (bare in the good or ill fuccefs of mi- 
litary a^ons tp let a wife man reafon upon 
ihcsoi, as if they were entirely in his power, 
if Providence fliall think fit to refufe fuccefs 
Id our arms ; with how ill a grace, with what 
Ibame and confiifion, (ball we be obliged to 
lecant that precipitate addrefs, unlefs the 
world will be fo charitable to confider, that 
parliaments among us differ as much as 
princes \ and that, by the fatal conjunction 
of manjr unhappy eircumftances, it is veiy 
Hofiible for our iiland to be reprefented fome- 
times by thofe, who have the leaft preten- 
fions ? $0 little tntth or juftice there is in 
wbat fome prttend to advance, that the ac- 
tions of former fenates ought always tp be 
treated with refpeA by the iattei' $ tnat thofe 

aiTemblicft 
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aflemblie* are ail eqtiall5r rtnerMt, anllf^ 
one to l>e pt-efcrred i)efoi« another : by whick 
targument the paiiiament that begaii tkt re- 
lieliion againft king Clutrhi I. Tote«l hit eial, 
and appointed fat murckrers, ooght t» tie m- 
nemfcNered with:i*efpeft. 

But to return from l^is digteflion « It is 
ireiy plain, that, conliderii^ the defedi^^etids 
of our laws, the vaitcty c^ cafes, the weak- 
nefs of the prerogatrre, the power or the ttm- 
Dtng of ili-defigning nieii, it is poflibfe^that 
many great abuics may l^e vifibly commitied, 
if^hich cannot be kgatty tfuniihed; <fpectafiy 
if we add to this, that fome enqniriec m^gtit 
probably involve thofe, whom, upon o£er 
accounts, it is not thought canvenfent to diA 
ttirb. Therefore it is very fAlfe realbtungy 
«fpeciaily^in the management of pcAilick v-^ 
faii-ft, to argve that roeit- are innocent, be- 
caufe the law hath not pronounotd them 
guilty^ 

I am apt to think it was to ftipply fscli de- 
€^^% as thefe, that fatire was €r{t intro^oed 
into the world ^ whereby thofe, whotn neither 
religion, nor natural virtue^ tior ^rar of 
}>untfiiment were abk to keep wi<hiit the 
bounds of their duty, might be withheld by 
thefhame of having their crimes >xpoM to 
open view in the ftrongeft colours, and tbem- 
felves rendered odious to mankind^ Perhaps 
all this may be little regarded by fuch haixkn- 
cd and abandoned natures as I have to deal 
with } but next to tatoing or binding a ia- 
Va^ne anxmalj the befi |erri(e you caa do the 
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Bfighbourhood is to give them warning cither 
to arm thexnielves or not come in its way. 

Could I bave hoped fc^ any figns of re* 
_inorfe ft-om the leaders of that faftion, { 
^oald very gladly ha^e changed my ftyle, 
and forgot, or paffed by » their million of enor- 
jnkies. But they aie every day more fond 
•f djicovering their impotent zeal and ma- 
jice : witnefs their condud in the city about 
2 fortnight ago, which had no other end im- 
aginable, befides that of perplexing our af- 
faii'S, and endeavouring to make thm^s def- 
pcrate, that themfelves «iay be thought ne- 
ceffary. WhiU they continue in this frantick. 
snood I (hall not forbear to treat them ai 
^bey defervej that is to fay, as the inveterate, 
irrcconcileable enemies to our country wi 
itft co&ftitution. . ' 



NUM 
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N U M BE R XXXIX. , 

Thurfday, May 3, 1711. 

^is tukrit Gracchos defeditione querenUsf 

np HE RE have been certain topics of.re- 
^ p roach liberally bcftowed, for fome years 
paft, by the nubigs and turies upon each other. 
We charge the former with a defign of dc- 
ftioying the eftablijbtd churchy and introduc- 
ingfanatici/m and free'-tbinking in its ftead. 
We accufe them as enemies to monarchy ; 
as endeavouring to undennine the prefent 
form of government, and to build a com* 
monwealth, or fome new fcheme of their 
own, jLipon its ruins. On tlie other fide, 
their clamours againft us may be fummed up 
in thofe three formidable- words fopery^ arhi- 
trary poiAjer, and the pretender. Our accu- 
fations againft them* we endeavour to make 
good by catain overt afts ; fuch as their per-, 
petually abufing the whole l;jody of tlie cier- 
fjy, their declared contempt for the veiy or- 
der ^of priefthood, their averfion againft epii- 
copacy, the publick encouragement and pa- 
tronage they gave to I'indaty Tolandy and 
other atheiftical writers 5 their appearing 
as profeffed advocates retained by the dif- 
fenters, excdfing their feparation, and lay- 
ing the guilt of it to the obftinacy of -the 
cJiuAch j ii,eir frequent endeavours to repeal 

the 
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the teft, and their fetting op the indulgence 
to fcrupuloiis confcwnces as a point of greater 
importance than the eftahliftied worfhip. 
The regard they bc^r to our monarchy hath 
appealed by their open ridiculing the martyr- 
dom of king Qharks 1, in their cal've's bead 
cluhsy their cororaon difcouries, and their 
pamphlets \ their denying the unnatural war 
raifed againft that prince, to have been a re- 
bellion ; theii* j unifying his murder in the al- 
lowed papers of the week ; their induflry in 
publiihing and fpreading feditious and re- 
publican trails, fuch as Ludknu's Memoirs y 
Sidney of Go'vernm^t, and many others $ 
their endlefs lopping of the prerogative and 
mincing into nothing her majefty's titles to 
the crown. 

What proofs they bring for our endca* 
Touring to introduce popery, arbitrary ponAser, 
and the pretender , I cannot readily tell, and 
would be glad to hear. However, thofe im- 
portant words having, by dextrous manage- 
ment, been found of mighty fervice to their 
caufe, although applied .witli little colour^ 
cither of reafon or juftice ; ' I have been con- 
iidering, whctlier they may not be adapted ta 
more proper obje6ls. 

As to popery^ which is the firft of thcfe j 
to deal plamly, I can hardly think there is 
any fett of men among us, except the pro- 
feUors of it, who have any dircft intention 
to introduce it here; but the queftion \$y 
whether the principles and practices of us. 
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or thc-^iigSf be- moft likely to^ make way 
for it. It it allowed on all hands, that 
among the metlvds concerted at Rome, fop 
bringing over England into the bolbm of the 
f athoiick church, one of the chief was to 
fend jefuits, and other emiiiari^s, in lay ha- 
bits^ who, peiibnating iradefm'en and me» 
chanicisf (liould mix with the' people, and, 
under the/ pretence of a fYa-thei* and pui-er r/- 
fitrmattMy endeavour to divide us into as 
many fefts as poffible j which would either 
put us under th^ ncceflity of returning to 
our old errors to preferve ftac^ at home 5 or 
by our d'fvtfions make way for ibme power* 
ful neighbour, with the ailiftance of the 
p&pe's permiiiioa and a confecrated banner, 
to con'&ert and enJUwe us at once. If this 
hath been reckoned good politicks (afid it 
was the bcft the Jefmt feh^h could invent) 
I appeal to any m^'^Qy whether the nubigSy for 
many years paft, have not been employed in 
the very fame work. They profefied on all 
pccafioos, that they knew no reafon wlvy any 
one fyftem of j^eculathje opinions (as they 
term the do^rine of the church) fliould be 
eftabliihcd by law, more than another ; or 
why employments fhould be confined to the 
religion of the magiilrate, and that called 
the ctmrcb efiMiJbfd, ' The giand maxim 
tliey laid down was, that no man, for the 
itake of a few notions and arenunUt^ under. 
the names of doSrine and difcipHnef (houl4 
^ d^ied the liberty of ferving his countrv : 
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as if pkices would go a begging, unlefs 
^oivntfis, familifts, fweet fingers^ quakers^ 
'anabaptiftsy axid TtrnggUtMiansy would take 
them off our hands* 

I have been fometimes imagining this 
fcheme brou^t to perfe^kion, and how di- 
verting it would be to fee half a dozen 
fiweet Jingers on, the bench in their ermines, 
and two or three quakes with tlieir white 
ftaves at court. I can only fay^ this proje^ 
\s the very counter-part of the late king 
Jame^s dengn, which he took up as the beft 
method for introducing his oiun religion un- 
der the pretext of an uni'verfal liberty of con'-^ 
fciincey and that no difference in religion 
ihould make any in his favour. According- 
ly, to faye appearances, he dealt fome em- 
ployments among dijfenters of moft denomi- 
nations ; and what he did was, no doubt, in 
purfuance pf the beft advice he could get at 
home or abroad \ but the church thought it 
the moil dangerous Hep he could take for 
lier deftruftion. It is true king James ad- 
mitted papifts among the re((, which the ivbigs 
M^ould not : But this is fufliciently made up 
}>y a material circumftance, wherein they 
feem to have much outdone that prince, and 
to have canied their liberty of confcience to a 
higher point, having granted it to all the 
clafles oi free-thinkers (whi^h the nice con- 
fcience ot a popijb prince would not give him 
leave to do) and were therein mightily over- 
feenj becaufe it is agreed by the learned, 
0iat tliere- is but a very naiTow ftcp from 
• P ' ' atbeifln 
1 
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atheifm to the other extreme,. ftij>erftition. 
So that upon the whole, whether the 'wbigs 
had any real defign of bringing in poperyy 
or no, it is very plain that they took the moft 
efFeclual ftep towards it; and if the jefuits 
had been their immediate direftors, they could 
not have taught them better, nor have found 
■pter fcholars. 

Their fecond accufation is, that we en- 
courage and maintain arbitrary power ill 
princes; and prqmote enflaving doctrines 
among the people. This they go about to 
prove by inftances, producing the particular 
opinions of certain divines in king Charles 
irs reign, a decree of Oxford uni'verjityp 
and (bme few writers fmce the revolution. 
What they mean is the pHnciple of paffl*ve 
ohtdience and non-i^ejtftdnce, which thoTe who 
affirm, did, I believe, never intend /hbuld 
mcXyydt arbitrary ponver. However, although 
I am fenfible that it is not reckoned pi-udent 
in a difpute to make any conceflions without 
the laft neceffity ; yet I do agree, that in my 
own private opinion fome writers did carry 
that tenet of paffi^e obedience to a heighth, 
which feemed hardly confident with the li- 
berties of a country, whofe laws can neither 
be enabled nor repealed without the confent 
of the whole people; I mean not thofc, who 
affirm it due in general, as it certainly i?, 
to the le^iHaturb ; but fuch a^ fix it entirely 
in the prmce's perfon. This laft hath, I be- 
lieve, been done by a very few ; but when 
the ivhigs quote authors to prove it upon 

us. 
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us, they bring in* all who mention it aa a ' 
duty in general, without applying it to princes 
abilra£led from their fenate. 

By thus freely declaring my own fenti- 
ments of paffive obediefice, it will at leaft ap« 
pestr that I do not write for a party; neither- 
do I, upon any occafion, pretend to fpeak 
their fentimenu, but my own. The majo- 
rity of the two houfes, and the prefent mi- 
niftry (if thofe Be a party) feem to me, in 
all their proceedings, to purfue the real in- 
tereft of church and ftate ; and if I ihould 
happen to differ from particular perfons among 
them in a fingle notion about governments 
I fuppofe they will not, upon that accounts 
explode nie and my paper. However, as an 
anfwer onc« for all to the tedious fcurrilities 
of thofe idle people, who affirm I am hired 
and direfted >^hat to write j I muft here in- 
form them, that their cenfure is an effc6l of 
their principles. The prefent miniftry are 
under no neceffity of employing proftitute 
pens J they have no dark defigns to promote 
by advancing heterodox opinions. 

But (to return) fuppofe two or three pri- 
vate divines, under king Charles the fecondy 
did a little ^oyerftrain the doSlrine -of paffifve 
obedience to. princes ; fome allowance might 
be given to the memory of that unnatural 
rebellion againfl his father, and the difmal 
confequcnces of refiftance. It is plain, by 
the proceedings of the church-men before 
and at. the revolution, that this doftrine was 
jieyer deilgned to introduce arbitrary poijcer, 
? 2 I look 

Digitized by Google 



i44 THE EXAMINER. M*. 3^. 

I look' upon the <wbigs :ir\d diffehters t» b^ 
cxaftly of the fame political &ith ; let us 
therefore fee, what (hare each of them had 
in advancing arbitrary pa'vjer. It is mani- 
feil, 'that the fanaiich made Cromijuell the 
iTioft ab/blute tyrant in Chriftendom. The 
tump aboljfhed the houfi of hrds^ tl\e armj^ 
aboiiflied the rump^ and by this army of 
Taints he govemeid. The diffenters took li- 
Derty of confcience and employments froni 
the fate king Jafnes, as an acknowledgment 
of his difpenfing poiver ; which makes a king 
of England as abfolute as the 'furk. The ' 
nvhigs^ under the late king, perpetually de- 
clai'ed for keeping up a ftanding arniy in 
times of peace j which hath in all ages been 
the iirft and greit ftep to the ruin of liberty! 
They were befides difcorering etrery day their 
inclinations to deftroy the rights of the 
churchj and declared their opinion in all 
companies againft the bifliops fitting in the 
hmfi of peers \ which was exaftly copying 
after their predeceffors o^ forty one. I need 
not fay, their real inteptions were tomaJ^ 
the kini^ abfolute ; but whatever be the de- 
figns of innovating men, they ufually end in 
^ tyrannjr 5 as we may fee by an hundred ex- 
amples in Greece^ and in the later common- 
wealths of Ita^ mentioned by MachiaveU 

In the third place, the -whigs accufe us of 
a defign to bring^ in the pretender \ and, to 
give it a greater air oC probability, they fup- 
pofe the Queen tp be a party in this de- 
iign J which however Is no very extraordinarjr 
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NUMBER XL. 
Thurfday^, May lo, 1711. 

Dos eft magna pafentium inrtus, 

T Took up a paper [r] fojne days ago in the 
•* cofFee-houfe ; and if the correftnefs of the 
ftylc, and a fupcrior fpirit in it, had not im- 
inediately undeceived me, 1 (hould have been 
apt to imagine I had been reading an Ex^ 
aminer. In this paper there were feveral 
important propofitions advanced. For in- 
ftance, that pro'vidence raifed up Mr, Har- 
jey to be an infirument of great good, in 
a very critical jun^ure, <when it *was 
ntuch ivatited. That his njery enemies ac^ 
knoivledge bis eminent abilities j and diftin^ 
guijbing merit, by tbeir unwearied and reftlefs 
endeavours agai?ifl his perfon and reputation \ 
that they harve had an in'veterate malice «- 
^^ainft botbi that he hath been ^wonderfully 
'f referred from some unparalleled attempt s^ 
•with more to the fame purpofe, I immedi- 
ately computed, by rules of arithmeticki 
that, in the laft cited words, there was fome- 
thing more intended than the attempt of Gitif 

[r] The fpeaker's congratulation of Mr, Barley, 
in the name of the houCe, on his efcape and recove* 
ry. ■ Sec the next number. 

card. 
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cardy which I think can properly pafs but for 
one of the some. And although I dare ndt 
pretend to guefs the author^s meaning j yet 
the exprefiion allows iuch a latitude, that I 
would venture to hold a Wager, moft readers, 
Doth <whig and /orjr, have agreed with nie> 
that this plural number muft in all probabi- 
lity, among other fa6ls, take in the bufinefs 
of Grtg, 

See now the dijFerence of ftyie* Had I bcca 

to have told my thotkghts on this occafion \ 

inftead of {ayihff Mr. Harley was treated ly 

Jome perfonsy arid prefer^ued fro^fome imp4ir^ 

tdUled attentptsy I ihould, with intolerable 

bluntnefs and ill manners, have told a formal 

ftory of a committee fent to a condemned cri- 

ininal in Ne*wgate to bribe him with a pardonv 

ion condition he would fwear high treafon a- 

gainft his raafter, tvho dilcovered his corrcf* 

^ondence and fecured his perfon, whenai-^r- 

'tain grave poliiician had jgiven him warning 

to make his efcape : and by this means 1 

fcould have drawn a whole iwarm of hedge 

writers to exhatift their catalogue of fcurrili- 

^es againft me, as a liar^ and a flanderei*. 

^*ut, with fubmiffion tp the author of that 

forementioned paper, I think he hath carried 

Jthat expreliion to the utmoft it will bear; 

Tor after all this noife, I know but of tnit^ 

^attempts againft Mr. //*r/i^, that can really 

be called wiparalleledy which are thofe af6re^ 

jfeid of Gteg and Guifcard\ for is to thcreft^ 

4 will engage to parallel them from the ftory 

1df Catiline, ami others I could produce. 

How- 
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i^ppofition in thofe» who have advanced fucli 
iingular paradoxes concerning Greg and Gui/-^ 
card. Upon this article their charge is |;e- 
neral, without ever offering to produce an m- 
ftance. But I verily think ami believe, it 
will appear no paradox, that, if ever he be 
brought in, the ^whigs are his' men. For 
firft, it is an undoubted tnith, that a yedr 
or two after the re^ualutioM, feveral leaders of 
that party had their pardons ient thtm by the 
late king James ; and had entered upon mea« 
fures to reftore hlm» on ac<;ount of fome dif* 
oblij^tions they received fr6Rl king WilHiaif* 
Beiides, I would aik, whether thofe whb are 
under the greateft ties of gratitude to king 
JamiSy are not, at this day, become the moft 
zealous wbigsF And or what party thofe 
^re now, who kept a long correfpondenc^ 
•with St, -Germams f 

It is likewife very obfervable of late, that 
the litbigSy upon all occafions, profefs Jtheir 
belief of the pretender's being no impofioTp 
but a veaX prince t bom of the late QuiJen]* 
*body J which, whether it be true, or falfe, ia 
very unfeafonably advanced, confidering the 
weight fucli an opinion muft have with the 
Vulgar, if they once thoroughly believe it. 
Keithcr is it at all improbable, that the /r^- 
Hender himfelf put his chief hopes in the 
^friendftiip he expefts from the digenters and 
*tvbigSy by his cnoice to invade, the kingdom^ 
"when the latter were moft in credit j and he 
\zd reafon to count upon the former from 
the gracious ti^atraent they received from his 
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fuppofed father, and their joyful acceptance 
6r it. But further, what could be more 
confiftent with the luhiggi/b notion of a re- 
*voluiion-princtpley than to bring in the/r^- 
tender f A re'volution- principle, as their writ- 
ings and difcourfes have taugh't us to define 
it, is a* principle perpetuaH)' diipofing men to 
re'voluttons : and this is, fui table to the fa- 
mous faying of a great ^hi^y that the more 
re*volutiofi; the better ; which, how odd a 
maxim foever in appearance, I take to be the 
true chara£leriftick of the p^ity. 

A dog loves" to turn tound often ; yet, 
after certain revolutiojiSy he lies downior^.- 
but heads under the dominion of the moon 
are for perpetual changes and perpetual re- 
evolutions, Befide^ the ivbigs owe all their 
■wealth to nvnrs and resolutions ; like the 

firl at Bartbolomeiv-fair, who gets ia penny 
y turning round a hundred times witn 
Iwords in her hands. 

To conclude, the ivbigs have a natural fa- 
culty of bringing in pretenders, and will 
therefore probably endeavour to bring in the 
great one at laft. How maiiy pretenders tp 
wit, honour, nobility, poh'ticks, have they 
brought in thefe laft t<verity years ? In (liort, 
they have been fometimes able to procure a 
majority of pretenders in parliameiitj and 
wanted nothing to render the work complete, 
extipt a />r^^«3W^^r at their head. 
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. However, I cannot but obferve with in^- 
liite pkafure, that a great part of what I 
have charged upon the late prevailing hAl-, 
on, and for affirming which I have been ,ad- 
orned with fo many decent epithets, hath 
jbeeri fufficiently confirmed at feveral tinies by 
the rcfolutions of one or the other- houfe of 
parliament. I may ythcrefore now fay, I 
nope, yirith good authority, that tbtre have 
been fome unparalleled attempts- againft Mr* 
"Hai'Icy; that the late miniftry were juftly to 
blame in fome management^ which occaupn- 
cd the unfortunate battle of Abnanscaf and 
the difappointment at Tbotdon ; that the pub- 
lick hath been grievouily wronged by nibft 
tiotorious frauds during tn'e ivbig adminiftrH' 
tion 5 that thofe, who advifed tl^ brjngirig in 
the Palatines y were enemies to the kingdom ; 
that the late manlgers of the revenue have 
not duly paffed their accounts for a great 
part of thirty five millions, and ought not 
to be trufted in fuch employments any 
more. Perhaps, in a little time, I may ven* 
^ure to affirm fonie other paradoxes of this 
kind, and produce the fame vouchers. And 
perhaps alfo, if it had not been fo bufy a pe- 
riod, inilead of one Examiner , the late mi- 
niftry might have had above four hundred, 
each of whof^ little fingers would be heavier 
. than my loins. It makes me think of Nep" 
iune's threat to the winds : 

3^w ego^ed motos pro^at compomre ftu^us. 

Th\j», 
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Tlius, when the fons of /Eolus had almoft 
funk the ihip with the tempefts they raifed, it 
was neceflaiy to fmooth the ocean, and fe- 
cure thcveflel, inftead of purfuing the offend- 
ers. 

But I obferve the general expeftation at 
prefent, inftead of dwelling any longer upon 
conjeftures who is to be punifhed for pail 
mifcarrj^ges, feems bent upon the rewards 
intended to thofe, who have been fo highly 
inftrumental in refcuing our conftitution nom 
its late dangers. It is the obfcrvation of Ta- 
citus in the life of Agricola, that his eminent 
^rvices had raifed a general opinion of his 
'being defigned by the emperor for praetor of 
Britain ; NuUis in hoc Juis fermonibus^ fed 
quia par 'videh/^tar i and then he adds, Non 
Jeptper errat Fama^ ali^uando et eligit^ The 
judgment of a wife prmce, and the general 
difpofition of the people, do often point at 
the fame perfon ; and fometimes th^ popular 
wi flics do even foretel the reward intended 
for fomc fuperior merit. Thus, among fe- 
veral dcfervmg pcrfons there are /oyo, whom 
the publick vogue hath, in a peculiar manner, 
iingled out as defigned very foon to receive 
the choiccft marks of the royal favour. One 
of them to be placed in a very high ftation, 
and both to increafe the number of our nobi- 
lity [/]. This, I fay, is the general con- 
jcdure J for I pretend to none, nor will be 
chargeable if it be not fulfilled j fmce it is 

[*] fJarfey tnd St. Jobn. 

enough 
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enough for their honour, that the natioa 
thinks them worthy of the^eateft rewards, 

•Upon this occafion I cannot but take no- 
tice, that of all the herelles in politicks pro- 
fufely fcattered by the parrifans of the late 
admtnift ration, ynone ever difpleafed me "more, 
or feemed to have more dangerous confequen- 
ces to monarchy, than that pernicious talent 
fo much affefted of difcovering a contempt 
for birth, family, and ancient nobility. All 
the threadbare topicks oi poets and orators 
were difplaycd to difcovcr to us, that merit 
and wtue were the onl^ nobility 5 and that 
the advantages of blood could not make a 
kna've or a fool cither honeft or wife. Moft 
popular commotions we read of in the hifto- 
lies of Greece and Rome took their rife fi*om 
unjuft quarrels to the nobles 5 and in the lat- 
ter, the Plebeian^ s encroachments on the Pa^ 
tricians were the firft caufe of their ruin. 

Suppofe there be nothing but opinion in the 
difference of blood ; every body knows, that 
authority is veiy much founded on opinion. 
But furely that difference is not wholly ima- 
' ginary. The advantages of a liberal educa- 
tion, of chufing the beft cpmpanions to con- . 
verfe with, not being under the neceffity of 

{»ra6lirmg little mean tricks by a fcanty^al- 
owance, the enlarging of thought, and ac- 
quiring the knowledge of men and things by 
travel, the example of anceilors inciting to 
great and good a6lions. Thefe are ufually 
lome of the opportunities that fall in the way 
of thofc who are borr^ of what we call the 
^ better 
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better families : and ^llov/ing genius to be e- 
qual ill them and thevulgar, the odds aie 
clearly on their fide. Nay, we may obferve 
in fome, who, by the appearance of merit, 
OV favour of fortune, have rifen to great ifta-i 
tions from an obfcure birth, that they have 
ftill retained fome fordid vices of their pa- 
rentage or education, cither vtfatiable avarice^ 
or ignominious fatjbood and corruption, 

* To fay the tmth, the great negleft of edu- 
cation in feveral: noble families, whofe fons 
ife fuffered to pafs the moft improveablc fea- 
fons of their youth in/vice and idlenefs, have 
too much leflened their reputation : bur even 
this misfortune we owe, among all the reft, 
to that ^wbiggijb pri£licc of reviling the uni- 
*verfities under the pretence of their inftilling 
pedantry, narrow principles^ and bigb-cburcb 
dodrines* 

• I would not be thought to undervalue me- 
rit and ^virtue, 'wherever they are to be 
found ; but will allow them capable of the 
higheft dignities in a ftate, when they are in 
a very great degree of eminence. A pearl 
holds ks value, 3iough it be found in a dung- 
hi] ; but however, that is not the moft pro- 
bable place to fearcli for it. Nay, I will go 
farther, and admit, that a man of quality 
without merit is juft fo much the worfe for 
Kis quality ; which at once fets his vices in a 
more puhlick view, and reproachetli him for 
them. But on the other fide, I doubt. thofe, 
who are always undervaluing the advantages 
of birth, the celebrating pei ional merit, have 

I • prin- 
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prineipally an eye to their, own^ which they 
are fuHyiiatisfied with, ind which no body 
will difpute with them about: wheo-ess-they 
cannot) without, impudeiice and folly, pre* 
tend to be nobly born ; becaufe this is a ie*' 
cVet too eafily mfcovered e for- no : men's pa- 
rentage is fo nicely enquired into . ab that of - 
aflumiag upilarts, e^ecially wjien they aiFe^- 
to make it better dian it is, as they otteit oLo^* 
oi* behave theinfelves with infolence. 

But whatever may be the. opinion of others* 
upon this fubje£):> whojCb philofbphical fcoiiii' 
iov blood 2xiA families reacheth even to thoie 
that ai-e rt^al, or perhaps took its rife from 
a nvbiggijb contempt of the latter : I am 
pleafed to ^nd tivo fuch inftaoces of extnor^ 
dinary merit,, as I have mentioned, . joined 
With ancient and honourable .birth; whidi, 
whether it^e,of real or imaginary value^ hath 
been held m veneration by all wife polite 
^tes both ancient and modem. And, as 
much a, foppery as menj>retend to think it, 
nothing is more obfervable in thofe who rife 
to-gr^t place or wealth from mean originals,^ 
than their mighty folicitude to convince the 
worldf that they are' not, fo low as is com- 
monly believed. They are glad to find it 
made out by fome drained, genealogy, that 
they have fome remote alliance with better fa- 
milies. Crofifwell himfelf was pleafed with 
the impudence of a flatterer, who undertook 
to prove him defcended from a branch of the 
royal ftem. I know a citizen who adds of 
akers a letter in his name with every plumb 
Vol. VIIJ. (^ / he 
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he aequlrcft ) tie* now wants only the dian^e 
o£ a vowet {i] t6. be aJQied to a fovereiga 
prince in j&i«^ [mJ $ and that perhaps he may 
contrive to be doseivy a ar^tflf of the graver 
upon his t9mljhu€i, 

i Whcnji> am upon this fubjed of molality , I 
am faiiey £Dr. tdie dccafion given me to mention 
tii^ iofs' ^.vl prrfiMf who was fogneat an 
ornament to it^ la the XztR.hrdfrtfident [*tv']i 
who be|^an eHriy'io diftingoiflu hunfeif in the 
ptthfttk farvke<,zxvi ^afled tfarcfu^'lhe high-^ 
e& einphxyn^ts ofir irate, in die ihoft difficuit 
titndSy (wifthgresCiii&e/iftV^-and untainted i&e« 
/tftfr.^ .A-s he was of a good bid age, his 
fninciples of religion and loyalty had re* 
ceived no 'mixture from late infafitms^ but wore 
ihftilled^ into him by his iliuftrious father, 
and other stoble ^^ts, who had expofed their 
lives and' fortunes, for the Iroj^al M$4iiifjr i 

V Putcb^rrhut prfiki^ ^ 
Magndnim beroes nati mtiiturUms tumis. 

. ti\% firft great- a^ion was, like Sci^j to 
defend his fither when opprefred by numbers ; 
and his filial piety was not only rewarded 
With long life, but with' a Ton, who, upon 
the like occafion, would have (hewn the iame 
refolution,. No man ever preferved his dig- 
nity better when he was out of power, nor 

tt] Sir H, tumfi, (»] fgrntfe^ [w] Eart of 

ihewed 
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ihewed jnore affability' while he was in. To 
conclude, his chara6ler (which I do not here 
pretend to draw) i$ fiwh as Us nrareft friends 
may lafely truft to the moft impartial pen i 
nor wants the leaft of that aUowan<;e which, 
they fiiy» - is- rcfquired for thofe who are 
de»d« 
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/,. Tliur^jr, Mayi7,V7i[i.^.*. - 

^«B r^r diftringere pnter^ 
Tutus ah infeftis latronibus ? ' , 

T Never let flip an opportunity of endeavour- 
■*■ ing to convince the world that I am not 
partial 5 and to confound the idle reproach of 
Xtiy being hii*ed or diredled what to write in 
defence of the prefent miniftry, or for de- 
te6ling the praflices of 'the former. When I 
firft undertook this paper, I firmly refolved, 
that if ever I'obferved any grofs negle^ft, a- 
bufe, or coiTuption in the publick manage- 
ment, which might give any juft offence tq 
reafonable people ; I would talce notice of it 
with that innocent boldnefs which becometh . 
an honeft man, and a true lover of his coun- 
try 5 at the fame time preferving the refpe^ 
due to perfons fo* highly entrufted by fo wife 
and excellent a Queen. I know not how 
fuch a liberty might have' been refented; Uut, 
I thank God, there hath been no occafion gi- 
ven me to exercife it 5 for I can ikfely affimii 
that I have, with the utmoft rigour, examin- 
ed all the anions of the prefent miniftry, as 
far as they fall under ^neral cognizance, 
W!tho\it'bemg able to accule them of one ill 
or miftakcn ftep, Obferving indeed fome 

time 
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time agOjL that. feeds of diflenfion had been * 
plentitujly fcatteied from a certain corner^ 
and fearing they began to rife and fpread, \ 
immediately writ a papet ori'^he .ful)je6V, 
Svhich I treated with tliat warmtli'l thought 
it required j but the prudence of thofe at th« 
helm fopn prevented this growing evil 5 and 
at prefent it feenls likely to Have no confc- 
quenccs- 

I have had,/ indeed, for fome time, a fmall 
occafion of quarrelling, whfich I thought too 
inconfiderable for a tormarfubjeS! of com- 
plaint, althpngh ' I have hinied at it more 
than o'nce/ *But it is grown at prefent. to as 
great a .he'ighth, as a matter dir. tliat nature 
can pofflbly bear; and therefore", I conceive 
it high time that an efFecliial ftopl (hould be 
put to it. I-have, b^eri, amazed at.the flaming 
jicentioufnefs of feveral weekly Jjapers, which, 
for' fome months paft, have been chiefly cm - 
ployed in bare-faced fcurrilities a^ainft tlioie 
who are in 'the ercateft truft and favour with 
'the Queen, with the firft and laft letters of 
their names frequently .printed, or fome fe- 
riphrafis, defcribing their ftation, or other w- 
nuendo's contrived too plain to be miftaken. 
The confequence of which is (and it Is natu- 
tal it fliould be fo) that their lorig Impunity 
hath reridjered them ftill more audacious. 

At thi^ time, I particularly intend a paper 
called the Medley y whofe indefatigable mcef- 
fant railings agairift me I. never fliought con- 
venient to take notice of, becaufe jt would 
have diverted my defign, which I intended to 
• 0^3 be 
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be of publickufe. Befides, I never yet ob* 
fcrved that writer, or thofc writers (for it is 
every way a Medlp) to argue againft anyone 
material pojiit or fa£^ that I had advanced^ 
or make one fair quotatioh. And after all» 
I knew very well now foon the world grows 
^veai-jr of coiltroverfy. It is plain to me, 
that ^hi ce or four nands at leaft have been 

i'oined at times in ths^t worthy compofition^ 
mt the but-lineS| as well as the nni/hing, 
feem to have been always the work of the 
iame pen, as it is viiible from half a fcore 
beauties of ftyle infepartble fronr it. But 
who thefe Mtaiers are, or where the judici- 
ous leaders have picked them np» I fliall ne* 
ver go about to conjefhire : faCTioti.s rancour, 
falfb w>it, abandoned fcurtility, impudent 
fat (hood, and fervtle pedantry, having ib 
many fathers, and fo few to own them, that 
f urioflty herlelf would not be at the pains to 
guefs. It is the firft time I ever- did myielf 
the honour to mention that admirable paper ; 
nor could I imagine any occafion likely to 
happen, that would make it neceflary for me 
to engage with fuch an adverfary. This pa* 
per is weekly publifhed) and, as appears by 
the numbei*, hath beeri fo for feveral months j 
and is next tp the Obfer*vator allowed to be 
the beft produjSlion of the party. Laft week 
my printer brought me that of May 7, Num- 
ber 3z, where there are two paramphs relat- 
ing to the J^eaker of the houle of commons, 
•and to Mr. Harley, which, as little as I am 

hiclineii 
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inclined to engage with fuck an antagonift, I 
cannot lefs psus without failing in my duty 
to the publick : and if thofe in powfsr will 
fufFer fuch infamous iniinuatioi;is^ to paTs with 
impunity, they aft without precedent from 
any age or country in the world. 

I defire to open this matter* and leave the 
twbigs themfelves to determine up<>n it. . The 
houle of commons refolved, nemike contra-- . 
dicente, that the ^/zibrihould congratulate 
Mr. Harlefi efcapfc and rec.9very in «ie name 
of the houfe upon his firft attendance on their 
iervice. This is accordingly done; and the 
^ecky together with the cliauceTlor of the 
Bxcbeqiufs^m printed by oxder of the houft. 
The author, of the Medley takes this fpeech to 
taflc the vciy next week after it is publi/hed j 
* telling us in the aforefaid paper, that the 
fpeakefs commending Mr, Haney for being an 
Inftrument of great good to 'the nation, luas 
iU'Cbofen flattery 5 becaufe Mr, Harlcyr bad 
hrougbt tie nation under great difficulties, to 
/ay no more. He fays, that nuben tbe fpeaker 
tells Mr.. Harley, that providence hath won«- 
derfuUy preferved himirom feme unparalleled, 
attempts (for that the Medley alludes to) be 
cnly revives a fcdfe and groundkfs caluntfy 
upon other men 5 ^wbicb is an inftance of im- 

fot0nt, but inveterate malice tbat makes him 
the fpeaker] ftill appear more vile and con^ 
tempttble. This is an extraft from his firil: 
paragraph. In the next this writer fays, tbat , 
tbe fp6aker*s praying to God for tbe continu- 
fOfC^ of Mr* Harley's life^ as an invaluable 
(JL4 blepngf 
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hlefiugy ivas.a ful/ome piece of iftfincerityw 
*whicD ^xpofes bim, to Jhame and derifion } be- 
caufe be is knoivn to bear ill avill to Mr. 
Harlcy, t6 have an extreme had opinion of 
bim, and to tbink him an obfirutior of tbofefne 
meafures he *vjculd bring about, 
. I now appeal to the *whigs themfelves, whe- 
ther a great rail iif^er of ilate m high favour 
with the Qui EN, and 3, fpeaker of the houfib 
of comniOiis, yvtve ever publlckly treated af- 
. tcr fo extraordinary a manner in the moft li- 
centious throes ? For tiTts is not a clandeftine 
libel ftolen into the world, but openly printed 
and fold'with the bookfeller's name and place 
ofaboie at the bottiDra. And the junaurc 
,18 admirable, when Mr. Hariey .is generally 
believed upon the very point to be made an 
earl, and promoted to the moft important 
ftation of the kingdom 5 nay, the very maiks 
of eftcem lie hath'fo lately received from the 
whole reprefentative body of the people, arc 
called ill chofeu flattery, and a fulfome piece 
of infincerity^ expofing the donors to jhame 
and derifion. • - 

But does this intrepid writer think, he hath 
fufficientlv djfgulfed the matter by that ftale 
artifice ot altering the ftoiy, and putting it as 
a fiijipofed cafe. Did any man, who ever faw 
the congratulatory fpeech, read either of thoft 
paragraphs in the Medley without interpreting 
them juft as I have done ? Will the author 
declare, upon his great fincerity, that he never 
had any fuch meai.fng:? Is it enbugh, that 
a Jufy at WefimipJ\(,r*ball would perhaps not 

find 
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find him gttiUy of defaming the fpeaker and 
Mr. //iirSy in. that paper ? Which, however, 
I am much- in doubt of too ; and miift think 
the law viery defcftive, if the reputation of 
-fuch perftms muft lie at the mercy of fuch 
pens. I do not remember to have feen any 
li-bel, fuppol^d to be writ with caution and ■ 
double •meaning' in ofder to prevent profecu- 
tion, delivered under fo thin a cover, or fo 
.tinaitiftcially made up as this, whether it 
were from an apprehenfion of his readers dui- 
nefs, or an eifeAof his own. He hath tran- 
fcribcd the very phrafes of i\{t fpeaker, and 
put diem in •& different charafier, for fear 
they might paft: unobfdved, and to pievent 
'all poifibility of being miftaken. I mall be 
pleafed to fee him have recourfe to the old e- 
vafion, and ^y> that I who make die appli- 
cation am chargeable with the abufe : kt any 
reader of either party be judge. But I can- 
tiot forbear affertmg as my opinion, that for 
a miniftry to endure fuch open calumny, with- 
out calling the author tb account, is next to 
deferving it. And this is an omiifion I ven- 
ture to charge upbn the prcfent miniftry, who 
are too apt to defpife little things, which how- 
ever have not always litde cbnfequences. 
. When this, paper was firft undertaken, one 
defign among others was, to examine fome 
of thofe writings fo frefljuendy publiihed with 
an evil tendency ehher to reK^on or goveni- 
mentf biit I was Jong diverted 'by other en- 
quiries, which I thought more immediately, 
neceffary, to animadvert upo{]i men's anions, 
0^5 rather 
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rather than their fpeculations ; to flifw the 
Bcceffity there was of changing the miniftiTy 
that our coniUtution in church and ftat» m^t 
be preferved $ to expofe fomedangeroiis pnn* 
ciples and practices under the former admi^ 
nifiration ; and prove, by many- inftances, 
that thofe who are now at the helm, are en* 
tirely in the true intereft of prince and peo<- 
pie. This, I may modeftly hope, hath, in 
lome meafure, been already done, fuiHcien^ 
to anfwer the end propoied, which was to 
inform the ignorant, and thoie 3t a diAance, 
j^nd to convince fuch as are engaged in party 
from no other motive than d\at ot coplcience. 
I know not whether I Ihall have any appetite 
to continue this work much longer } if I do» ' 
perhaps fome time may be fpent in expofing 
and overturning the f^Ife reafonings or thofe 
who engage their pens on the other fide, with- 
out loiuig time in vindicating myfelf againft 
their ic'urrilities, much lefs in retorting them« 
Of this fort there is a certain humble coma* 
jfianion, a frmch mmtre des tongues [jr], who 
every month publifhed an exttaft from votes, 
news -papers, fpeeches, and proclamadons, 
larded with fome iniipid remarks of his own ^ 
which he calls, l^be political fiate rf Great* 
Britain. This ingenious niece, he teUs us 
himfelf, is conftantly trahflated into fretuB, 
and printed in Hoilandy where the Dutch, no 
doubt, conceive moft- noble fentiments of as 
conveyed through fuch a vehicle. It, is ob> 

fervable 
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fervable in his account for Aprils that the 
-vanity fo predominant in many of his natioQ 
hath made him more concer^ied for the ho- 
nour of GiUfcardy than the fafety of Mr, 
HarUy, J\.nd for fear we ihouid think the 
worfe qf his couQtry upon that qffajfin's ac- 
count, he tells us there have been more miir- 
,der8y parricides, and villanies committed in 
England than any other part of the wof Id. I 
cannot imagine how an illiterate foreigner^ 
'who is neither mafter of our language, nor 
tndef-d of comm^ fenfe ; and who is devoted 
to -a fad^ion, I fuppofe for no other, reafon^ 
but his having more fwhig cuilomers thaii 
iorifis^ fliould take it into his head to write 
political tra^s of our affairs. But | urefume^ 
lie .builds upon the foundation or having 
been called to ap account for his infolence in 
one of .his former monthly productions $ 
which ia a method that feldom fays of giving 
fonie vogue to the fooli^licft compofition. , If 
fuch a work muft be don«, I wim ibme toler- 
able hand would undertal^e it j and that we 
would nor Aiffer a little whiffling Frenchman 
to negle^ his trade of teaching his langu^e 
to our children, and prefume to inftru6t fo- 
ji^ignejrs in our politick^. 
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NUMBER XLlh 

' Thurfilay, May 24, 1711. 

* Deli^a majorum immeritus iues^ 

' Romdney donee- tempta refeceris, 

' ^Aedefque labentes deorum 5 

SEVERAL letters have been lateJy fent 
me, defiFing I would- make h(Aiourable 
mention of the pious defignof building fifty 
chiirlics in fevtral parts df London and H^efi- 
7mnfieri where they are moft wanted^ occaii- 
oned by an addrefft of the- cefi*v»cation to the 
QuETEN, and recommended by htt* majefty to 
the houfe of • commons ; who- immediately 
promifed they nvould enable her t9 acc$mpliflf 
Jo excellent eCdeJign, and are now J)reparing a 
bill accordingly. I thought to have d^erred 
any notice or this important affair tmtil the 
end of this feflion s at whkh time I propofed 
to deliver a particular acdount of tJie great 
and ufeful thiligs already performed by this 
prefent parliament. But, in compliance to 
thofe who give themfelves the trouble of ad- 
vifing mf , and partly convinced by the rca- 
fons they offer, I am content to beftow a pa- 
per upon a fubjeft that indeed fo well deferv« 
eth it. . - 

The clergy, and whoever elfc have a trucf . 
concern. for the conftrtution of the church, 
cannot but be highly pleafed with one pro- 

rpe» 
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fpe6( in this ne^ fccne of imblick affaii's. 
They may very: well remember the time, 
when everyfeflion' of parliament was. like a 
cloud hanging over their heads f and if it 
happened tO' pafs- without buifting into fome 
ftorm upon the churdiy we thanked God» and 
thought it aoFi happy cfcape until the next 
meeting 5 upon winch we refumed our fecret 
apprehenfions, although we were not allowed tQ 
beiieye any danger. Things are now akered j 
the pariiamcat takes the necefiuies of the 
church into coafidtration, receives the pro- 
pofals of thecletgy met in convocation, and^ 
amidft all the exigencies if a hng exfenfi've 
*warf and under the prejfure of bea'vy dehts^ 
finds a fupply for erecting fifty edifices for 
the fefvice of God. Anid it appears, by the 

' addrefs of the commons to her majcfty upon 

, this occafion (wherein they discovered a true 

fpirit of religion) that ^plying the money 

granted to\accempliJb fo exteUint a defign, 

would, in their opinion, ** be the' moft effec* 

•tual way of carrying on the war j that it 
would (to ufe their own words) be a means 
tf drawing d§iwn bkffmgs on bermajefifs an* 
dettakifigSy as it adds to the number rf tbofe 
places i wbere tbe prayers of her devout and 

fedtbfid fuhje&s nmilhe.daUy offered up to God 

for tbe projiperity of her go'vernment at. bome^ 
and tbe fwcefs^ of. herjorms abroad* 

lam fometimes hoping, that we. arc not 
naturally fo. bad a people as we iiave speared 
for fome years paft. FaSHony in order to 
Airport itfelf^ i% generally forced to mskke ufe 
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of fuch abcminable inAniventSy that as long 
•• it prevails, the genius of a nation is over* 
preiiea, and cannot appear to exert itfelf'i 
burwlien that is broken and f^ppreiTed, when 
llitngs return to the old courfe, mankind will 
sianvally fall to a£fc from principles of reafoi^ 
a^d religion. The RomofUf upon a great 
victerv or efcape from ]>uklick danger, fre-> 
.quently built a temple in honour of ibme 
gody to whofe peculiar favour diey imputed 
thdr fuccefs or delivery: and {bmetimes the 
general did the like, at hit wun txpeuce^ tp 
acquit him&lf of fome pious vow he had 
made. How little of any thing refembling 
this hath been done by us afte^^I our \\8u>^ 
ries 1 And perhaps ror that rebfon among 
others they have turned to fo little account. 
Btrt what could we ezpea > We aaed all 
alon|^ as if we believed nothing of a God, 
or his providence \ and tiiefefore it was con- 
ilftent to oiFer.up our edifices only to tbefe^ 
who we looked upon as gkters of aU *m3ofy 
in his ftead. 

I have computed that£fty churches may be 

built, by a medium, at &jl thoufand pounds 

for a church, which is fomewhat wuUr the 

price of a fitbjtB^s falace-^ yet perhaps the 

caxt of above two hund^- thomimd fouls, 

Mrith the .benefit of their prayers for the pro{^ 

perity of their Qu£jiN aud. country, may be 

abnoft put in the balance ' with: the domeftick 

convenience, or evca ipmttikeiio^ of any 

ffthjea whatfoovcr. . 

.;•'•• . ■ . -^ s Sir 
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Sir jnUiam Petty j* who, uitder the name o^ 
captain Graimt, publiflied feme i^fervatioas 
vpoB the bilis OT mortality about five years 
after the rf/oratioff, teils U9 the wiriflxes in 
Lmidm were even then fo unequally divided, 
tluit fome were two hundrecl times larger 
than others^ Since that time; the rnereafe of 
trade, the fre<}uency of parliaments, the de« 
fire of living in the metropolis, together wifii 
f &at genius for buildinj^ which began after 
thtfirtf and hath ever unce continued, have 
IHTodi^ioufly enlarged this town on all fidee, 
sirfrere it was capable of increafe; and thofe 
tracts of land built into ftreets have generally 
continued of thit fame pariih thty belonged 
to while they lay in fields 5 fo that the care of 
above thirty thoufand fouls hath been fome- 
times committed to one mmifter,whofe church 
would hardly contain the twentieth part, of 
Iris fiock. : neither, I think, was any family . 
in thofe parishes obliged to pay above a groat 
a year to their fpi ritual paftor; Some few of 
thofe pari(hes have been fince divided, in 
ethers were ere6Ved chapels of eafe, '^here a 
preacher is maintained by general contribtiti^ 
©n* Such poor Ihifts and expedients, to the 
iivfimte ^me and fcandal of fo vaft and 
fiouriihing a city, have been thought fuificif 
«nt for the fcrvice of God and religion, as if 
|(h«y were circuraftances wholly indiHfereiit. 

This dcfeft, among dther cmtfequentes.of 
it, hath mside fcbijhi a fort of neceflary^vil j 
^crc being at icaft three hundred thoufand 
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inhabitants in this* town, whom the church- 
es would not be able to contain , if the peo- 
ple were ever Co well difpofed : and in a 
city not overftocked with zeal the only way 
to prefenre any degree of religion, is to makef 
all attendance upon the duties of it as ^y 
and cheap as poflxble ; whereas, on the con- 
trary, in the larger pariHiesy the prefs is fo 
great, and die pew-keepers tax fo exorbitant, 
that thofe who love to fave trouble and mo- 
>ney, cither ftay at home or retire to the row- 
yenticles, I believe there are few examples, 
ij^ any ebriJUan country, of fo great a ne- 
gle6k of religion; and the diflfenting teachers 
nave made their advantage largely by iiffitV' 
ing taru among the tubeat nvhtie mm Jlept, 
• being much more expert at procuring coq- 
tributions, which i« a trade they are bred up 
in, than men of a liberal education. 

And to fay truth, the way pra6lifed by fe- 
veral pariflies in and about this town, of 
maintaining tlieir clergy by voluntary fub- 
fcriptjons, is not only an indignity to the 
chara6ier,. but hath many pernicious conse- 
quences attending it ; fuch a precaiious de- 
pendence fubje^ng a clergyman, who hath 
not more than ordinary fpirit and refolution, 
to many incon^niences, which are obvious 
to imagine ; but this defe6l will, ho doubt, 
be remedied by the wifdom and piety of die 
pre&nt parliament ; and a tftx laid upon everj' 
houie in a parifh for the fupport of their paf^ 
tor. Neither indeed, can it be conceived, why 
a houfe, whofc purciafc is ngt reckoned above 

one 
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one thiid lefs than land of the htne yearly 
rent, fcould not pay a twentieth part annu-. 
ally (which is half t^the) to the iupport of 
the minifter. dnc thing I could wiih, .that, 
' in fixing the maintenance to t^Q feveral mi« 
nifters in thefe new upended parifli^s^ no de- 
terminate fum of money may be named, 
which in ^U perpetuities ought by any means 
to be avoided, nut rather a tax. in {^oportion 
to the rent of each houfe, although it be but 
a twentieth, or even a thirtieth part. The 
contrary of this, I am told*, was done in fe- 
veral parifhes of the city after the^fr^, where 
the incumbent and his fucceffors were to re- 
ceive for ever> a certain fum i for example, 
Qne or two hundred pounds. a yeai*. But the 
lawgivers did not confider, that what we call 
at prefent one hundred pounds will pot, in 
procefs of time, have the intrinfick value of 
twenty ; as twenty pounds now are .hardly 
equal to forty (hillings three hundred years 
ago. There are a thousand inftances of this 
all over England in refei-ved rents applied to 
hofpitals, in old chiefries, and evey among 
the cleigy themfelves, in thofe , payments 
which, I think, they call a «r5^«i.. 

As no ,pricce had ever better dilpofitions 
than her prefent majefty for the advancement 
of true religion j fo there never was any age, 
that pvodjaced greater occaijons to employ 
them on. It is an unfpeakable riiisfortunc, 
that *any"de(iign of fo excellent a Qu£EN 
ihouldbe checked by the necefTities of a long 
and ruinous war, wtich tlie folly or coriiip- 

tion 
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tioii of ntddirn pditiciaHs hare involved us in» 
againi^ all the maxims, whereby our country 
ilouriflied fo many hundred years : elfe her* 
ma}efty*s care of religion would certainly 
have reached even to het* dmerican plahtati* 
^ns. Thofe noble countries^ flocked oy num. 
Ders from hence, whereof too many are in 
no very great rotation for faith or morals, 
will be a perpetual reproach to us, until fome 
better care be taken for cultivating chrifiiaxi'^ 
p among them. If the governors of tfaofe 
jeveral colonies were obli^ at certain times 
to trartfinif an exa5t reprc&ntation of theftate 
of religion in their fever^ diftri6ls, and the 
legiflature here would, in a time of leifure, 
take that affair under thttr coniideration, it 
might be perfefted with little difficulty, and 
be a greftt addition to the glories of her ma- 
jcfty*8 reign. 

6ut, to wave further fpeculations upon to 
remote a fcene, while we have fubjefts enough 
to employ them on at home ; it is to be hoped 
the clergy will not flip any proper opportu-r 
nity of linp'oving the pious difpoiitions of the 
QvBEN and kingdom for the advantage of 
the church ; when, by the example of times 
paff, they condder how rarely fuch conjec- 
tures are like to happen. What if fome me- 
thod were thought on towards rejpairing of 
churches $ for v^tch there is like to be too 
frequent occaiion i thofe ancient ^0/^fVi^ ffaruc- 
tures throughout this kingdom going every 
year to decay. That expedient of repairin^^ 
or rebuilding them by charitable collections 
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Ibemsy fs my opinion, not very fuitable ei- 
ther to the dignity an4 ufefulnefs of the 
«ork> of. to the nonour of ihir . country } 
foce it might be fo eafily done, Vritb very lit- 
ide charge to the publick, in a nsHch more 
^cent and honourable manner, while par* 
Saments are fi> frequently called. But tiiefe 
and other reflations muft be left to a time 
tiftacty which I ihali humbly prefume to 
wifii^ihay fboft be our ihare, however oiFen* 
five it nay be to any^ either ^5r^a^ or at 
jfaanf^ who are gainers by the waiy 
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NUMBER XUII. 

Thurfday, May 31, f 7*1. 

Scilicet^ ut pf^B^ curtfo Sgmfcere rsdum. 

tr A V I N G been forcetf In nty papers to 
•^^ ufe the cant- words of wi^/^f and tory^ 
which have fo often varied M;heirfignificatJons 
for twenty years jpaft j I think it necefl'ary to 
fay fomething of the feveral changes thofe 
two terms have undergone fmce tljat period \ 
and then to tell the reader what I have al- 
ways underftood by each of them, fince I 
undertook this work. I reckon that thcfe 
forts of conceited appellations are ufually in- 
vented by the vulgar j who, not troubling 
themfclves to examine thoroughly tlie merits 
.of a caufe, are confequently the moft violent 
partifans of what they efpoufe, and in their 
quarrels ufually proceed to their beloved ar- 
gument of calling names y uotil at length 
they light upon one which is fure to ftick : 
and in time each party grows pr«ud of that 
appellation, which their adverfaries at firft 
intended for: a reproach. Of this kind were 
the Frafini and Venetiy the Guelfs and Gibe- 
linest Hugomts and Papijisy Round-beads 

and 
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and Ca*vatiers, with many others of ancient 
and modern date. Among us of late there 
fee^\^ to have been a barrennefs of invention 
in this point ; the words whig and torj, dl- ^ 
though they are not m«ch above thirty years 
old, having been -prefied to the fervice of 
many fucceffions of parties^ with very differ- 
ent ideas faftened to-^them. This diftinc« 
tion, I think, began towards the latter part 
of king Charles the fecond's rei^, was dropt 
during that of his fucoeflbr, and then re* 
vivcd at the re*volution j fince which it hath 
perpetually fiouridied, although applied to 
very different kinds of principles and per- 
fons. In that convention of lords and com- 
mons, fome of both houfes were for a regency 
to the prince of Orange^ with a refervation 

. of flyle and title to the abfent king, which 
Ihould be made aafe of in all publick. a£ls s 
others, when they were brought to allow the 
throne vacant, thought the TucceiHon^fhould 
immediately go to the next heir, according 
to the fundamental laws of the kingdom, as 
if the hSk king wer« aftuaily dead. And al- 
though the diflenting lords (in whofe houfe 
the chief oppofition was) did at laft yield 
both thofe points, took the oaths to the new 

' king, and many o£ them employments ; yet 
they were looked upon with an evil eye by the 
warm zealots of the other fide ; neither did 
the court ever heartily favour any of them, 
although.fome of them were of the moft emi- 
x]£nt for abilities and virtue, and ferved that 

prince 
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piiiice ba& in his coandls a«d bis anay mdtk 
uDtafnted. futb* {twis apprehended at i3ic 
0iiie time,, aatd perhaps it might hsxc btem 
true, that many of dw clergy would havm 
been better pkafed with the icheme of a r/-r 
f/en^y or at leaft an unintermpted iincal ^ac-^ 
ceffion> for the iake of t^ole whole ooniriences 
were truly fa^upuIoMs \ sttd they tiiought ^pis» 
•were ibme circiunftuieet ki the cafe <of thr 
d^niired bi&opSy that looked a Iktlft hard, 
or at leajd defervedooBimireration^ 

Thcfe and other the like reflexioDS ^HAy 
as I conceive, revive the deaominatioBs of 
^Aihig and tory. 

Some time after the revokition» the diftinc- 
tion of bigb and lotv church came in, wiiidi 
was railed by the di^Tebters in older to break' 
the church party by diriding the inembert 
into hfgb or Ityw ; and the opinio&i ratibd^ 
that tbe b^b joined with the papifts^ in- 
clined the btu to fall ia with the Mffitnters. 

And here I fliall take leave to prodnoe 
fome principles^ vdiieh in the feveral periods 
of the late reign ferved to denote a man of 
one or the other* party. To be agajnft a 
ftanding army in time of peace yas ul higb^ 
tburcbp tory, and tanti^.i to daffjer from a 
majority of biihops was die fame. T<r nu& 
the prerogative above law for fenring a tum» 
w^s'lotAt'cburcb and ivbig. The opinion of 
Jthe majority in the houfe of comncions, ef- 
pecially of the country party or landed inter- 
eft, was bigh'fyytg and rank t9rj. To er- 

alt 
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alt the kkie'8 iiipr^m^cy beypnd jiD.pneee- 
deat» was hw-cburcbf nvbiggij^f 9S\4 mdi^ 
rat^* To ma^e the leaft £uht of the pre- 
tended prioce's being fuppo/iM^ipuiB ,?^ sl 
tiler's ion, w^^i in their phrafe, 706 and Z/^- 
gaUamtf^i piffe& jacobitifiit. ^o fefiume 
the mpft lexorfeit^mt grants, . tljat yvp/ip iBver 
given to a fet pf prpfli^te favou^-iies^. ^4^ 
apply jlhem to the , p^blick, ^^s the very 
quinteJTeQce of Urji/mi nptwltbftaDding thoie 
giants wer^' knoym to be a^^^irctif ky ikcii^ 
tiing t)ie honour ^nd .the wpaji^b pf (fig* 



In mo|^ of th?/e nnnciidef the. ^q parties 
ieem to have ihifted opinions^ ii)ice their ij^- 
ftitutlofi iind^r king CSarUs the icot4 > fixA 
indeed to have gone very difierejft^ fr^ ifrJMt 
was expelled from each^ even 9.% th^ tjpif of ^ 
th^ re*volutiop. But as to that cp^^mingtho* 
^iemktr the 'whfgj have (b far |'^nouRce4 
it» that they are grown the greg^ advocates 
for his legitimacy : whkh |fives;9}e tl^epp-. 
portunijcy of vindicati^igva npblit da)&ey who 
was accufed of a blunder in the; l^ouie* when, 
upon a certain lord*s mentioning iSai^ f^etended 
prince, his grace told the lords, be muji be 
plain nvitb tbem, and call that perfin^ not tbe 
pretended priHctt but tbe pretended ^impeJUrs 
which was fo fai* from a blunder in that po* 
lite lord, as his Hl-willers give out, that it 
was only a refined way of delivering th^ 
avowed fentiments of his whole party. 

But 
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Btst to return : this was the ftate of prin* 
ciplesy when the Queen came to the crown) 
fome dme- after which it pleafed certain great 
Ferfonsy who had been all tiieir lives in tlie 

^altitude of t^ry profeiHon, to enter. int9 ^ 
treaty with-the- ^wbigs, from whom they could 
get better terms than from their old mends, 
who began to be refty, and would not allow 
monopolies of power and favour, not con- 
lent to carry on the war intirely at the ex- 
pence of the nation^ that 6iey might have 

' Penfions from abroad \ while another people^ 
more immediately conctrned in the war, trad- 
ed with the enemy as in times of p^ace j 

' whereas the, other party> whoie^ cafe appeared 
then as defptrate, was ready to yield to any 
conditions that would bring them into play, 
.And I ' cannot help afRrmifig^ that tliis na^ 
tion was made a facrifice to the ^ihmeafurable 
appetite ^f power and weaith in a vefyffw^ 
that fliall 1)6 namelefs, ^ho, in every ftep they 
made^ a6led dircAly a^ainft what they had 
always prof^lfed. And if his royal highne& 
the prince [j^] had died fome ^rs fooxter 
(who was a perpetual, check in their career) 
it is dreadful to think how far they might 
have proceeded. 

Since that time the bulk of the lAfhigs ap- 
peareth rather to be linked to a certain fet of 
ferfins, than any certain fet of principles 5 
fo that if I were to define a member of that 

[j] Prince George of Denmarh 

pa*ty, 
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in tbe late miniflfy'. And therefore whatever 
J have afftrme4 oi tjipbigs in any of t\^th pa- 
jwre, or obje^ed agaihft thenj, ought to be 
vnderftood either of tl\ofe who were partifans- 
of the late inen in power and privy to their. 
deAgns, or fuch who joined with ^hem froni 
9 hatred to our njonarch^f^ and church, as nn- 
beUevers and diilent^irs -of all ^ze$ ; qr ys^xk 
i|i ofHce; who had been guilty of much cor- . 
iTiption $nd djreaded a <*hange, which would. 
not only put a ftop to further abufes for -^he. 
^ture, but might perhaps introduce exami-r 
nations of what was paft ; or thofe who had: 
beeil top*. highly obligcid to quit their fupp6r-, 
ters witk' any ccttumon. decency; or laftlj^.* 
tjic monejf ^trader Si who could never hope, to 
make their markets fo well of premitims, and; 
eocorbitant inCereft» and high remittances, by 
any other adminiitration* 

Under thefe h^ads may be induced the 
whole body of thofe, whom I have al] along' 
i(nderftoQd for tukigs ^ for I do not include 
within this number any ^f thofe, who 
have been mifled by ignorance, or feduced 
hy plaufible pretences, to think bett^* of that 
fort of men than they deferve, and to -appre- 
bend mighty dangers :from their difgrace; 
becaufe, I believe, . t]i^ greateft part of fuch 
w^U-meaning people are now thoroughly con- . 
verted. 

And indeed it muft be allowed, that the . 
two fanatailick names of nviig and toty 
R ' have 
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Iiave at j^refest very little pelation to tlMb 

dpinionsy whkh were at firft thought to dif- 

finguifli tb«m. Whecvei" fmrmally p^ftflH 

himfelf to aj^rbve ^e rewbithttf to be agitnft 

fAiepreteBder^ tojv^ythe ivct^on in the 

bouie of Hanevfr, to think tht briti^ mo* 

Harchy not ablblute, but limited by law^ 

Which the executive po^Mrer cbuld not di^ieiire 

withy and to aUow an indulgence to ftiiipu- 

)ou9 confciences 3 fuch a man was content to 

be called a 'wbig. On the other fide^ who- 

iever aiTerted the 'Q^EBH'a hereditary right, 

that the perfons of princei were facred, ttcir 

lawful authority not t9 be refined on 'any 

pretence j nof even their uAijrpationo, withh- 

but tKe moft extreme neeeffity; that bivaches 

'in- the fuccefliop w<er» highly danj^erous} 

tfoLtfchifm yrns a great evil both in itielf and 

it$ cen&quences | that the ruin ef the ehwnh 

wo]uld probably be attended with that of the 

J^k ^ Jhat no pew^ fliould be tmfted vmth 

thpfewho are not of the eftablilhed rdtgi*n> 

fu€h a man wae ufually cidUed a Uiy, Now, 

aldiou^h the opinions of both theie are very 

toiafil^enty -^nd I really think are maintained 

at prefent by a great majority of ^ kin^ 

dotal { yet ttccording as 'men apprehend the 

«iaAger greater, either from the prttirndtr and 

his parfy, or frqm the violence arid cunning 

of other tgtmiis to the eon^itution, ib their* 

tommon difcourfes and reafonings turn cither 

td the iirft or fecond fet of thefc opinions I 

have mentioned, and thrv are coBMnently 

% . ftylcd 
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ftylcd either tviiigs or torie^. Which is^zf 
It two brothers aJ)prehen(W their Ifpniif 
would be fet upon, but di£igreed about the 
p\^€ from whence they^ thought the robierv 
would come, arid therefore would go differ* 
exit fides to. defend it;^; (hey muft teedf 
weaken and expofe daemrelves hy fucli a fif* 
panam) and To did we, on fy our cafe wa* 
worfe } for in order to keep off a iveakni 
mote enemy i from whom we could not fud- 
denly apprehend any danger^ we took, a 
neSrer and a ftronger one into the boufe, I 
make no comparifon at all between the two 
enemies $ paperj^ and fiofvery are without 
doubt the i^reateft and moft dreadful of any; 
but I may venture to affirm, that the fears * 
of thefe have not, at leaft fince the re*volu' 
tien, been fo clofe and prefHng upon us as 
that from /mother fa3ion\ excepting only 
one ihort period, when the leaders of that 
very fa£lion invited the abdicating king to 
return ; *of which I have formerly taken no- 
tice. 

Having thus declared, what fort of per- 
fons I have always meant under the deno- 
mination of ^higSy it will be eafy to Ihew 
whom J underftand by tories. Such whofe 
principles in church and ftate are what I 
have above related 5 whofe a£lions are de- 
rived from thence, and who have no at- 
tachment to any fet of minifters, further than 
as they are friends to the conftitution in all 
its parts j but wiJI do their utmoft to fave 
R * their 
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their princfe and country, ^whoever be at thfc 
bclmi 

By; thefe defcriptions of *tJohig and tnryy 
Tain fenfible'thofe names are gi^en to feve- 
" ral perfons very nndeftr^edly \ and that 
jnany a man is called by one or the other; 
^ho has not the leaft title to the bhmoe' oi- 
praife I have beftowed oft each of the« 
throughotit my papersi ^ 



NtjM^' 
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the 'whigi, who comforted themfeUes, that 
the change of minlftry and parliament would 
infallibly p«it v$ all into confuiiony increafe 
ourdivifiona,.anddeftrovour credit, wherein 
I fuppoie by this time tiuey are equally unde* 

But diis ioiig lielRon being in a manner 
ended, which feveral circumibuices, and one 
accident altogether unforefeen, have drawn 
out beyond the. uAial time j it may be Tome 
fmall piece of juilice to fo excellent, an. af* 
fcmbly barely to miction, a few of thoi^ great, 
things they have done for the fervice of their. 
Q^££N and country^ which I iliall take no* 
tice of juft as they come to.mv memory. 

The eredit of the naition . b^an mightily 
to fuifer'by a dircouii.t upoti Exchequer bills, 
which have been generally reckoned the fmeft 
and moft facred of all (ecurities. The pre- 
fent krd trtafurery then a member of the 
houie of commonly p*'opo£ed a method which 
w^s immediately complied with> of rairing* 
them to a /«r yii^ fp€cie\ and fo they have . 
ever fmce continued. ., . * 
• The Brit\fb cdofties of Vle<vis and ^/, 
Chrifiapber's had been miferably plundered by. 
the Frembt their houfes burnt, th«^ planta-r 
tions deftroye<!^ and many of the inhabitants 
cairied • away nrifoners y they bad- often for 
lome years |«n implied in vain for relief froni 
l^nce^ until the present parliament, cot^fir,. 
dering thciif .condition a«^a care>of jnftice and^ 
mercy, Koted thena one hundred thoi^fand- 
pounds by way of recotnpcnce in ioxat ms#*; 
ner for their fufferings, Some 
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Some pef fons, whom the voice of the na- 
tion authorizeth me to call her enemies, tak- 
it)g* advantage of the general naturalization 
a6V,*had invited over a great number of fo- 
reigner^ of all religions under the name of 
palatines, who underftood no trade or handi- 
craft, yet rathdr choife to beg than tabouri 
who, befides infefting ©ur ftreets, bred con- 
tagions difeafes, by which we loft in nati'ves 
thrice the number of what we gained in^- 
reigners. The houfe of commons, as a re- 
ni^y againft this evil, brought in a bill for 
repealing that a£l of general fiaturalization | 
which, to the fufprize of mOft people, was 
rt]tSied by the lords. And up<m this occa- 
lion I mnft allow myfelf to have been juftly 
rebuked by one of my w;eekly monitors for 
preteridi-ngj in a former paper, to hope that 
law would be repealed; wherein the com- 
mons being difappointcd„ took care however 
to fend many of the Palatines away, and to 
rcprefent their being invited over as a perni- 
cious counfeL • • 

The quaRfication-biUy incapacitating all 
men to-fei-ve (n parliament, who have not 
fbme eftate in hind eitheir in pofleflion or cer- 
tain rcveriion, . is perhaps the greateft Secu- 
rity that ever was contrived fer preferving 
the conftkutSon, which tJtiierwife might in a 
little time lie i wholly at the mercy of the 
fnoni$d inlftfeft* And dnce much the greateft 
part of the, taxes is paid, either imm^iiately 
fl-om' land, or from its produ£ibion$» it is but 
commoBf juftice, that thofc, who are the pro- 

prietors. 
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NUMBER XLIV. 

Thurfday, Jane 7, 17x1, 

Magna ws efi magnum nwnent unum et idim 
' fenttenHs fenatus. 



W 



rHOEVER calls to mind the clamour 
and the calumny, the artificial fears and 
jealoufies, the ihamefiil mifreprefentation of 
pcrfons and of things, that were raifed and 
ipi«ad by-th« leaders and inftniments of a 
cirtmH paru^ upon the change of the laft 
miniftry andf diflblution of parliament ; if he 
bfe a true lover of his country, muft feel a 
mighty pleafure, although mixed with fome 
indignation, to fee the wiihes, the conjeflures, 
the endeavours of an inveterate fa^ion in- 
ti4«ly difappointed 5 and this important period 
wholljr ipent in reftoring the prerogative of 
the i>rince, and liberty to the fubjctt j in re- 
forming paft abufes and preventing future, 
fupplying old deficiencies, providing for 
debts, reftoring the clergy to their rights, * 
and taking care of the neceffities of the 
church 5 and all this unattended with any of 
thofe- misfortiines, which fome men hoptd 
for, while they pretended to fear. 

For my own part I muft confefs, the diffi- 

cttities dppeare4 fo great to me from fuch a 

noife and'ihe^^ of oppofition, that I thought 

nothing, but the ablbltite neceiHty of aft'airs 

R 3 couiJ 
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could ever juftify fo daring an attempt. But 
a wife and good prince, at the head of an 
able mlniilry* and of a^ fenate freely: chofen, 
all united to puifue the true intererf of their 
country^ is a power<, . ag$Eii\ft .which the little 
inferior politicks of any Fa6tion will be able 
to make no li»Qg reitdane^ Tcthift we ma^ 
add one additional ftrengtb» whichi in the 
opinion of our adverfaries, is the grreateft 
and jufteilrof bi^yi 1> mettn (he <u(ni f^pnHy 
fo indifputably declarative on the fame fide.' 
I am apt to believe, w^Mithcfe dilcardedpo* ' 
liticians begin fertonflyto confer all thi% 
they will think it pro{)«9r to(gi^ oat, and r«- 
ferve their wiidom for iom^ iQore ^onvemea^ 
)\in£lure. l 

It is pleafant enough to. obfefve^ that thoic 
who were the chief inftrument» of rai(ing 
the noife, who ftarted fear% .bofp^iltie danr 
^era, and formed omino)i« prog!iK>ftick«» 
in order to fcare the Mes^ to ipirit the 
^rench^ and fright ignorant pe^le at'HomiB» 
hUde uie of thofe very opiniona theiafelves 
had broached, for arguments to prove, that 
the change of romifters was dimgerous and 
uj>feafonable. But if a houfe htfnwpt^ th« 
more occafion there ia for fuch a wo)!k> tl*e 
more duft ii will, raife \ if it be going to HcfJ«» 
the repairs t liowever ijeceffaiyi will makt a 
ftoi/et and dtfiuth the ^eigbhurSood awhile.: 
And as to the rejoicings made in Sr^mcfp if 
it be true that they. had any, ufpom the fienlns- 
of thofe alterations among us i their joy wa» 
giounded upon th^ /am4 b'ppes vr'Hh.tk^ of. 

the 
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i)rietors, ihould appoint what portion of it 
ought to go to the fupport of the publick | 
othenvife'the cngroflers of money would be 
apt to lay heavy loads ch others, whicH 
ffiemfelyes nevfer touch with one of their fiii- 

The publick debts were io prodigioufly 
increafed )^y the negligence and corruption 
of thofe, who had betn managers of the re- 
venue, that the late irtinifters, like carelefs' 
men who run out their fortunes, wefre fo far 
from any thoughts of payment, . that they 
fiad not the coursi^ to ftate or compute them. 
Tlje parliament-^ound> that thirty-five mil- 
lion's had never been accounted for; and that 
the debt on the liavy, wholly tmprovlded for, 
amounted to nine milfions. The late chan^ 
cellar of the Exchequer lz]y fuitable to his 
ttanfcendent genius for publick affairs, pro- 
pofed a fund to be fecurity for that immenfe 
debt, which is now confirmed by a law, and 
is likely to prove the greateft reftoration and 
cftablifnment of the kingdom's credit: Not 
eontent with this, the legiflatiire hath ap- 
pointed commiflioners of accbmpts to Ififpcft 
into paft mifmankgements of the publick mo- 
ney, and prevent them for the future: 

I have in a former paper mentioned the aft 
for builcRng fifty new churches in London 
sind Wefiminfter^ with a fund appropriated for 
that pious and noble work. But while I am 
ihenttbning afts of pifety, it would be unjuft 
io conceal m^ lord high treafurer's concern 
. [*] Earl of Oxfird, 

for 
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for religion, which hath extended even lo 
anpther kingdom : hi$ lordihip having ibme 
months ago abtained of her majeily, the Br& 
fruits and tenths to the clergy of Ireland, ^% 
he is known to have before done to that ien 
verend body here [a]. 

The a£k for carrying on » trade to ther 
South-fea, propofed by the fame great per- 
ipji, whofe thoughts are perpetually employ-, 
ed, and ever ^ith fuccels, on the good of 
hiS'country, will, in all probability, if duly 
executed, he of mighty adyanjtage to flie 
kingdom, and an eTerlailing honour to the 
pre&nt parliament. 

I micht. go on further, and mention that 
feafonaok.law againft cxccflive gaming \ the 
putii<*ig a.ftop to tliat fcandalous fraud of 
fialfc iiuiilers in the guards }\ tbe diligent 
and efe^Kual ejiquliymade by tlie commons, 
into leveral grofs abuTes^ X nii^ht produce 
^many inftam:es of their impartial juftice in' 
deciding coritroverted eleftions againft forr 
mer exampky ^nd great provocations to reta- 
jjate. I might fliew their chearful readinefs 
ia giraiiting fuchrrvaft fuppliesj their great 
unanimity, not to be broken hy all the aits 
of a malicious and., cimning faction j their. 
unfei§:ned duty to.tlic QlJEEN ; and laftly, 
that leprefentation made to her majafty fioju 
the houi'e of commons, difcoyering fuch a 
fpiiit and dirppfjtion in that noble adombly 
to redrefs all thofe -evils, which a long male- 
^minillrat-ion had brought- upon us. 

[a} Sec the author's letters t© archbiihop Kirgm, 

.It 
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It U probable, that, tnifting only to my 
mcnipry, I may hav^'omiitted mnny things of 
|;reat importance ; nieither do I pretend fdi*- 
ther in the compafs of the paper, than to 
give the world lomc general^ howevef im- 
' perfe6^, idea how worthily this great aflera- 
bly harfi difchargfd the tmft of thofe, who 
lb freely chofc them 5 and what we may 
reasonably hope and expeft from the piety, 
cowage, wifdom, and loyalty of fuch excel- 
lent patriots in a time fo fruitful of occaiions 
to exert the greateft abilities. 

And now I conceive the main deiign I 
had in writing theft papers is fully executed: 
A ^reat majorifjr of the nation is at length 
thoroughly convinced, that the Quken pror' 
needed with the higheft wifdom in changing 
her miniftry and parliament 1 .that under a 
ipi-mer a4miniftration the greateft abufes of 
all kinda were committed, gnd the moft dan-^ 
gerous^ attempts agaiaft the conflitution for 
fome time intended. The mrfaolc kingdom 
finds the prefent perfons in jiower diredlly and 
openly purfuing the true 'iervice of their 
Q!JtBl9 and country J and to be fuch, whom 
their moft bitter enemies canhot tax witJi bri- 
bery, covetoufiicfs, ambition, pridej info- 
lenc^ or any pernicious principles in religion 
or government. 

For ray own particular, thofe little- bark- 
ing curs, which have!fo conftantly purfuei 
me, I take to be of no further coilfequrencc 
to what I have written, than the fcotting 
Haves of old, placed behiii^ the* chariot to 

put 
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put the general io mii)c| of. his mortality i 
which was but a thing of forrn^ ahd madq 
no (lop or difturbonce ia the &ow. How* 
ever, if thofe perpetual fiiarleris againft me 
had the fame defign, I muft own they have 
effefiually cojnpafled it; ilnce i^othing can 
well be more mortifying than to refleft, that 
I- am of the fame fpecies with creatures ca- 
pable of uttering fo much fcuiTility, dulnefs, 
taliliood, and impertinence, to die icfdodal 
^d difgrace of human nature [A], \ 

[^] As N?. 13. wa» the firft .of thcfe papers 
writicn by Dr. Stoz/^, N^. 44. was tke laft. Six 
more have been printed in the Irijb Edition, which 
IS a proof, among many others, that He was not 
the Editor. ' In a Letter of hl$ to Stella^ dated 
June 7th, 171 fi the day on which the Examiner 
N''. 44, was pobliftied, there is the following pa- 
ragraph : ** As for the Exdminer^ I have" heard a 
^ whifper, that ftfter that of this dAy, whidi tell9' 
'f-whac this parliament has dofie, you will 'havdly 
*' find them W good : I prophefy they will be trafh 
^* for the future ; and methinks in this day*s Exa* 
<^ m\ner the Avtbbr. jCaililcs doubtfully, as if he 
*\ wduld wirite no more, fo that if they go qp^ they 
'5 may^ probably be by ibme other hand ; which in 
*^ my opinion is a thpufand pities 5 but w)io can 
" help it ? Pbfcrvc whether the change be dif- 
*« covered in huhlin ; 'only for your own ciiriofity/* 
la a fubfcqucnt Letter, dated j4ugufl 24th, he fayj, 
*"' the Examiner hzi been down this Month, and 
'« was very filly thefifcor fix laft papers.'* * 

• 5 . t 5PME. 
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A BOUT the year, when her late majeily 
•^^ of ble/Tcd m^^mory thought proper to 
change her noiniftry, and brought in Mr. 
Haru^t Ml*. -J/. Jobn^ Sir Simon Harcourt, 
asid iome others i .the iirft of thefe being made 
an earl and lord treafurer, he was foon after 
blamed by his fnendafor not making a gene- 
ral fweep' of all the fwbigs, as the latter did 
of their adverfaries upon hex majefty's death, . 
when they came into power. At that time a , 
great number of parliament men, amounting 
to above two hundred, grew fo warm upon 
^e flownefs of the treafurer in this part, that 
they formed themfelves into a body under 
the name of the O^ober Club, and had many 
xaeetings to confult upon fome methods, that 
might fpur on thofe in power, fo that they 
might maks a quicker aifpatch in removing 
all of the <wbig leaven from the employments 
they dill poiTeSed. To prevent the ill confe- 
quences of this tiifcontent among fo many 
worthy members, the reft of the miniftry 
joined with the treafuVer, partly to pacify, 
and partly to divide, thofe who were in greater 
hafte than moderate men thought convenient. 
It was well known, that the fuppofed author 
me^ a confiderable number of this club in a 
pufaiick houie, where be convinced them very 
plainly of the treafurer's fincerity wi^ many 
of thofe very reafons, which are urged in the 
following difcourfe, belides fome others, 
S a which 
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which were, not fo proper to appear at tha(t 
time in print. 

The treafurei-alledgedy in his defenee, that ' 
Inch a treatment would not confi^ with pni- 
dence, becaufe there were man^ employments 
to be beftowed, which' required ftill and 
practice; that feveral gentlemen, who pof- 
feflfedthem, had been longverfed, very loyal 
to her majefty, had never been violent pardr 
men, and were ready to fkll into all hones 
mealbi-es for the fervice of their queen and 
country. But however, as office^became va- 
cant, ne would humbly recommend ^o her 
majefty thofe gentlemen, ^^Fhoffe principled with 
regard both to church and ftate his friends 
would approve of; and he would be ready to 
accept their recommendations. Thus the 
earl proceeded in procuring employments for 
thofe, who deferved theiii by their faoneftjy 
and abilities to execute them ; which I con-- 
fefs to have been a fingularity not very likely 
to be imitated. However the gentlemen of 
thi^ club ftill continued uneafy that no qutcker 
progrefs was made in removals, until tfaofe 
who were lead violent began tofoften a little, 
or, by dividing them, the whole aiiair drop- 
ped. During this difficulty, we have been 
affured, that the following diftourfe was very 
feafonablypubliflied with great fuccefs 5 fhe^* 
iflg" tlie difficulties that the earl of Oxford lay 
under, and his real defire, that all perfoira in 
employment (hould be true loyal churchmen, 
zisalous for her majefty's honour and fafety, 
at well as for the fucceffion in- the houfe of 

Ham'uer^ 
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Hanover, if' lihe queen (hould happen to die 
without iflue. This difcourfe having been 
publiflied about the year 171 1> ^nd many of 
the /a£h forgotten, would not have be^. 
generally underftood without fome explana- 
tion, which we have now endeavoured to 
give, becaafe it 'feems a point of hiftory too' 
materia] to be toft; We owe, thi» piece of 
intelligence to an intimate of die fuppofed 
author •• 

* See a fuller account, both of this (jl v B and of 
llie method! by which it was reduced, in vol; xv. 
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AD V I C E 

. Humbly offered tA tke 
Members of the October-Club. 

Gentlemen, 
C I N C £ the firft Inftitutian of your foclety, 

• I have always thought yeu capable of the 
greateil things. Such a, number of perfons, 
members of parliament, true lover^ of our 
conftitution in church and ftate, meeting at 
certain time»» and mixing bufinefs and con* 
verfatlon tpgetker without the forms and con- 
ftraint neceSary to be obferved in pubh'ck 
afTemblies, mud very much improve each 
other's underftan^ing, correft and €x your 
judgment, and prepare yourfelves againft any 
defigns of the oppohte paity. Upon the open- 
ing of this feiTion, an incident hath happened, 
to provide again ft the confequences whereof 
will require your utmoft vigilance and a^li- 
cation. All this laft fummer the enemy was 
working under ground, and laying their 
train ; they gradually became more frequent 
and bold in their pamphlets and papers, 
while thofe on our fide were dropped, as if 
we had no farthei- occafion for them. Some 
time before, an opportunity fell into their 
hands, which they have cultivated ever fince | 
and thereby have endeavoured in fome fort 
to turn (hofe arts against «3, which had been 
ft) effeftually employed to their ruin : a plain 
demonftration of their fuperior ikill at. in- 
trigue 5 to make a ftratagem fucceed a fecond 

timey 
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timet 9x4 tbifr even againft thpfe yrbo firft 
tried it upoa them. I know not whether this 
oppprtimity. I have mentioned cpuld hav$ bteen 
prevejated. tiy any care without ftraining a 
very Und^r - pointy which thofe ciiiefly con- 
cerned :avpided by all means, becaufe it might 
feem % Cftuoi^rpaft; qC wi>at they had fo much 
«Qndemj^d in ^eif predece0brs$ although 
it is certain the'two cafes were widely differ- 
ent i < and if policy had once got the better 
of good. niUure^ all had been f^fe, for there 
wa» no- other dai^ger in view :, bi^t the <;onfe- 
quen^es df .(hit were forefeen from tlie begin^^ 
ning : and thofe who ke^t the nvatch had 
early '^ac^pg of it. It would have, been a 
ttiafter-piece of. prudence in this cafe to have 
made a friend oi an enemy* But whether 
that wer$,po{n!>le to :be c6mpa0ed> or whe- 
ther it were ever atten^pted, . i^ now too late 
tp enquire., ..AU accommodation wfis ren- 
dered defp^ate by an unlucky proceeding 
fome months, ago zt\ Wind/or^ wliijich, was,a. 
declaration .qf w<9f too frank >an(l generous- 
for that fktuatio;n of affjiiirsi .^n^a. I am told,^ 
was .net;, sipprpv^^by a -certain gr^at.minifter.,^ 
It was obvious to fuppofe, that iu a j>articu-^ 
la^ .wh^^, the honoi^ and int^reft pf ^^ ,i^^j 
hand-^ers dof clpfely united with fhofe ora- 
'imfe, hetmight <be fuw of h^r,,utmofl; cadea'-. 
voui's for hi^j>i'of^£lioi^j although ihe aeither . 
loved nor eiteoined l^im* The (langer ofj 
loilng |H>wer)i . favour, pront^ and a ihelter 
from domejjick, tyranny t were ftrong incite-, 
ments to ^ up, a wprking bf^iin, early, ^^^0- ^ 
S 4 tiied 
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tiif^ ki atll ^i4ie trls df JiitfiguiDgi. N«kKer U 
it fafe to count upon the wesfbncfs of ainr 
tnan^t'vndci^huidHi^, who is thoroughly pou 
iefS*d with the spirit of rerengp to ftamn 
hit invention : nothing elfe is required oe- 
iides obfequmifHifs and affidiA^ 5 - which, as 
they are often the talents of wolh who havo 
no better, fo thev are apt to make ImptfeflUnt 
upon the btfi ^jApreattfi mindf* . > 

It was no fmall advantage to iihe dgfigi^h^ 
forty y 'that, irn€e the advtoture at Wmdfort 
the pif^fln «« 'puifdm ivefi mutb -defend ,m^ 
long abfent 'by (iticnefs j which hindered him 
irom puriuing tho& meafures, that nimfters 
ibre in ^pnidefice-fbrced to take to diE^dlid dieir 
coantry and themfeWes againift iin irHtated 
fa^iota. The negvtiators on the other fiifo 
improved -this favourable coti|un^re to the 
utmoft $ and, by an unparalleled boldneft, 
acccom^hied with many fallhoods,- '{lerfii'aded 
tiertain'lords ^who We¥t a)i^a% 4n 'the fiune 
principle, but were ftfraid of maJEing a wnong 
ftep, left it iliould lead Ihfm mt$ of tbeir 
€Wtti3^fSfntd the elit^} that 'voting 4n appear* 
ance againft -the court would be the ftfeft 
ctTut;^ to ^void the danger they^moft appre« 
fa^ded, which was that of IdfiAg- ^ir pen* 
fions; and their opinions, when* produced, 
would, byTedmingiy contradiding their in* 
teref^, fiave aii appouvnce of virtue into the 
biirgarn. Thi«,>with fome atgutaents^ mora 
^mediate ponver^ went far in preduci% that 
ftrange unexpe6ied turA we have f© lately 
feen,i and froni-whieh our adverihms l«ckoB« 

ed 
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cd upon fiich wonderful effe^s 1 and fome of 
them, particularly my lord chief juflice» began 
to a£l aa if all were already in their power. 

Buty although the more immediate causes 
of this defertxon were what I have above -re- 
lated, yet I am apt to think, it would hardly 
liaye been attempted, or at leaft not have 
fucceededj but for a prevailing opinion, that 
the church party and the mininers had differ- 
ent views, or at leaft were not fo firmly 
united as they ought to have been^ It was 
comoionly faid, and, I fuppofe, not without 
ibme ground of truth, that many gentlemen 
of your 'dub were difcontented to find fo 
Sttle done \ that they thought it looked as if 
pewle were not in earmfii that they expeded 
to (ee a thorough change with refpeA to em* 
ployments; and, although evervman could 
not be provided for, yet when all places were 
filled with perfons of good principles, there 
would be fewer complaints and lefs danger 
from the other party \ that this change was . 
koped for all laft fummcr, and even to tho 
opening of the feffiony. yet nothing done. On 
the other hand, it was urged by fome, in fa« 
▼our of the miniftry, that it was impofiible to 
find emplbvments for out pretender in twen- 
ty; and therefore, in gratifying one, nine- 
teen would be difobliged s but, while all had 
leave to hope, they woidd all endeavour to 
deferve : but tliis again was efteemed a very 
Ihallow policy, which viras too eafily feen 
through, mult foon come to an end, and 
would cauie a general difcontent | w^th twen- 
S 5 ty 
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ty other obje6^ions to which it was liable: 
^nd, indeed, confidering the (hort life of mi> 
niftcrs in otir climate, it was with fomc rea- 
fon thought a little hard, that thoie for whom 
any employment was intended, fhould, by 
fuch a delay, be probably deprived of half 
their benefit ; not to mention^ that a miniftry 
is beft confiiined, when all infisrior Queers 
are in its interefV. 

» I have fet this cau(e of complaint in the 
ftrongeft 4ight, although my dengn is to en- 
deavour that it fl)oup have no manner of 
weight with you, as I am confident our ad- 
verfaries counted upon, and do ftill expe^l to 
find mighty advantages by it. 

But k is necefl'ary to fay fomethins to this 
objeftion, which in all appearance lieth' fo 
hard iJpon the prefent miniftry* What tfhall 
I offer upon fo tender a point ? How (hall I 
convey an anfwer that none will apprehend, 
except thofe for whom I intend it ? I have 
often pitied the condition of great minifters 
upon feveral accounts; but never fo much 
upon any, as when their duty obliges them 
to bear the blame and envy of a6^ions> for 
which they will not be anfwerable in the next 
world, althou|;h they dare not convince the 
preient, until it is too late. This letter is 
lent you, gentlemeny from no mean hand, 
nor from a perfon uninformed, although for 
the reft as little concerned in point of intereft 
for anv change of miniftiy, as raoft others of 
his fellow- fubjeas. I may therefore alTume 
fo much to njyfelf, as to delire yoq will de- 
pend 
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pCBd'upom ky that a fhort dme Will make 
manifeft, how little ithe defeft you complain - 
of ou^rht miie at thai doQr, whire yourepe*- 
mies would be glad .to fee you place it. 'The 
^feft-man^ who is not very Hear jthe fpring 
of aifairsy but ricws them only in thdtr iffues 
and events, will be apt to fix appkufes and 
reproaches in the wrong placef ; which is the 
true cauie of a* weaknefs, that I.irever yet 
knew great mintftert without ; I mean their 
heing deaf to all advice: for, if aperfonof 
tile ' bed underftanding offers his opinion in a 
point wiiere he is not matter of all the cir- 
cumftances (which perhaps are not to be told), 
it is a hundred^ to one but he runs into an 
ab&irdity: fi;om whence: it is, that minifters 
falily conclude themfelvcs to be equally wifer 
than others in general things, where the com- 
mon reafo'n of mankind ought to be the 
judge, and is probably lefs byalTed than 
theirs, I have known a great man of excel- 
leftt parts blindly purfue a point of ho im- 
portance, apinft the advice of every friend 
he had, until it ended in his ruin. I have 
feen great abilities rendered utterly ufelefs by 
unaccountable and unneceffary delays and by - 
xliificulty of acceis, by which a thoufand op- 
portunities are fuifered to. cfcape. I have ob- , 
iervcd the flrottgefi JbbuUers to (Ink under too 
great a load of.buiinefs, for want of divid- 
ing a due proportion among others. Theft, 
and more that might be named, are obvisus • 
failings, which every rational man may be 
^9Wfd to difcem, as well as laqi^n^ } ^^^^ 
^ ■ - i i yvhcieia 
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^ertin the ^wifeft minsfter may otcotrtf ad- 
vice from otherfof infenor uaderftuidiDg. 
But iYi thofe aliens where we arenot thonnigh- 
ty kiformed of al'i the motives and ctrcom- 

ftances, k is hardly potCMey thafr-oor judg- 
tnent tkoxAd not be miibiLei». I have bften 
been •one of the com|)acDy, where we have ail 
blamed a meafixse taken, whkh hath after* 
wai*ds tn^ved the only one that eouid pofliblv 
have iueoeeded. Nay, I havekaown thou 
very men,^^ho have tormerly been in the fe- 
rret of affairs, when a new &tt of people hatfa 
come in, oftering tha'r refijsementsa^d conjee- 
tares in a very ^ laufible mannerupon- what waa 
pafling, aftd widely err inallthey.advanced. 

Whatever occafions may have been given 

for complaints, that enough bath nst he§m 

^nsy thofe complaints ihould not be carried 

ib'far as to make us forget tvbat hath been 

dineJi ndiich at Brik was a gireat deal mone 

than we hoped, or thought pra^cal^le ^ and 

yon mfiy be afilired, tfiar fo niuch coQra|ft 

and addrefe were not employed in the begin •« 

ningof fo great a work withcuita refolution 

of carrying it. through, as HSl as oppoituni- 

n^ would offbr. Any of the mod; Anguine 

.gentlemen in your dub 'would gladly have 

,<fompoiinded two years ago to have beealaf- 

fured of feeing. a£^irs in the prefent Htuation i 

it is principally to the abilities of one gfeat 

. MMur, that you, gemlement owe dje liapptneft 

cf meeting tog'ethw to cultivate good prin« 

ciplcs, and form yourfelves into a body for 

defending, your conatry aj^nft a reftleis and 

dangerous 
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dangerotts failion. It is to the fame we all 
owe that mighty change in the moft impor* 
tsmt poftsiot the kingdom $ that we fee the 
iacred peribn of our prince encomps^ed by 
thofe, whom we ourfelves would have^rhofen, 
if it had been left to our power : and, if every 
thing beiides that you could wiih hath not 
been hitherto done, you will be but jufl to 
impute it to fome powerful although unkno^wn 
ui^tlimeHtSy wherein the miniftry is more to 
be. lamented than blamed. But there is grood 
reafon to hope, from the vigorous proceeding's 
of the court, that thefe impediments will, in 
a fliort time, . effe^hially be removed : and 
one gnat motive to haften the removal of 
tliem will doubtlefs be the reflexion upon ' 
thofe dangerous consequences, which had like 
to have enfued upon not removing them b^* 
fore. Beiides, alter fo plain and formidable 
a convi6^ion that mild and moderate methods 
meet with iio other reception or return, than 
to ferve as opportunities to the infatiable ma- 
lice of an enemy; power will awake to vin- 
dicate itfelf, and difarm its oppofers, at ieaft 
of all cfferifwe loeapont. 

Coafider, if you pleafe, how hard befet 
the prefent minittry hath been on every fide : 
by the impoflibility of carrying on the war 
any longer without taking the moft defperate 
courfes 5 or of recovering Spiun from the 
houfe of Bourbotty although we could con- 
tinue it many years longer ; by the clamours 
of a faction againft any peace without that . 
condition^ which the qiou knowing among 
% thsmfelves 
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themfelres fl lowed to be impra^lficable : by 
the fecret cabals of foreign itimifters^ who 
have enderaoured to inflame our people, and 
fpiritecivup a finking faction to blaft all our 
endeavours for peace with thoie popular re- 
proaches of France and tht pretender : not to 
mention the dahgei* they have been in from 
private injinuations offucb a wature as it was al- 
moft impofRble to fence againft. Thefe clouds 
now begin to blow over, and thofe who are at 
the helm will have leifure to look about them,^ 
and compleat what yet remains to be done. 

That obnfederate body, wfliich now makes 
up the adverfe party, condfteth of an union fo 
.nionfi:rous and unnataral, that in a little 
time it rauft of necefHty fall to pieces* Th« 
dijfenters with reafon think themfelvos be- 
trayed and fold by their brethren. What 
they have been told, that the prefent bill a- 
gainft occafional conformity vyas to prevent a 
greater evil, is an ei^cufe too grofs to pafs ; 
and if any other profound refinement wero 
pieant, it is now come to nothing, There-^ 
maining feftions of the party have no other 
tie, but that of an inveterate hatred and ran- 
cour againft thofe in power, without agree- 
ing iir any other common intereft, not cement- 
ed by principle or perfonal friendfliip : I 
fpeak particularly of their leaders j and al- 
though I know that court enmities ai-e as 
inconltant as its friendships, yet, from the 
difference of temper and prmciple, as well as 
the fears remainmg of former animofities^ 
I am pcvfuacjed Ui?!*' kagws wili not be ©f 

lopg 
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long continuance : I know feveral of them, 
who will never pardon thofe with whom they 
are now in confederacy ; and when once they 
fee the prefent miniftry thoroughly fixed, they 
will grow weary of hunting upon a cddfcent^ or 
playing a dejferate game^ and crumble away. 

On the other fide, while the malice of that 
party continues in vigour, while they yet feel 
the biniifes of their fall, which pain them a-^^, 
frefli fince their late difaff ointment y they will 
leave no art^ untried to recover themfelves ; 
and it behoves all, who have any regard 
for the fafety of the Queen or her kingdfim, 
to join unanimoufly againft an adverfary, who 
will return full fraught with vengeance upon 
the ftrft opportuniy that fhall offer : and this 
perhaps is more to be regarded, becaufe that 
party fcem yet to have a referve q|" hope in 
the Jame quarter from nvbence their laft rein^. 
for cement came. Neither can any thing cul- 
tivate this hope of theirs (b much as a difa- 
greemcnt among ourfelve» founded upon a 
jealoufy of the miniftry, who, I think, need 
no better a teftimony of their good intenti- 
ons, than the inceflant rage of the f arty-lead- 
ers 2gz.in{i them. 

There is one fault which both fides are apt 
to charge upon themfelves, and very gener- 
oufly commend their adverfaries for the con- 
trary virtue. The tvries acknowledge, that 
tfce ivhtgs out-did them in rewarding theii;' 
friends, and adhering to each other : the 
«wbigs allow the fame to the tories. I am apt 
p thinks that the former may a litUe excel 
I the 
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the latter in this point ; for doubtleis di0 
t»ries are lefs vindi^ive of the two $ and 
whoever is remifs in pun^ing^ will probably 
be fo in renuarding ; although, at the fame 
tin>ej I well remember the clamours often 
raifed during the reign of that party againft 
tiie leaders, by tho(e- who thought their merits 
were not rewarded $ and they had reafon on 

, their (ide, becaufe it is, no doubt, a mif- 
fortune to forfeit honour and <omfdence foe 
nothing: bv^t furelythe cafe is very different 

. at this time» when whoever aidheres to the 
adminiftratton, doth fervice to GoD, his 
prince, and his country, as well as contri- 
butes to kis own private intereft and £^ety. 

But, if thenvbtg leaders were more grate- 
ful in rewarding their friends, it muft be a- 
vowed lik^ife, that the bulk of them w«re in 
general more zealous, for the fervice of their 
party, even when abftrafted from any pri- 
vate advantage, as might be obferved an a 
thoufand inftances $ for which I would like- 
wife commend them, if it were not natural 
for mankind to be more wleut iu Mi ill caufif 
thark a good one. 

The perpetual difcord of fa6^ions, with 
feveral changes of late years in the very na- 
ture of our government, have« controlled 
many maxims among us. The ^ourt and • 
country party, which uied to be the old divi- 
fion, leems now tp be ceafed, or fufpended 
for , better times and ivor/e princes. The 
Queen and miniftry are at this time fuUy 
in the true intereft of the kingdom j and there- 
fore 
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fore tiie cimrt «nd nwitty 9Xt of a fide $ and 
the fwbigs, who originally were of the latter^, 
arc now of nather, but an independent fac- 
tioA* aurfed up by the neceffities or m^fiakes of 
a late gjoodi akboitgb unexp^enctdy prince. 
Cgurt and country ought therefore to join 
their forces againft thae common enemies* 
tintil they are entirely difperied and difabled* 
Itk'cnoagh to arm ourfelves againft theip> 
when we confider that th&greateft misfortunes 
which can befall the nation, ane what would 
anfwer their mttreft and their ivifia \ a per- 
petual war iBcreaies their money, breaki 
and beggars their landed enemies. The ruin of 
' the chunch would pkaie the difenters^ deiftsp 
and ^ociniattSg whereof the body of their par* 
ty Confifb. A commonwealth, or a proteSl-' 
tfr, would gratify the republican principles 
of fome, and the ambition of others amon|; 
them. 

I would infer ^rom hence, that no difcon* 
tents of an znfenor nature, fuch I mean as I 
have already mentioned, (hould be carried 
io far as to cive any ill impreflion of the 

Srefent miuaiEry. If all things have not 
een hithenCb done as you, gentlemen^ could ' 
xcaibnably ^ifli, it can be imputed only td 
^tfeeret infiruments of that fa^^ion. The 
truth of this hath appeared from fome late 
incidents more vifibly than formerly. Nei- 
ther do I believe that any one will now make 
a doubt, whetlicra certain per/on be in earn- 
eft J after the united and avowed endeavours of 
a whole party to ftrike diredly at hit head. 

^ Whea 
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When it happens, by feme private crofs in- 
trigues, that a g^eat man hath not the power 
which is thought due to hia ftation, be will 
however probably defire the reputation of it, 
without which he neither can preierve the- 
dignity, nor hardly eo through the com- 
inon bufinefs, of his place $ yet it is that re* 
putation to which he owes all the envy and 
hatred of x)thers, as well as his own dif* 
<|uiets. I Mean time, his ezpe6ting friends 
impute ail their difappointments to fome 
deep deiign, ' or his dcfeftof good will ; 
and his enemies are fure to cry np his ex- 
cefs df power, eipecially in thofe points 
where they are confident it is- moft fiiortened* 
AiminiA:er, in this difficult cafe, is fome- 
times forced to preferve his credit by for- 
bearing what is in his power, for fear of 
difcovering how far tlie limits extend of 
what is not j or, perhaps, for fear of View- 
ing an inclination contrary to that of his 
mafter^ Yet all this while he lies under the 
]*eproaeh of delay, unfted^ntfs, or ^want vf 
fincerity. So that there are many inconveni- 
ences and dangers either in difcovering or 
concealing the want of powiei^. Neither is it 
Rai^dto conceive that miniilers may happen 
to fufFer for t\itJins$ftberpredsceJforSy who, by 
their great abufes and monopolies of power 
and favour^ have taught piinces to b^ more 
thrifty for the future in the diftribbtion of 
both. And as, in common lift, whoever 
Hath been long confined is very fond of his 
liberty, and will not eafily . endure the very 
. . ' appearance 
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ai^ieacaiice of reftraint, even from thofe who 
liavc been the inftruments of fetting^him 
free ; fo it is with the recovery of power, 
which is ufually attended with ao undif- 
tinguiibed jealoufy, left it fhould be again 
inTaded. In fuch a juncture, I cannot dif- 
cover, why a wif^and honeftman ftiould ven- 
ture to place himfelf at the hesid of affairs 
upon any otlier regard than thefafety of his 
conntiy, and the advice of Socrates ^ to pre* 
vent an ill man from earning in* 

Upon the whole, I do not fee any one 
ground of iufpicion or diHike, which you, 
gentlemen^ or others who wifh well to their 
country, may have entertained about per- 
sons or proceedings, but what may probably 
ber mifapprehended, even by thofe who think 
they have the heft information. Nay, I will 
venture to go one ft?p farther, by ad-, 
ding, that, although it may not be prudent to 
ipeak out upon this occalion, yet whoever 
will reafon impartially Upon the whdle ftate 
of aiFairs, muft entirely acquit the miniftvy 
of that delay and neutrality, whi'ch have 
been laid to their charge. . Or fuppofe fome 
fmall part of this accufation were true 
(which I pofitivcly know to be. otherwife, 
whereof the werld will foon be convinced), 
yet the confenuences t>f any refcntment at 
this time muft either be none at all, or the 
moil fatal that can be' imagined ; for, if the 
prefent mintftry be made fo uneafy, that a 
change be thought neceflary, things will re- 
turn of courfc into the old hands of thofe, 

whofc 
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whole little fcngerfnviU be fiamd buKner ttmm 
tbeir fredeceffors kins. The lubigfaSion is 
£o dextrous at corrupting^ and the people To 
.fufbeptitle of it^ that you cannot be ignor* 
ant now eafy it will be, after fiich' a turn of 
Affabs, upon a new ele^on to procure a ma* 
jority agaiail you. They will reiume their 
power with a fpiiit like that of Marius or 
Sylla, or the lafttriumvlnite } and thoie mint- 
Kcn, who hav^ been nloft cenfured for tcM 
much hefi^ation, will fall the fii'ft iacrifices to 
their vengeance : but thefe are the fmalleft 
mifchiefs to be apprehended from fueh re- 
turning exiles. What (ecurity can a prince 
hope for his perfon^ or his cfown, or even 
for the monarchy it&lf ? He *muft expe^ t» 
fee his beft friends brought to the icstfold 
for afferting bis fights 5 to &t his prerogaii'ue 
trampled on, and his'trea/ure ^piied to feed 
the Ofvarice tff tbofe^ nvbo nuAe tbemfeln/es 
bis keepers $ to hear himfelf trtoited with in* 
folence and contempt \ to have hit^famifyfmrgm 
ed at pleafure by their humour and malice | 
and to detain even the name and fhadpw of a 
king no longer than his epbni ihall think fit. 
Thefe are the inevitable coiifequenCes of 
fuch a change of affairs, as that envenomed 
party is now projecting ^ which will beft be 
prevented by your iirrfljr adhering to the prc- 
ient miniftiy, until this domeflick enemy is 
out of all poffibility of making head any 
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